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150 committee posts under review in non-Naval run groups 


CUTBACK IN NAVY'S 

CHARITY RUNNERS 


PLANS HAVE BEEN drawn up to reduce the 
Royal Navy’s involvement in non-Service 
run charities which benefit serving and ex- 
Forces personnel. 

A review by staff of tbe Director Naval Service 
Conditions has taken place against the background of cuts 
in Naval personnel and increased demands on responsibil¬ 
ities as a result of charities legislation in the past few 
years. 


Museums 
in line for 
Lottery 
millions 


THE ROYAL Navy Sub¬ 
marine Museum is seeking 
National Lottery cash to 
help it carry through a £4,7 
million development plan. 

The news came days after a 
£2.7 million Lottery grant was 
approved for the Royal Naval 
Museum which is undertaking 
a £10 million redevelopment 
plan. 

The submarine museum will 
make its bid in May, and hopes 
to get at least £3 million of the 
money needed to house and 
display its growing collection 
in surroundings that wifi pre¬ 
serve it. 

Alongside the Lottery 
appeal, the museum trustees 
are planning to seek partner¬ 
ship funding and to raise the 
remaining £1.7 million through 

• Turn to page 2 


At present 150 Naval per¬ 
sonnel hold ex-officio posts on 
I he committees of 43 non- 
Service administered charities 
- those whose trustees are not 
all members of the Armed 
Forces. Serving personnel 
involved in such work spend 
an estimated 2,000 man-hours 
a year in meetings alone. 

“In future ex-officio involve¬ 
ment will he with charities which 
support serving personnel and at a 
level and number of representa¬ 
tives commensurate with the 
Service's interest," said Ll Cdr 
Tony Cooper, DNSC's Charities 
Projects Officer. 

Trusteeships of non-Service 
adminstered charities are being 
discouraged, and - due to con¬ 
cerns about conflicts of interest - 
trusteeships are being withdrawn 
in the case of charities which have 
a trading function. 

Among the biggest of the chari¬ 
ties involved is King George’s 
Fund for Sailors which last year 
disbursed £2.73 million, ll has 
three Naval members on its 
General Council - a commodore, 
a lieutenant-colonel RM„ and a 
warrant officer - and its fund-rais¬ 
ing committee representatives 
throughout the country include 
about 20 RN personnel. 

“What we wtuTt do is to sud¬ 
denly leave a charity looking for 
replacements for its Naval 

• Turn to page 8 


They’re the No.1 skydivers! 




# 


MEMBERS OF the Royal Navy 
Freefall Parachute Team smar¬ 
ten up their act in preparation for 
the international Air Day which 
this summer wilt mark the 50th 
anniversary of RN air station 
Cuidrose - 

The quartet, in order of 
descent, are LAEMs Dave Bruce , 
Elkie Brooks r Scotty Wheefer 
and AEM Fergie Campbell. They 
are wearing their No.1 uniforms 
over their flying suits. 




Ocean makes 
first voyage 


THIS picture of the heli¬ 
copter carrier HMS Ocean is 
the first photograph of her 
at sea under her own power 
It was taken during the ship's 
journey from the Clyde - where 
the first stage of her build has 
been completed by Kvaerner 
Govan - to Barrow in Furness 
where she will be fitted out by 
VSEL 


On the way, Kvaerner Govan 
conducted the ship's first sea 
trials. 


DON’T MISS OUR 
DOUBLE PAGE CUT¬ 
AWAY DRAWING OF 
HMS OCEAN IN THE 
MARCH ISSUE OF 
NAVY NEWS. 


□ READERS’ LETTERS p6-7 □ PEOPLE IN THE NEWS pi6-17 □ RNA p26-27 Q PROMOTIONS p36 □ SPORT p38-39 
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rlan to spend £15m on RN heritage 


• From front page 

a Campaign Support Group which will 
form the nucleus of fund-raising 
groups at home and abroad. 

The planned development at 
Gosport includes a new heritage cen¬ 
tre with environmental control to care 
for the museum’s archive of hundreds 
of files, over 130,000 photographs, 
and over 3,000 books and periodicals. 

An extension to the museum build¬ 
ing will house three new galleries and 
a second floor will be added to the 
administration block to create a new 
gallery and to expand cafeteria facili¬ 
ties. 

Britain’s first submarine, Holland 1, 
is housed at present in a conservation 
tank and after her chloride washing 


process will need continued restora¬ 
tion and preservation. The tank is 
designed to be converted into an envi¬ 
ronmentally controlled viewing hall* 
something for which Lottery money 
will help to pay. 

The museum hopes to have the 
work completed in time for the cente¬ 
nary of the Royal Navy Submarine 
Service in 2001, and the plan is being 
supported by Flag Officer 
Submarines, currently Rear Admiral 
James Perowne, and his Submarine 
Centennial Committee. 

Museum Director, Gdr Jeff Tall, told 
Navy News that the prestige of 
Holland 1 and the preserved A-class 
submarine Alliance had grown as a 
result of being included in a recent list 


of important historic ships compiled 
by the National Historic Ships 
Committee. 

The vessels are among 93 named by 
the committee. The list also includes 
the destroyer HMS Cavalier, the frigate 
HMS Unicorn, HMS Belfast, HMS 
Warrior, the Mary Rose and HMS 
Victory. 

No award 

Victory will not receive a Lottery 
award, however. “The ship is in com¬ 
mission in the Royal Navy and there is 
no requirement for her to receive 
Lottery money, '' said her Commanding 
Officer, Lt Cdr Mike Cheshire. 

The Royal Naval Museum's grant 
was announced on the same day that 


the Princess Royal visited the 
Portsmouth complex. 

The money will boost the first phase 
of a five-year redevelopment plan. The 
initial phase, costing almost half the 
total, will now start in April and will 
form a dramatic representation of the 
Battle of Trafalgar. 

The display will include The 
Trafalgar Experience - the sights, 
sounds and smells of the battle. There 
will be an interactive-based explo¬ 
ration of life on board and a new pre¬ 
sentation of the artist Wyllie’s 
panoramic representation of the bat¬ 
tle. 

A new exhibition will feature The 
Nelson Story - a specially commis¬ 
sioned film of Nelson’s life, and an 


analysis of the man and the hero. A 
series of themed exhibitions and dis¬ 
play, The Making of the Navy , will 
reveal aspects of life in the Service up 
to 1860. 

The second phase of the project will 
start before the Millenium and will pro¬ 
vide a series of 20th century galleries 
focusing on personal stories. Other 
new features will be a new education 
centre including a lecture theatre, 
classrooms and meeting rooms. 

Fund-raising for the project has 
already brought a pledge of £750,000 
from Hampshire County Council. 
Other contributors include the Society 
for Nautical Research, P&O Ferries 
and Portsmouth Naval Base Property 
Trust. 




Changes in hearing loss rules 


Pyramid 

sailing! 


THIS ship of the desert 
proved a reluctant mount 
for LA{AH) Bob Holborn 
during a run ashore to see 
the Pyramids. The oppor¬ 
tunity came when HMS 
Invincible landed some of 
her ship’s company for a 
36-hour visit to Cairo while 
the aircraft carrier was in 
the Suez Canal and on her 
way home. 

She arrived In 
Portsmouth shortly before 
Christmas after a four- 
month deployment to the 
Norwegian Sea, the 
Mediterranean and the 
Gulf, becoming the first 
British carrier to visit 
Kuwait for 35 years. 

Return of 
Sovereign 

HM submarine Sovereign has 
rede dicat ed at Rosyth after a pro¬ 
tracted refit. Guest" of honour was 
Flag Officer Submarines, Rear 
Admiral James Perowne who 
stood in for the boat’s sponsor, 
Lady Ashmore, who could not 
attend. 

Other guests included the 
Mayor and Mayoress of Derby. A 
reception was hosted by Babcock 
Rosyth Defence Ltd. and the 
red edi cat ion cake was cut by the 
Commanding Officer's wife, 
Hillary Vaughan, and the youngest 
crew member, OM(WSM) Colin 
Young. 


NEW MEDICAL opinion about hearing loss has brought about a change in the 
way war pensions will be awarded to some claimants. 


Announcing the changes, Minister of State for Social Security 
Lord Mackay of Ardbrccknish said medical experts do not now 
support ‘Interaction between noise induced sensorineural hear¬ 
ing loss and any subsequent bearing loss”. That means that sub¬ 
sequent loss of hearing is due to other causes, such as ageing, 
which have nothing to do with service. 


Kaiser's 

Victory 

inkstand 

found 

AN INKSTAND in the form 
of a model of HMS Victory 
and once owned by Kaiser 
Wilhelm II has been discov¬ 
ered in an attic in Berlin. 

The 3ft long stand was made 
out of wood from Victory and was 
used by the Kaiser to sign the 
German mobilisation order which 
started the First World War. 
Ironically, the inkstand hears the 
Hags of Nelson's signal at 
Trafalgar: England expects that 
every man will do his duty'’. 

The model stood on the 
Kaiser's desk in the Royal Palace 
at Potsdam and is now being dis¬ 
played for the first time in an exhi¬ 
bition in Berlin which evokes the 
close ties between the royal hous¬ 
es of Germany and Britain before 
1914. 


“For this reason, future increas¬ 
es of war pensions for noise- 
induced sensory hearing loss can 
no longer be made to people 
whose hearing deteriorates after 
leaving the the Armed Services/’ 
he said. 

War pensions already paid for 
hearing loss are unaffected, and 
pensions will continue to be award¬ 
ed to people whose hearing is 
badly affected while in the Forces. 

Streamlining 

Lord Mackay has also made 
proposals for changes designed to 
streamline some areas of war pen¬ 
sions and allowances, and to bene¬ 
fit recipients. 

Among the initial proposals are: 

□ The automatic award of a war 
widow's pension, and the payment 
of funeral costs, to the widow of a 
disablement pensioner who was at 
least 80 per cent disabled and in 
receipt of unemployability supple¬ 
ment. 

□ To extend restoration of war 
widow’s pension to those who lost 
it on cohabitation, and who are no 
longer cohabiting. 

□ Abolition of the allowance for 


new claims for the little-used war 
widow’s rent allowance. 

LI The abolition of rank distinc¬ 
tion in war disablement gratuities, 
the amount to be awarded at the 
level currently being paid to 
majors and equivalent, 

□ To have one rate - the higher 
rate - of clothing allowance for war 
disablement pensioners. 

□ Minimum levels of disable¬ 
ment for several allowances. 

□ A 40 per cent disablement 
threshold for new claims for war 
pensioners’ mobility supplement 
and the allowance for lowered 
standard of occupation (ALSO), 

□ A threshold of 80 per cent dis¬ 
ablement for new claims for unem¬ 
ployability supplement. 

□ Restriction of new awards for 
ALSO and unemployability sup¬ 
plement to those under 65 at the 
time of the claim. 

□ To make all payments from 
the first day of entitlement. 

LI Abolition of long-term assess¬ 
ment. The results of interim 
assessments - except those where a 
specific period is appropriate - 
would remain in force unless there 
was a reason to review them. 


“The inkstand is an elaborate 
representation of the hull of the 
Victory/' exhibition organiser Dr 
Wi I fried Rogasch told Navy News. 
“It formed the centrepiece of the 
Kaiser's desk which is also said to 
have been made of wood from the 
Victory, but which is now lost.” 

Dr Rogasch found the model in 
an attic of the Summer Palace in 
Berlin six months ago. It had been 
stored there by the former 
Commuinist regime in East 
Germany and bears small marks 
of heat damage from the Second 
World War. 

The model bears the maker's 
plaque “Waring & Gillow, 
London' 1 , although it is not clear 
as to how it got to Germany. A 
spokesperson for the Royal 
Archive at Windsor said there was 
no record of it being presented to 
Wilhelm by his grandmother, 
Queen Victoria, his uncle Edward 
VII or his cousin, George V. 

The Kaiser was a great admirer 
of the Royal Navy and a keen 
sailor. He was an honorary 
Admiral of the Fleet in Britain 
and regularly took part in Cowes 
Week. It is possible that he may 
have bought or commissioned the 
item himself. 


Lancaster saves 
global yacht 
race navigator 


A CREW member of the yacht Save the Children was saved him¬ 
self by HMS Lancaster when he contracted a serious kidney 
infection in the South Atlantic. 


The frigate increased speed to 
rendezvous with the yacht and 
transfer Mr Kinsast to the ship by 
boat. He was treated by 
Lancaster’s Medical Officer, 
Surgeon Lt Cdr Chris Hand, and 
by the time Mr Kinsast was able to 
reach hospital in Montevideo he 
was in a stable condition. 


HMS Endurance 


Help from the ice patrol ship 
HMS Endurance saved the 
islanders of Tristan da C’unha from 
a bleak Christmas. All the 
Christmas shopping for the 
remote. South Atlantic community 
was on board the RMS St Helena - 
and she could not land the goods 
due to heavy weather. 

Fortunately, Endurance was in 
the area and her two helicopters 
transferred the stores and flew pas¬ 
sengers and luggage out. The 
stores included medical supplies. 

The Governor of St Helena sent 
his thanks to Endurance on behalf 
of the Tristan islanders. 


The yacht, taking part in the BT 
Global Challenge race, was 350 


miles south-east of Montevideo 
when she radioed for urgent help 
for her navigator, Kurt Kmsast. 

Her call was answered by HMS 
Lancaster, the Falkland Islands 
Guardship en route from the 
Falklands to Montevideo. 


MEDICAL VIEW 


TRIGGERS WAR 


PENSION MOVE 
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wrens 


gain 


Freedom 
returned 
to city 

FREEDOM of the City of 
Portsmouth, which lapsed with the 
laying up of the Colour of the last 
Flag Officer Portsmouth in March 
last year, has been returned to the 
Royal Navy by the City Council. 

Said Naval Base Commander 
Cdre lain Henderson: “I am 
extremely proud to receive this 
honour on behalf of the Naval 
Base Command. This once again 
helps demonstrate the strong and 
historic links between the Royal 
Navy and the City of Portsmouth/* 


entry 


THE WRITING'S on the wall for another male bastion - 
after 109 years women have finally been admitted to the 
RN Writers Association* 

To be fair, they wouldn't 
have been let in before 1917 
anyway, when the newly 
formed WRNS identified a 
need for book-keepers among 
other specialisations. 

But their exclusion thereafter is 
less easy to explain. 

“Having taken over the reins as 
president last year, my first main 
aim was to accept females into the 
Association, given that they now 
carry out the same sea/shore tasks 
as the males/ 1 WOWTR J.A. 
Stych told Navy News. 

"In the past they carried out 
either General Duties or Pay but 
not both - but that changed about 
the time the Wrens went to sea. 

“We have a lot of old and bold 
members and this was a bone of 
contention - hut following a refer¬ 
endum and lots of red tape i me of 
the oldest associations of any of 
the three Services has at long last 
opened its doors to ac cept female 
members/’ 

I le was hoping that as many as 
200 would want to join to boost a 
membership which is currently 
around the 40(1 mark. 

But first reaction from the 
Association of Wrens was one of 
surprise, 

"I wasn't aware there was such 
an association - let alone that 
women had been excluded from 
it," said Secretary Jane Hardy - 
herself an ex-Writer, 


• In her own write: a secretary 
at the WRNS headquarters in 
Great Stanhope Street T 1917. 


Birthday 
barbecue 
bash for 
Brum 


TAKING a break from duty 
as the UK*s contribution to 
NATO forces in the 
Med [terra nea n H MS 
Birmingham celebrated 
her 20th birthday along¬ 
side at Taranto with an 
inter-mess It's a Knockout 
competition and barbecue. 

The Type 42 destroyer 
has steamed over half a 
million miles and seen ser¬ 
vice in ail four corners of 
the world since she com¬ 
missioned in December 
1976* 

□ Getting in the picture 
are stokers from 3P Mess, 


Westcountry 
welcome for 
US frigate 


PART of NATO’s Standing Naval 
Force Atlantic, the frigate U5S 
Aubrey Fitch spent the Christmas 
holiday at Dcvonport, 

The ship's 'Dial a Sailor’ tele¬ 
phone line was flooded with calls 
from local families inviting mem¬ 
bers of her ship’s company to their 
homes, 

A varied social and sporting 
programme was also laid on for 
her. 


lowdown 


Wireless Trophy 
marks a Vivid 
team effort 

HMS VIVID, the Naval Reserve Training Centre at Plymouth, 
has won the Mountbatten Wireless Trophy, 


The i 


i annual award is 


e prestigious annual £ 
given for high standards in effi¬ 
ciency and achievement in com¬ 
munications training within the 
RNR. 

Lt Cdr Margaret Myers, officer 
in charge of the Communications 
Section said it recognised a whole 
team effort. 

She oversees around 30 junior 
and senior ratings who attend up 
to eight t rai ning wee kc nds at 11M S 
Vivid each year. These give per¬ 
sonnel the opportunity to operate 
ships communication equipment 
making contact with other RNR 
units and ships at sea. 

Abseilers 
are on 
the ball 

A TEAM of Royal Marines 
abseiled 200 ft from an H47 Naval 
Air Squadron Lynx helicopter to 
deliver the match ball for the 
England v New Zealand 
Barbarians game at Twickenham. 

The event was part of the pre¬ 
match entertainment to commem¬ 
orate the Rugby Football Union’s 
125 year history. 

Also entertaining the 75,IKK) 
crowd was the Band of HM Royal 
Marines Commando Training 
Centre, 


CHARITIES 

COMBINE 


ON January 1 the 
Soldiers’ Sailors* and 
Airmen's Families 

Association and the 
Forces Help Society and 
Lord Robert’s Workshops 
“ each dating back to the 
last century - combine as 
SSAFA Forces Help. 

This major casework¬ 
ing charity Is there to 
assist as many as 14m 
Service and e*-Service 
personnel, their families 
and dependants. 

It has over 7,000 volun¬ 
teers, most of them pro¬ 
fessionally trained in- 
house, based throuygh- 
out the country. 


Champion club 

THE CHINA Fleet Club at 
Saltash. Cornwall has been voted 
Champion Club of Great Britain 
hy Club Mirror magazine. 

It is the second year running 
that the club has received an 
award - it was earlier voted 
Fitness and Country' Club of the 
Year, a title it retained in 19%. 


yacht 


AMID renewed calls for 
a decision on her 
replacement, HMY 
Britannia was nearing 
the end of her last 
major maintenance 
period. 

She is pictured in dry 
dock at Portsmouth for 
a routine survey and 
repairs to her hull. 

The work included 
replacing the fairlead 
in her forecastle. This 
was manufactured 
from sheet steel in the 
FMRO workshop - an 
unusual event as, 
when casting facilities 
were commonly avail¬ 
able, such large and 
bulky items would 
have been cast in one 
piece. 

Also it had to be riv- 
etted in - and rivetting 
is also seldom prac¬ 
tised with the advent of 
modern welding tech¬ 
niques* 

Mr Joe Melhuish was 
brought out of retire¬ 
ment to do the job - 
quite likely the last riv¬ 
etting operation to take 
place in the RN. 


IN BRIEF 


COUNTESS Mount tauten of 
Burma visited HMS Collingwtwd 
to attend the passing out ceremo¬ 
ny of an Operator Mechanics 
(Communications) Class and the 
reded teat ion of the Mountbatten 
Slone, 

U U LI 

INTERACTIVE Learning Centre 
at HMS Nelson, a laboratory 
style self study training centre 
to teach information technolo¬ 
gy office skills, was opened by 
Rear Admiral Rodney Lees, 
Chief of Staff to the Second 
Sea Lord. 

J □ □ 

HMS BEAGEEY ship’s Company 
paid their first viist to their affiliat¬ 
ed town of Arundel. 

LT LI U 

MEMORIAL Service for Vice 
Admiral Sir Rufus Mackenzie 
will be held at Guildford 
Cathedral on February 8 at 
1130. 

□ 'J □ 

HMS VANGUARD Starboard 
C rew were visited by General Sir 
Martin Farndale, Master Gunner 
Royal Artillery, for divisions in the 
Shiplift, HM Naval Base Clyde. 

□ □ □ 

REPRESENTATIVES of the 
Worshipful Company of 
Information Technologists vis¬ 
ited HMS Collingwood to 
research the IT practices at the 
Navy’s school of electrical 
engineering. 

J J J 

THE DESMOND WETTERN 
Maritime Media Award, coveted 
prize lor the top maritime journal¬ 
ist, has been awarded to Richard 
Scott, Editor of Janes' Navy 
International. 


KOREAN National TV Network 
was in Portsmouth last month 
filming a documentary on the 
KomundoPort Hamilton 
Incident of 1885-87 when the 
RN occupied a Korean island 


write of 
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Drafty... The Royal Marines Manning Office 


YOU'RE IN THE 
NMA NOWI 

FOR those of you who have still not got the buzz, the RM Manning Office became 
part of the Naval Manning Agency (NMA) on July 1 last year. 

The Commodore N;iv;il Drafting (CND) is now directly responsible to the Nava! Secretary for all 
Royal Marines other rank drafting and promotions. 

In units, there should not be a 



great deal of change because of 
this. Royal Marines procedures 
and regulations for drafting and 
promotions have remained largely 
unchanged. The Royal Marines 
Drafting and Promotions Office, 
still Located in HQRM but now 
part of the Naval Drafting 
Directorate, remains the routine 
point of contact for all Corps draft’ 
ing and promotion matters. 

At the management level, CQs 
and OCs wilt speak to CND if a 
problem with drafting or promo¬ 
tions arises. The process of inte¬ 
gration into I he NMA will assist 
future improvements in manpower 
planning across the Naval Service 
and a more efficient use of our 
most important resource, the 
Marine, 

The quota system 

We all may have our own views 
about the "quota’ and DSS systems 
but here are the facts: 

• You can currently be selected 
as a quota or DSS mail for HW3 
(Alk/Mor), D3, C3, SA3 or S3 
courses. 

• The rules the Drafting Office 
use to select a quota man are as 
follows. He must: 

J tie out of training for two years 
J TX dale must be two years after 
start of the course 
J Have the correct NAMET score 
□ Have no drafting restrictions 
r ) I lave no other SQ3 course pref¬ 
erence when selected (you should 
note lhai PW3 and RL3 qualifica¬ 
tions are classed as AD Duals and 
or not an SQ;TQ 

• Alter return of service (usual¬ 



ly two years) you can relinquish 
your quota or OSS SO, HR 1283 
Annex 45A oullines the return of 
service for each course 

• The RM Drafting Office 
makes the selection. Swap drafts 
are acceptable only if all parties 
conform to the selection criteria 
and are happy for swaps to take 
place. You must be aware however 
that a swop draft may merely delay 
the inevitable if you don’t volun¬ 
teer for a SO,H’O 

• Oul of 210 men selected for 
SQ3 in training year 95/% only 29 
were quota. 

Relinquishment of 
SQ/TQs 

fhe Corps now operates on a 
system of dosed branches and if a 
man wishes to transfer from one 
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branch to another it is looked at on 
a case by case basis. 

Broadly speaking, it is easier for 
a Marine to relinquish than for a 
CpI or Sgt. This is basically 
because of the investment in train¬ 
ing and is also because transferring 
into a different branch can affect 
the promotion prospects of those 
already in it. 

If a man is a first tour quota or 
DSS man then he will be allowed 
to relinquish his rate and transfer 
at no penalty. If he has been a vol¬ 
unteer for his SO/TO and wants to 
relinquish and transfer then it 
depends on the state of his branch 
and the stale of the branch he 
wants to join. 

If he wants to leave a branch 
that is healthy to join a shortage 
category then generally that is 
allowed. If however he wants to 
leave a shortage category branch 
then he may be refused or told to 
reapply at a later time. In addition, 
there may be a seniority penalty if 
a man is a candidate for NCO. 

Finally, if a man is compulsorily 
recategorised for medical reasons 
then the Drafting Office will look 
at his ease in a sympathetic light. 

Service over 22 
years 

A new r RMRO is just about to 
be issued which details opportuni¬ 
ties for service over 22 years and 
how to apply for it. Drafty is cur¬ 
rently offering prolongations to 


Mnes and LCpls providing that 
they have their CD's approval. As 
any form of prolongation above 
LCp! level has a knock-on effect 
for other individuals, applications 
from WOs and SNCOs are exam¬ 
ined on a ease by case basis. 

Courses not to be 
bid for by DCRC 

If personnel want to go on the 
courses listed below, they should¬ 
n’t waste time and ours by volun¬ 
teering for them hy DCRC. Your 
Asst Adjt/AGs should be consulted 
through the chain of command if 
personnel want to volunteer for 
the follow'ing: 

□ PW3 (sniper) 

□ PARA 

□ JWI (Jungle Warfare Instructor) 

□ JWLRP (Jungle Warfare lAing 
Range Recce Patrol) 


j JWT1 (Jungle Warfare Tracking 
In si ructor) 

J Ships Diver 

Manpower 

restructuring 

The manpower restructuring of 
the Corps in due to complete next 
April, although some branches will 
not be able to fill their allocated 
jobs for some time after this. As 
with most change there has been 
some worry and scepticism. 

However, many of the ill found¬ 
ed rumours have now been put to 
bed and the advantages that 
restructuring will bring to career 
management are becoming more 
apparent. These advantages 
incl ude: 

□ The ability to more accurately 
forecast promotion vacancies and 
train men to fill them. 


□ The ability to identify branch 
shortfalls and overbearings and to 
help lake early corrective action. 

□ The ability to plan individual 
careers in a more predictable and 
stable way. 

Royal is famed for his adaptabil¬ 
ity and like the dinosaurs we must 
adapl or become extinct, What 
individuals must be concerned 
about Is how they can take more 
control of their career in the 
Corps. Regardless of restructuring 
the same basic principles remain 
and are listed below. Personnel 
should: 

□ Talk to their Branch Adviser 

J Submit a regular DCRC (at least 
one a year ) w r ell in advance of their 
current ERD 

J If they are a GD Mne or CpI 
they should consider specialising 
as early as possible 

□ Always work to the best of their 
ability, it earns seniority. 



845 SQUADRON have cele¬ 
brated their fourth anniver¬ 
sary of service in the former 
Yugoslavia. 

The Yeovilton-based Squad¬ 
ron are the longest serving 
British military unit in the war 
ravaged country, operating 
from bases in Split, Croatia and 
Banja Luka in Bosnia. 

845 NAS was deployed in 
1992 at the height of the civil 
war, with four Westland Mark 4 
Sea King helicopters to carry 
out casualty evacuations. 

Since then they have carried 
out more than 4,000 sorties, 
130 medical evacuations and 
65 casualty evacuations. 

Harsh winters 

They have been kept busy 
during the harsh Balkan win¬ 
ters when snow and freezing 
conditions prevent evacuation 
by road in mountainous areas. 

The crews' experience of 
training with 3 Commando 
Brigade in the Arctic condi¬ 
tions of Norway make them ide¬ 
ally suited for the role. 

Its a challenging environ¬ 
ment for crews to operate in" 
said Lt Cdr Mike Abbey, the 
Squadron’s CO. 

"Landing sites are limited 
because of the mountainous 
terrain and the ever-present 
threat of mines, but our training 
makes us ideally suited for the 
job here. h 

The aircrews work for ten 
weeks at a time in Bosnia and 
Croatia, on a roulement basis, 
with one flight being present at 
all times. 



Other Squadron members 
continue with Commando sup¬ 
port operations and exercises 
in Norway and around the 
world. 

A fly-past marked the occas- 
sion and one and a half cakes 
were baked (there was not 
enough room to put a message 


on one) by chefs in the British- 
led Multi-National Division 
Headquarters in Banja Luka, 
where a detachment of the 
flight is permanently based. 

Captain Bob Barton. Chief 
Staff Officer to Flag Officer 
Naval Aviation, was there to 
celebrate with them. 


• Four Sea King Mark 4 heli¬ 
copters from 845 Naval Air 
Squadron, the longest serving 
British military unit in Bosnia, 
celebrate the fourth anniver* 
sary of their arrival in the war 
ravaged country with a fly-past 
near the Mutit-National 
Headquarters in Banja Luka. 




















































































NAVY NOWS, JANUARY 1997 5 



Shios of f/ie Roval ISlaw 


No 494 





AIRCRAFT OF THE ROYAL NAVY No 3 


DISCOUNTS 


Please send me the Natocars Baying and Price Guide, car brochures of my choice, plus other information as shown i 


Rank: 


Initials: 


Surname: 


Address: 


Tax Paid Cars | \ Finance Plans □ 

Tax Free Cars | | Car Insurance I 

Used Cars ! ! Car Deposit 

u e * 1 Savings Plan 1 1 


Tel. - work:__ 

home:___ 

l am interested in: Make / Model 


. Fax: 


Part Exchange □ 
Anticipated delivery date: 
For use in (Country): 
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NATOCARS 

NATOCARSLTD• WYLDS RD'BRIDGWATER'SOMERSET'TA64DG'Tel: 01278455555 


Fairey IMF - classic design 


ONE OF THE best known aircraft of the 
Fleet Air Arm between the wars, the 
Fairey IMF served in all the Royal Navy’s 
aircraft carriers from the late Twenties to 
mid-Thirties. 

The Fairey III series first made their appear¬ 
ance in 1917 and the F variant - the last - 
equipped RAF as well as FAA squadrons pri¬ 
marily in the reconnaissance role, although 
they could carry a small bomb load. 

In all 622 were built, 379 of them for the 
Royal Navy, They equipped five Naval air 
squadrons and 12 flights. Seaplane versions 
equipped several cruisers, no fewer than eight 
being allocated to HMS York alone. 

Later models of the IMF employed all-metal 
construction, the last of the type being deliv¬ 
ered to the FAA in 1932. 

By the mid-Thirties the IMF had been largely 
supplanted by the Fairey Seal, the last sea- 
oing squadron to be equipped with the type 
eing 822 in HMS Furious in 1936, 


The HIFs soldiered on as target towing air¬ 
craft based at Malta for the Mediterranean 
Fleet and at Gosport for the Home Fleet. Other 
IIIFs were used to train wireless-telegraphist 
air gunners (at Gosport), and observers at the 
School of Naval Co-operation at Lee-on- 
Solent. Ail remaining IIIFs were declared obso¬ 
lete in 1940, and the last one to see service 
was probably a target tug operating from 
Hong Kong before the Japanese invaded in 
1941. 

The Fairey IMF was a two or three-seat air¬ 
craft powered by a Napier Lion VA, XI or XIA, 
the last producing 570 hp. The last Naval vari¬ 
ant of the aircraft, the 1IIF Mk IliB, weighed 
6,301 lb loaded and had a maximum speed of 
120 mph at 10,000ft. Climb rate was 6.4 mins 
to 5,000ft. endurance three to four hours and 
service ceiling was 20,000ft. 

Armament comprised one fixed Vickers 
machine gun firing forward and a manually 
operated Lewis gun in the rear cockpit. Up to 
500 lbs of bombs could be carried. 


Natocars are renowned for the generous discounts 
given to entitled personnel For Tax Free car purchase. 
However, most naval personnel do not enjoy postings 
that permit the purchase of a Tax Free car, so you miss 
out on the exceptional savings. 


Wyids Road - Bridgwater * Somerset * TA6 4DG 
Tel. 01278 455555 • Fax 01278 450396 


TELEPHONE: Other Areas - 01278 455555. 
Fax - 01278 450396 or CLIP THE COUPON. 


THE NAVY’S newest Trident sub¬ 
marine is powerful symbol of the 
modern Senior Service - but the 
name has been around for 251 years. 

The first Vigilant was a 58-gun ship 
captured from the French in 1745, 
and an eight-gun schooner Vigilant 
served in Canada at the same time. 

The third Vigilant, a 64-gun 3rd rate, 
fought in several engagements, including 
Ushant (1778), Grenada (1779), 
Martinique (1780) and Cape Spartcl 
(1782), ending her days as a prison ship. 

After a succession of minor vessels, the 
12th Vigilant formed one of the first links 
wiih submarines - the 240-ton lug was 
involved in an unsuccessful attempt to 
rescue the crew of HMS Thetis, which 
sank in Liverpool Bay in 1939. 

The 2111 h Vigilant, launched in 
December 1942, won most of the name’s 
battle honours. The 1,808-ton Valentine- 
class destroyer supported the Fleet Air 
Ami attack on the Tirpitz in April 3944, 
and was involved in several decisive 
actions in the Far East in 1945. 

The current HMS Vigilant, built by 
Vickers Engineering and Shipbuilding 
Ltd at Barrow-in-Furness, is the 22nd RN 
vessel to bear the name. 

Vigilant is an impressive ship - 150 
metres long, nearly 16,000 tonnes dis¬ 
placement when submerged, and an 
underwater speed in excess of 2(Jkts r 

Yet all this is pow r ered by a nuclear 
reactor containing so little radioactive 
material it could he fitted into a small pot. 

The Rolls-Royce pressurised water 
reactor provides" steam for the boat's 
propulsion turbines and turbo generators. 

Air conditioning units supply pure air, 
electrolysers extract oxygen from the sea, 
and other filters and machinery remove 


Battle Honours 

Abyssinia 

1868 

Arctic 

1943-44 

Normandy 

1944 

Malaya 

1945 

Burma 

1945 
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NOW, WHETHER SHIP OR SHORE BASED 
OVERSEAS, YOU CAN ENJOY THESE 
DISCOUNTS FOR IMMEDIATE USE IN THE UK. 

Natocars have negotiated a pricing structure with their 
manufacturers that is lower than that used by 
conventional U K. dealers, giving Tax Paid savings of 
up to 19% on a full U,K, specification vehicle. 

All you need to do is order your car whilst out of the 
UK and we'll rneeL you with it on your return home! 
You can arrange to part exchange your ear while you 
are away (we value by post), enjoy a low finance rate 
with repayment protection, receive an extra car 
insurance discount and, subject to status, gain 
instantly a maximum 60-65% no claims bonus. 
Everything can be conducted with complete 
confidence through Natocars’ telephone, postal and 
fax service, perfected by more than 30 years' 
experience. 

Full details arc contained in the new 'Natocars Guide 
to Car Buying', sent free together with your choice of 
new car brochures. 

Alternatively, we offer a quality guaranteed used car 
scheme with 14 day, no quibble, exchange promise. 

FREEPHONE FROM: Germany - 01 3085 9896. 
Holland - 06022 9806, Belgium - 0800 14310. 
Cyprus - 0809 1058. 


dust, waste gases and other impurities. 

As a result. Vigilant is able to cruise 
without the need to refuel or even resur¬ 
face, and is limited only hy the needs of 
the 132 men who live in her. 

With little chance of detection as she 
silently patrols beneath the waves. 
Vigilant can detect other submarines and 
ships at long range and can receive mes¬ 
sages at below periscope depth, ensuring 
round-the-clock communications are 
maintained* 

And the reason for all this sophisticat¬ 
ed machinery is amidships - 16 missile 
tuhes, each capable of housing a 60-tonne 
Lockheed Trident D5 strategic nuclear 
missile with a range of between 4,000 and 
6,000 nautical miles. 

Also amidships is the bulk of the crew s 
accommodation - the Vanguard class has 
twice the displacement of the Polaris 
boats they are replacing, and with four 
decks instead of three the ship’s company 
lives and works in better conditions than 
were possible before 

The submarine also has four reloadable 
torpedo tubes forward, capable of firing 
the gas-turbine-powered two-ton Marconi 
Spcarfish torpedoes. 

The submarine has an impressive range 
of sensors. Above-water equipment, con¬ 
tained in self-protection masts in the fin, 
include optical, television camera and 
thermal imager periscopes, as well as 
com m u n icat to ns, e lectronic co u n te rme a- 
sures and navigational antennae. 

The Vanguard class also has the 
advanced Type 2054 sonar, and all infor¬ 
mation is fed into the Submarine 
Command System, the vessel’s "brain” 
w'hieh assimilates the incoming data to 
allow the ship's Commanding officer to 
make the correct tactical decisions, and 
also provides the means to use the power¬ 
ful weapons. 

Vigilant now embarks on extensive tri¬ 
als, after which she will available for her 
first active deployment. 


• Silent watcher - 
Trident submarine 
HMS Vigilant 
arrives at Fas fane 
under the White 
Ensign for the 
first time . 
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Facts and 
figures 

Pennant number: S30 
Builder: VSEL Barrow 
Launched: October 14 1995 
Commissioned: November 
2, 1996 

Displacement: 16,000 
tonnes 

Length: 150 metres 
Beam: 13.2 metres 
Ship s company: Two 
crews, each of 132 officers 
and ratings 

Main machinery: Rolls 
Royce Pressurised Water 
nuclear reactor; two GEC tur 
bines: 27,5Q0hp: one shaft: 
pump-jet propulsor; one aux 
iliary retractable propulsion 
motor: two WH Allen turbo 
gene rat o rs: two Pa x m an 
diesel alternators; 2.700hp. 
Speed (dived): Over 20kts 
Armament: Trident 05 
strategic nuclear missile; 
Marconi Spearfish torpedo 
Combat data systems: 
Dowty Serna SMCS 
Weapons control system: 
Dowty tactical control sys¬ 
tem. SAFS 3 FCS. 

S on ars: Ma rco n i/lPlesse y 
Type 2054 composite multi¬ 
frequency sonar suite includ¬ 
ing Marconi/Ferranti Type 
2046 towed array. Type 2043 
hull-mounted active/passive 
search and Type 2082 pas¬ 
sive intercept and ranging 
Radars: Navigation: Kelvin 
Hughes Type 1007; l-band. 


To order postcards of the 'Ships 
of the Royal Navy' series please 
see the 

advertisement on page 8 


elusive 


Vigilant and 
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Letters 



St Vincent 
boys found 

I WAS delighted to read the letter 
from J.White of Amunrimoti, 
Nii ud on the subject of the "lost 
hoys" of HMS St Vincent 
(October issue). 

Recently a number of ex-St 
Vincent boys held a meeting to 
establish an HMS St Vincent 
Association (1927-68). 

The objects, membership crite¬ 
ria and subscription rales of the 
Association are currently being 
printed and wc would be pleased 
to hear from anyone who served at 
the Gosport training establish¬ 
ment. 

For details con tael John 
Holton, 48 Perivalc Gardens, 
Watford, Herts. WD2 MIR. 

MR WHITE, 1 think we were 
probably in the same classes and 
travelled on the same trains at the 
same lime from Si Vincent to 
Ganges and then on to Bruce, 
where we were both in the same 
class, Collingwood 215, hack in 
1948. 

You must remember it! Up at 
(15(H), cold shower, double march 
around the parade ground then 
over the mast, including the devil's 
elbow, all before breakfast, - 
R.F.Binmore, Crawley. 

VC idea 
appeals 

1 WISH lo thank Nmy News for 
publishing my appeal for a memo¬ 
rial to James Magennis, Northern 
Ireland's only VC from World War 
II. in his native city of Belfast. It 
has helped my campaign tremen¬ 
dously. 

Belfast City Council has now 
announced dial such a memorial 
will soon he erected in a public 
pi ace, - G . Flem i ng , Bel fast. 


Cold reception 
at Qing Dao 
days of Mao 



YOUR CENTRE page spread 
like to tell you what it was like 

I was then a young AB rating 
in the Merchant Navy aboard 
the MV Harpagus of the 
Buries Markes Line. We had 
loaded 10,000 tons of phos¬ 
phates in Casablanca and were 
hound, via Suez, to drop the 
cargo at Qing Dao. 

Once in Chinese territorial 
waters radio silence had to he 
strictly observed with no shore 
contact other than by lamp. Once- 
tied up at the jetty it was clear how 
run-down their facilities for 
unloading were huge, rotting 
crane hulks, red-rusty, built pre¬ 
war on the Tyne, stood rusted to 
their rails, useless for anything. 

For the four days we were to 
spend there, every last gramme of 
phosphate was unloaded by a 
never-ending stream, of circular 
motion down two gangways, of 
pairs of people carrying baskets on 
poles. 

Although English ships were 
rare visitors, our reception was 
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on Qing Dao (November issue) was a revelation to me: Fd 
there on a cold March week in 1959. 

very different from Exeter's. 

Firstly, all deck crew were 
ordered up onto Ihe cold, wet after 
deck and subjected to a display of 
bayonet points and prods. A senior 
Chinese armed officer screamed at 
us in English and produced my 
wall map - ripped from the cabin 
bulkhead - which he pronounced 
to be inaccurate. 

China did not exist, he said - it 
was now the Chinese People’s 
Republic 

We were treated like an enemy. 

A few of us had our 2011 packs of 
Woodbines taken. Thai was the 
worst blow - ship's Woods' were 
bigger and belter than Senior 
Service and tasted like heaven. 

Going ashore was nothing like 
the experience the Exeter's people 
had. Day and night Chinese music 
blared out to keep the stream of 
basket carriers motivated. 

The only entertainment was a 
large communal hut showing oid 
films (in Chinese, of course). The 
local populace shrank from us. 

Looking away, obviously fearful. 

As for the famous Tsing-Tao 
beer, would that 1 could have 
found it. The stuff we had was 
weak and even at Ip a glass wasn't 
worth brushing your teeth in. Wc 
weren't sorry to leave - the letters 
from my girlfriend (now my wile) 
were opened and censored. 

P.J,Evans, Droilwich Spa. 


Uncovered - 
the story of 
an RN stone 
at Arnhem 

FOR THE PAST three years, every Remembrance Day, I 
remember a RN rating whose name l saw on a grave stone in 
Oosterbeck Cemetery. The story is unusual and my current 
research into why he was there has come to a halt. 


Picky 

question 

WHEN was picking oakum 
removed from the list of punish¬ 
ments? I have been driven lo dis¬ 
traction tlying to find the answer 
which seems to be the best kept 
secret in the world. 

So far I have even drawn a 
blank with the likes of the Chief 
Naval Judge Advocate's Dept and 
the Head of Historical records, 
National Maritime Museum. 

I can only hope that readers of 
Na\y News can supply me with the 
answer that I have sought for so 
long. - D.Bull, Welwyn Garden 
City, 

Oakum is unravelled tarred 
hemp or manilla fibre taken from 
old rope which was used for 
packing seams and caulking the 
decks of wooden ships to make 
them watertight A prisoner in the 
ship's cells was required to pick 
two pounds a day(Sundays 
excepted), the material to be 
weighed in his presence, morn¬ 
ing and evening. 

The RN Museum has refer¬ 
ences to the punishment - which 
was also imposed in civilian pris¬ 
ons - up to the 1930s. but none 
after the beginning of World War 
li - Ed. 


If anyone could help it would be 
much appreciated. 

I must be one of the very few but 
lucky submariners trained to he a 
military parachutist and 1 have 
been very fortunate in being invit- 
red to jump with the 2nd 
Parachute Battalion at two major 
anniversaries, namely the 50th 
anniversary of the Bruneval raid 
and the 49th anniversary of 
Arnhem, 

When I arived at the briefing for 
the former a young paratrooper, 
seeing the epaulettes of a lieu¬ 
tenant commander, asked the 
Flight Sergeant what part of the 
raid the RN participated in. 

His reply was sharp: "They took 
you off the beach and took you 
home,” 

I he young paratrooper seemed 
happy with w hat was. of course, the 
true answer and became my ' sea 
daddy” for the drop. The raid , an 
experiment in radio-dislocation, 
was one I had researched in 
minute detail and 1 was aware of 
the evacuation performed by the 
RN. 

A following year 1 was invited to 
join 2 Para at Arnhem and met 
with a similar exchange: ' What s 
the Navy coming with us for, Flight 
Sergeant?” “Young man, didn't 
you know that the Royal Navy 
gets everywhere and they were at 
Arnhem as well?” 

Even I thought this was just a 
stalling statement - so imagine my 
surprise when two days later the 
young paratrooper who had posed 
the question this time asked me to 
accompany him to what he called 
“the matelofs grave". 

There amongst the 1,757 graves 
was that of Air Mechanic 2nd 
Class L. A. Hooker of HMS 
Daedalus. 

The following is pretty well con¬ 
firmed. Hooker was responsible 
for splicing certain parts of the 
Horsa glider towing ropes that 
were fixed to the lowing aircraft 
and tt was while carrying out this 
task at Worthy Down that he 
became friendly with a young RAF 
gunner who was one of the aircrew 
of either a Stirling or a Dakota, 

This gunner's wife was expecting 
a baby and he asked Hooker if he 
would take his place as a member 
of the aircrew. This appeared to 
have been agreed, albeit at what 
level of authority cannot be ascer¬ 
tained. 

From here on the story of events 
has been difficult to trace. It is 
assumed that Hooker was lost in 
one of the glider lowing aircraft, 
either a Stirling or a Dakota. 


I have researched a number of 
books and transcripts pertaining to 
Operation Market (Garden being 
the code name reserved for the 
ground operation) but apart from 
the Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission listings there is no 
official mention of Hooker 
L/FN588276, - Lt Cdr 

D.O.V. Hubbard, Cdre Naval 
Drafting, Gosport. 

No escape 
for A7 

SOME FRIENDS of ours in New 
South Wales are trying to trace the 
descendants of Robert William 
Nagle, who died w r hen the subma¬ 
rine A 7 went down near Penlee 
Point, Plymouth during manoeu¬ 
vres on 16 January 1914. 

Robert came from Australia - 
but it is believed that his wile 
Edith returned to her home town 
o! Birkenhead with their two sons, 
Robert and Arthur, and that one 
of l hem later won an award for 
work on an escape hatch for sub¬ 
marines. - K.Thomas, Bed was. 

Eaton of 
Trafalgar 

ANOTHER notable 'Nelson* 
grave - that of Cap! James Eaton, 
who as a Midshipman in HMS 
Victory hoisted ihe hero’s famous 
signal 'England Expects" at 
Trafalgar. 

He died in 1857 at the age of 71 
and is buried in Alt Saints Parish 
Church yard. West Bromwich. - 

A.R.S.Aston, Cannock. 

Divers’ 

delight 

ON HOLIDAY at Campbell 
River. British Columbia this sum¬ 
mer, 1 said farewell to a Canadian 
warship, IIMCS Columbia. 

An escort vessel, in good trim, 
she was ceremonially sunk off 
Maud Island as a future tourist 
attraction for leisure divers, A new 
use for old warships! - G.W.CIark, 
Chislehurst, Kent. 


LETTERS to the Editor 
should always be accom¬ 
panied by the correspon¬ 
dent's name and address , 
not necessarily for publi¬ 
cation. 


Paddy’s perfect pratfall 



REGARDING the picture of a Sea Venom's wheels-up landing on 
HMS Eagle during the Suez operation, I enclose another picture in 
the sequence. 

As you report, the aircraft had been hi! by flak. Alt hydraulics 
were lost - and the observer, an RAF officer on exchange, had lost 
a foot. 

The pilot, LI Paddy McKeown, had neither Ihe option of ditching 
nor of ejecting without killing him. The flight deck was cleared and 
crash barriers erected while the aircraft was in the landing circuit 

By a beautiful piece of flying, McKeown conducted a perfect 
landing, in spite of being without wheels and therefore having to 
catch a wire lower than usual and than as Indicated by the mirror 
landing sight. - Cdr J.A.Palmer. Virginia Beach, Virginia. 

YOUR piece on Operation Musketeer (November issue) men¬ 
tions the green beret placed on the head of the statue of de 
Lesseps - but fails to note that the union flag and the French tri¬ 
colour were placed in his right hand. 

1 was then serving in HMS Tyne, the HQ ship for Admiral 
Durnford-Slater. I believe she was one of the last ships to leave 
the area, sailing on Christmas Eve. - B,Bryant, Boston, Lines. 
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FROM a token unit of “small 
ships" berthed in Haslar Creek 
the HMS Hornet motor torpedo 
boat became a major striking 
force during World War It, 

The little armadas sailed to 
launch crippling blows against 
enemy shipping and coastal 
installations. 

At night, the throb of their 
engines was frequently mistak¬ 
en for being the sound of 
German aircraft attacking 
Portsmouth and Gosport. 

In the 1950s a number of 
experimental MTBs berthed 
alongside Hornet's regular fami¬ 
ly of “small ships 1 in the 
'Hornets Nest" at Haslar. 

P5720 or HMS Bold Pathfinder 
was a powerful twin-funnelled 
high-speed turbine engined 
boat and the tiny unmanned red 
Radio Control Boats (RGBs) 
went out for sea trials with the 
“mother" MTBs. 

These RGBs were steered and 
their speed controlled by means 
of a little black box aboard the 
mother MTB. When their was a 
radio breakdown the RCB 
astern the MTB would gather 
speed, eventually bumping into 
her. 

Jack's comments varied from 
“lit you touch me there again 111 
scream" to the unprintable. 

The RGBs were shipped to 
Malta aboard HMS Perseus 
where they underwent further 
sea trials. - D.G. Franklin, 
Lambeth. 


Low trick 
misfired 

THENYON Patrols during the 
Spanish Civil War were full of inci¬ 
dents, many of which were never 
published. 

I was serving in the destroyer 
HMS Intrepid when we were 
called to intercept the Franco 
cruiser Canarias which had cap¬ 
tured the British cargo ship 
Stangate, 

We escorted her to safety and 
then, about two nights later three 
torpedoes were fired at us which 
went harmlessly under the ship. 

Action stations and depth 
charges followed and on arrival at 
Palma next day an inquiry was held 
in HMS Hood. Neither the inci¬ 
dent itself nor the findings of this 
inquiry were ever made known. - 
P.R.Tranter, Bromsgrove, 

Customs 

officer 

YOUR article on RN Customs 
and Traditions, reprinted by the 
Vancouver Branch of the RNA, 
was in fact published in 1930 by 
Capt Walter Beckett. 

There was nothing “anony¬ 
mous" about *Joe + Beckett. He was 
a well known naval character, an 
authority on Boatswains Call, its 
history and use. Woe betide any 
Signalman who used an Acme 
Thunderer whistle instead of the 
Call when paying respects to pass¬ 
ing ships. - F.W.J. Morris, 
Norwich. 


Options 


Running out of co 


fHearts of Oakl 


• Top right: RCB in the wake of MTB. 

• Above: HMS Bold Pathfinder, HMS Hornet f 1953. 

• Left: Radio Control Boat P8205 at Malta. 


V 


WHEN 1 read that divers had been down to seal off an oil leak 
from the wreck of the Royal Oak I was reminded of a photo¬ 
graph I had taken of some of her ship's company just a few 
weeks before she was lost. 

The Sunday war broke out my girlfriend and I (we have 
just celebrated out 56th wedding anniversary) were on the 
beach at Weymouth. Some sailors from the Royal Oak were 
walking around and 1 asked if 1 could take their picture. - 
J, Martin, Newport, Gwent, 

HMS Royal Oak was torpedoed In Scapa Flow on October 14 
1939 by U-47 with the loss of 833 fives. There were 424 sur¬ 
vivors. U-47, stiff under the command of Gunther Prien , was 
depth charged and sunk with the loss of ail hands by HMS 
Wolverine on March 8 . 1941. - Ed. 


Convert your 
experience into 
Qualifications.. 


Vocational & Educational Training Programme 


The following HNCs are available under the above programme 

• PLANT ENGINEERING 

• MECHANICAL ENGINEERING 

• ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING 


• ELECTRONICS 

• TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
■ BUILDING STUDIES 


BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 
LEGAL STUDIES 
MOTOR VEHICLE 
BUILDING SERVICES 
COMPUTING 


The programme is an initiative by Blackburn College to assist members of the armed Service: 
to attain recognised qualifications using the Accreditation of Prior Learning process (APL) for 
a portion of the award. 

Interested ? 

Then contort Barbara Clarkson, Faculty of Technology, Blackburn Cotfege, Feilden Street, 
Blackburn, Lancashire BB2 ILH. Telephone: 01254 292357 Fax : 01254 681755 
and a surtob/e arrangement will be made for the initial assessment 

O is biackburn collge 

investor IN people Feilden Street, BJockbum, Lancs BB2 l LH. Telephone ; 01254 55144 Fax : 01254 682700 

EN tSO fOOl REGISTERED 

Blackburn College exists lo serve the education and cultural needs ol ihe locat community 
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Pitfalls of taking a sporting chance 


car drive 
challenge 
to Forces 


TEAMS from nil three 
Services arc being invited to 
break the record lor driving a 
ear a gruelling 3*5(H) miles 
from the most northerly point 
in mainland Europe to the 
most southerly. 

Record for the Cape to < ape 
Challenge is held by an RAF offi¬ 
cer Hi Li Spike Wilson who has 
driven from Nordkupp (North 
Cape) in Norway to Cape Tania in 
Spain in ft I hours 40 minutes. He 
is mustering military participants 
in this year’s rally. 

Teams must consist of at least 
three drivers and navigators in a 
current, standard production ear 
lilted with sealed and calibrated 
tachographs. Competitors may 
choose their route, hut must pass 
through Finland, Sweden, Den¬ 
mark. Germany and France. 

Speed limits must be observed, 
and any contravention which 
shows up on the tachograph will 
result in disqualification. Any new 
record will he entered in the 
Guinness Rook of Records. 

A more leisurely event, a seven- 
day treasure hunt, is being run at 
the same time, covering 1,5(10 
miles of Spain. 

_l I It U Wilson, OC RAF M l 
MAI, LVG, ATS A, may be con¬ 
tacted at Chobham Lane, 
Cherlsey, Surrey, KTIft OHE (tel 
01344 535187). ' 

PCI GEN Announcement 
dated November 15. 


WITH the growth of profes¬ 
sionalism in sport, Service 
people are being warned of 
the pitfalls which may exist 
if they are paid to train or be 
a member of civilian sports 
teams. 

There are increasing oppor¬ 
tunities for Service personnel 
to receive financial or other 
rewards for competing, admin¬ 
istering or officiating in con¬ 
nection with civilian competi¬ 
tions. However that would be 
regarded as accepting tempo¬ 


rary employment while off duty 
or during leave, which would 
require their Commanding 
Officer’s approval. 

Assent may only be given if 
the activity does not involve 
official time or affect the indi¬ 
vidual's efficiency as a member 
of the Armed Forces, 

The national governing bod¬ 
ies of some sports - such as 
the Football Association - pro¬ 
hibit the signing of contracts 
by Service personnel. But 
where they don't, individuals 
are warned not to enter into an 


agreement which imposes 
obligations which clash with 
their Service duties. 

A new DCI points out: 
"Demands on time placed by 
professional sport on individu¬ 
als may be considerable. 
Depending on the commitment 
required, individuals will have 
to consider when participating 
in professional sport, whether 
they can meet their objectives 
through participation outside 
working hours or whether they 
would have to request leave or 
unpaid leave. 


"Should a compromise not 
be possible the individual may 
have to consider whether to 
reduce the commitment to the 
sport or ultimately leave the 
Service." 

The impact of unpaid leave 
on such things as loss of pen¬ 
sion, seniority and Long 
Service and Good Conduct 
medals, would need to be taken 
into consideration. Personnel 
are also reminded that some¬ 


one on unpaid leave can be 
recalled to duty. 

Commanding Officers con¬ 
sidering applications for partic¬ 
ipation in civilian sport are 
being told to advise applicants 
to take out insurance as the 
Ministry of Defence will not 
accept responsibility for injury, 
loss or damage sustained by a 
Service person taking part in 
sport outside official duties. 

DCI JS 118/96 


£10,000 'stay 

on' otter to 
Harrier pilots 

SEA HARRIER pilots are being offered a bonus of £10,000 in a bid to keep them 
in the Navy for the full period of their commissions. The taxable sum would be 
paid to medium career commission officers from two years before they would 
normally be due to leave, and to full and extended career pilots when they qual¬ 
ify for their pensions. 


Divij-ionaioff, 





ONE YEAR SUBSCRIPTION 610.50UK 
TWO YEAR SUBSCRIPTION 621-OOUK 

SURFACE MAIL ABROAD PLEASE ADD £2 FOR EACH YEAR 


FREE SWEATSHIRT! 

With every 2 year subscription 

sizes: Child 22 24 30 32. Adult smI med Ige xlge xxlge 
Please state size, colour will depend on stock availability. 

or alternatively a chance to purchase this superb 
PHOTOGRAPH ALBUM FOR LESS THAN 1/2 
PRICE PLUS 12 FREE NOSTALGIC POSTCARDS 

Dark blue leather look album with gold coloured lettering and silk effect 
tassel. 18 insert leaves. 

normally £12.95. Offer price £6.00 

Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth ROI 3HH 
Cheques payable la Navy News lo accompany orders. For orders outside the UK 
payment can be made by Cheque/lnternalional Money Order in £ sterling and 
drawn on UK bank. Or lor payment by Credit Card/ Switch, UK & Abroad, 
please use coupon on page 4 

TEL: 01705 826040 FAX: 01705 830149 
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\v - & 


SHIPS OF 
THE ROYAL HAYY 
AND RFA 


Build a collection of black & white photographs portraying the 
development of RN Warships and RFA Vessels from 1956 to present day. 
Each month a glossy 5”x4” picture of the current ship of the month, featuring 
its badge will be forwarded to you 


7 can 7 see that time off to train your greyhound is the sort of 
sport this DCI coversV 


There is a need for only 55 
Sea Harrier pilots which means 
that applications for premature 
release can magnify the effect 
on the total number of fliers. 

Moves have been taken tn the 
past to try to avoid the loss of pilots 
whose selection and training is 
expensive and time consuming. 
Now |he bonus has been intro¬ 
duced as a feature of a new pack¬ 
age of retention measures. 

Licence cost 

Pilots w r ho wish to lake advan¬ 
tage of the award will have to 
undertake to serve until they quali¬ 
fy for a pension or - in the case of 
medium career officers - until the 
end date of their commission. 

Officers who have applied for 
premature release may receive (he 
bonus if they withdraw their appli¬ 
cation. 

The payment is designed to 
assist officers in the transition from 


military' to civil aviation, and it is 
about the same amount as the cost 
of qualifying for an airline pilot's 
licence. The measure will be 
reviewed in October 1949. 

DCI RN 201/96 

Prizes for 
history men 

MAIN winners of the 1995 Naval 
History Prize have been named as 
Lt Cdr Malcolm Sillars of HMS 
Monmouth and CPOWEA P, 
Collins of HMS Forest Moor, 

They have won £200 each - Li 
Cdr Sillars in the officers section 
and C hief Collins in the ratings 
group. Competitors could choose 
one of two topics. Both winners 
picked the subject "What lessons, if 


any, does the Chesapeake - 
Yorktown campaign of 1781 have 
for today’s naval planners?” 

Second prize of £120 in the offi¬ 
cers section was won by Ll George 
Franklin of HMS Anglesey, and 
third prize of £80 by Lt Cdr 
Vaughan Anthony Nail of HMS 
Scott, 

Both chose to w r rite on the 
lessons learned by the Royal Navy 
as a result of its participation in the 
closing stages of the Pacific War, 

DC! RN 195/96 


This regular feature gives 
general information about 
new Defence Council 
Instructions affecting con¬ 
ditions of service. If they 
apply to you, study the full, 
original text 


CUTBACK IN NAVY’S CHARITY PLANNERS • <*»» <*« w 


trustees? 1 said Ll Cdr Cooper. “We 
will discuss the situation with each 
charity concerned, tell them what 
we would like to do and listen to 
their response.” 

Consultations will also be held 
with the personnel involved and 
with the Charity Commissioners, 
No withdrawal of Naval represen¬ 
tatives would he made before the 
process was complete, said Lt Cdr 
Cooper, 

Changes in representation 
would he made over 12 months and 
any withdrawals would take into 
account changes of post-holders 
and the timing of annual general 
meetings. 

The Royal Naval Rene-voleni 
Trust which prides itself in being 
run <L by the Navy for the Navy" may 
also experience reductions in the 
Navy’s commitment. 

Lt Cdr Cooper stressed that the 
changes would not affect Naval 
fund-raising, organised by groups 
in ships and establishments, for 
affiliated or oilier charities. 

The Navy is also reviewing its 
own internal fund-raising system 
operated through the First of June 
Appeal (FOJA) and the Trafalgar 
Pay Children's Appeal (TDCA). 

They raise only about £6.1 IlH) a 
year in direct donations. T he FOJA 


cash forms pari of ihe £43,(1011 
grant made annually to officers' 
charities, the balance coming from 
the RN Officers Fund adminis¬ 
tered by KGFS. The money raised 
by the TDCA goes directly to the 
RN & RM Children's Trust w hich 
received a grant of £310,0(10 from 
KGFS last year, 

"No specific proportion of the 
income raised for KGFS can he 
attributed to the Naval participa¬ 
tion in the committees, and the 
amounts raised by the two appeals 
are now outweighed by the admin¬ 
istrative effort,” said Lt Cdr 
Cooper, 

Donations from pay 

In consultation with KGFS, a 
six-month feasibility study is being 
run to investigate the introduction 
of voluntary deductions From pay. 
As a main part of the project, a 
questionnaire has been drawn up 
by the Defence Evaluation and 
Rcseaeh Agency and will be sent to 
a represent alive group of 3,000 
Naval personnel. 

It is expected to show how many 
are prepared to donate, as well as 
how much and to which Naval 
charities. Ll the study is successful 
the donations would be directed to 
the selected charities through 


KGFS and introduced in about a 
year’s time, 

"The involvement of RN person¬ 
nel in the KGFS is linked to the 
results of the study and we do no I 
foresee any reduction there at least 
until the work is complete," said Lt 
Cdr Cooper. 

The Director General of KGFS* 
Capl Marlin Appleton RN (retd), 
tola Navy News that tie welcomed 
the move to raise funds through 
donations from pay in the same 
way the Army and RAF had done 
for many years. It would guarantee 
an annual sum for KGFS to dis¬ 
burse to Royal Navy charities, 

“So far as representation is con¬ 
cerned,” he said, ‘this depends on 
the outcome of the feasibility study 
into voluntary deducations from 
pay, 1 am aware that if the scheme 
is introduced* consideration will 
then be given to reducing the level 
of serving representation. 1 am 
apprehensive over the effect on 
some area committees that this 
would have.” 

Further discussions between 
DNSC Staff and the KGFS are 
planned to take place (his month,. 
All charities likely to he affected by 
the changes are being contacted, 

J KGFS income plan - see 
page 14. 
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i\,jr team 


carries RN 
message 


WITH 1,200 invitations issued 
a day, 90 performances a year 
and audiences of up to 000 
people a night, the Royal Navy 
Presentation Team is going 
from strength to strength as il 
tackles its 26th annual lour. 

The team, led hy Captain Mark 
Kerr - soon to hand over to 
Captain Adrian Johns - provides a 
dynamic and hard-hitting briefing 
on the Navy for opinion-formers 
up and down Britain. 

"We try very hard to get to all 
parts of the country in our tour," 
said Captain Kerr. 

i also spend quite a lot of time 
nearly six hours up to December 
- on local radio talking up the 
Navy as vigorously as l can. 

Aggressive PR is a vital weapon 
in the Navy’s armoury -without it. 
people will forget us. ’ 

The 411- mi nut e presentation, 
booked up to six months in 
advance, is supported by up-to- 
the-minute films and slides. 

Invited guests typically include 
senior industrialists and business¬ 
men. politicians, IPs and profes¬ 
sional people. 

Research has revealed that 9N 
per cent ol attendees say they are 
mi pressed or very impressed with 
the show, and admit that they have 
“had their eyes opened” over the 
role of the Navy. 


Squadron hosts 
French visitors 



• Joint venture - a Sea King from $49 Squadron is accompanied by two Breguet Atize aircraft from 
the French Navy 4F Squadron, based at L Orient in north-west France. 


F RENCH Navy aircrews have 
visited their counterparts at 
RNAS Cu Id rose in Cornwall 
for what could be the last time 
for two years. 

L.Orient-based 4F Squadron 
and hosts K49 Sqn both specialise 
in Airborne Early Warning, the 
early delectron of low-flying air¬ 
craft. and they meet regularly to 
exchange information and tech¬ 
niques. 

Liaison between the squadrons 
was instigated some 31) years ago, 
when K49 Sqn was equipped with 
fixed-wing Gunnels, designed lor 
operations from aircraft carriers. 

The French squadron disbands 
this year, but is expected to re¬ 
equip with I law key c aircraft next 
year, when it is hoped the visits 
can resume. 

Although the British squadron 
disbanded in I97H. it reformed in 
I9N2, and is currently equipped 
with Mkll Sea King helicopters. 

The French 4F squadron flies 
Breguet Alize aircraft. 


Safety at 
base is 
rewarded 

THE FLEET Services 
Department at HM Naval 
Base Clyde has been award¬ 
ed the British Safety 
Council's Sword of Honour, 
The department was one of 
44 of the safest companies 
w hich we re p rese n t ed w it h the 
Oscars of the safely world at a 
ce re m t > ny i n G o Idsm i 1 h s H a 1L 
London. 

The awards, inaugurated in 
1979, recognise companies 
whose dedication to accident 
prevention is promoted active* 
Sv at all levels to protect peo¬ 
ple. machinery and buildings. 
Some 21K) companies apply 
each year, and are scrutinised 
in Ift areas of safely. Random 
cheeks are also carried out. 
The Deputy Director 
General of the British Safety 
Council, Mr Jim Brett, con¬ 
gratulated Clyde's Fled 
Services Department on their 
achievement. 

“The big movement in occu¬ 
pational health and safety as 
identifying problems before and 
mil after the event and there is 
no doubt you are a world leader 
in this field,” he said. 

“II every company was up lo 
your safety standard we would 
reduce accidents and ill-health 
at work by 90 per cent. ” 



• Welcome guest - Latvian president Guntis Ulmanis is pictured meeting Navat Base Commander Commodore 
lain Henderson (centre) and if Cdr Mike Cheshire, Commanding Officer of HMS Victory. Mr Ulmanis was making 
an informal visit to the Royal Navy in Portsmouth, and had earlier paid a flying visit to the Royal Marines head - 
quarters at HMS Excellent. 
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• Sailing forth - HMS Coventry has just completed a refit at Rosyth. 


Scottish refit is a first 


HMS COVENTRY has complet¬ 
ed a 12-month refit - the first 
Type 22 frigate to be tackled in 
Scotland, 

During her year with Babcock 
Rosyth Defence Ltd - BRDL - new 
weapons equipment was fitted and 
some compartments converted to 
accommodate midshipmen under 
training from Dartmouth. 

lJ As this was the first Type 22 
frigate that BRDL had refitted, all 
parties worked hard to ensure that 
an excellent working relationship 
was established, which in the long 
term proved to be of immense ben¬ 
efit, 11 said Lt Cdr Martin Walker, the 


ship s Weapon Engineer Officer. 

“We are very pleased with the 
way BRDL handled the refit - it is a 
tribute to the adaptability of both 
sides that the ship completed refit 
on schedule/ 

Coventry has seen a large 
turnover in staff recently, so there 
will be a period of training and re- 
familiarisation before the start of 
Operational Sea Training. She is 
then scheduled to undertake an 
Armilla deployment. 

The ship will be the first surface 
warship in a number of years for 
new Commanding Officer Captain 
Paul Lambert, who has already 
commanded two submarines. 


New study into 
Gulf War illness 


Culdrose 
band wins 
at festival 

THE VOLUNTEER bund of 
I IMS Sea hawk, based at Culdrose. 
has scooped a top Navy award. 

Competing against nine others 
at the Royal Navy Volunteer Band 
festival in Portsmouth, the 
Sea hawk band won the award for 
the hest concert performance. 
Bandmaster Colour Sergeant 
Jonathan Camps said: "It has 
meant a great deal to us to win one 
of the major awards, 

"Tiie band went through a bad 
patch a couple of years ago, and 
I'm not sure if the players actually 
believed I hat they could win such a 
prestigious trophy in front of the 
larger Portsmouth-based bands." 

The band is made up of a mix¬ 
ture of civilian and service person¬ 
nel, and perform at many engage¬ 
ments throughout the year, 

T hey have just accepted an invi¬ 
tation to join She carnival atmos¬ 
phere in Cologne. Germany, in 
Fehmarx. 


NEW RESEARCH has been 
ordered by the Ministry of 
Defence in an attempt to 
solve the mystery of Gulf 
War illnesses. 

The new study, advised in a 
report by the Medical Research 
Council, was announced tn the 
Commons by Minister for the 
Armed Forces Nicholas 
Soames. Mr Soames also apolo¬ 
gised to the House for unknow¬ 
ingly misleading MPs over the 
widespread use of organophos- 
phate pesticides during the Gulf 
campaign. He said his earlier 
statement had been made as a 
result of ' flawed advice 11 . 

New work on the illnesses will 
be undertaken by epidemiolo¬ 
gists led from Manchester 
University and the London 
School of Hygiene and Tropical 
Medicine. Researchers will have 
access to US work on the sub¬ 
ject, and the British experts will 


co-ordinate their programme 
with US-funded research carried 
out at King's College, London. 

Mr Soames said that so far 
921 veterans had been exam¬ 
ined and there was no evidence 
of a new pattern of illness. 
Neither was there evidence that 
vaccinations against possible 
attack with biological weapons 
had had Ml effects. 

He said whatever the case, the 
Government was determined to 
get to the bottom of the matter. 

Standing down 

BRITISH troops on short notice 
to help with the refugee crisis in 
Zaire have been stood down. 

A force, including members of 
45 Commando RM, had been on 
72 hours notice to leave for Africa, 
but dial has turn been lifted - 
although 45 C.’do stay on short- 
notice to deploy as part of the 
Joint Rapid Deployment Force. 


Veterans Medals Lost Your 
available! Medals? 


for ex-military & civilian Hie can replace 

.services, are you entitled to any of them NOW! 

the following? 


m GENERAL SERVICE CROSS 
9 VOLUNTARY SER VICE MEDAL 
9 MARITIME SERVICE MEDAL 
9 SUEZ CANAL ZONE MEDAL 
9 BRITISH ARMY OF THE RHINE MEDAL 

Send for brochure & 

application forms, 

or an S.A.E. for replacement list 


9 FULL SIZE A MINIATURES 
9 MOUNTING SERVICE A RIBBONS 


§ Toad Hall 

Medals 


Telephone: (01752) 872672 Fax: (01752) 872723 


TOAD HALL* NEWTON FERRERS' PLYMOUTH * DEVON • PL8 1DH 
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Helping Hands 





• Volunteers from 810 OFT Squadron at Cu Id rose help to bright¬ 
en up Helston Cottage HospitaL Picture: RNAS Culdrose Photographic 

Airmen decorated 


SEVEN trainee pilots and observers left their flying suits behind 
and donned painters 1 overalls to tackle a job at He Is ton Cottage 
1 lospital, Cornwall. 

The DIY volunteers, all students of 810 Operational Flying Training 
Squadron at RN air station Culdrose, offered their services as inexperi¬ 
enced hut enthusiastic decorators when they heard that some freshen¬ 
ing up was needed at the hospital. 

A new coat of paint soon brightened up the ward and patients arc 
already appreciating the difference. Meanwhile, the novice decorators 
are hack at RNAS Culdrose, brushing up their flying skills. 


^Rock racers eaC 

your hearts out 


NAVAL personnel serving with NATO forces tn Naples 
took part in the 1 Ith British Vesuvius Charity Fun Run to 
raise cash lor Local and UK charities. 

The event involves a punishing 10km run from the base of the 
famous volcano to the crater ear park, and those that took part said 
Et makes the Gibraltar Rock Race look like a 100m sprint! 

The ladies event is a slightly less demanding 5km slog, but both 
courses are uphill all the way. Last year's event raised more than 
£2,000 for cancer research, the British Heart Foundation and 
Great Ormond Street Children’s Hospital and organisers expect 
to surpass that figure when all the proceeds from this year's run are 
collected. 


v: 


the record is still held by an American hut race organiser 
CPO.PT Gary Aldridge was the fastest RN runner with a time of 47 
minutes 51. Any ship visiting NATO in Naples wishing to stage a 
Vesuvious run should contact PORT Aldridge by signal or Idler 
addressed to BFPO 8, 


Ben-evolent fund 


PENGUIN racing off South Georgia and a sponsored row on 
route to Rio helped HMS Northumberland's ship's company to 
raise money for a cause close to their hearts. 

When Spina Bifida sufferer Ben Berryman wrote to Northumberland 
early in her recent South Atlantic deployment, the ship's company 
decided to do all they could to help. 


During the 24-hour sponsored 
row, organised by GM Craig 
Green and CH Steve Warren, they 
clocked up almost 340km, and 
with the proceeds of their pen¬ 
guin racing event they raised 
£730. 

And when they returned home 
they invited Ben, from Teign 
Valley School in Kingsteignton, 


Devon, to visit the ship and pre¬ 
sented him with £730 to pay for a 
trip to Lourdes with the 
Handicapped Children’s 

Pilgrimage Trust. 

• Right: Lt Dean Bassett and 
CH Steve Warren give Ben a 
guided tour of the ship before 
lunch with the Cap fain, Cdr 
Simon Charlier 



RECORD YEAR 
FOR THE RNBT 


In brief 


□ Q Q 

SAILORS from HMS Excellent 
spent a day v on the run’ after 
escaping from Loudon’s 
Wormwood Scrubs prison, 

The team of volunteers from 
the Royal Naval Regulating 
School collected almost £800 
through their charily siunt to help 
set up a 24-hour helpline for 
Victims of Crime. 


THE ROYAL Naval Benevolent Trust granted more than £2 million in welfare pay- 
merits last year and demand is growing every year, the Trust's President told del¬ 
egates at its Annual General Meeting in Drapers Hall, London. 

Vice Admiral Sir John Webster said: "It is going to have to increase year on year to keep pace 
with the growing demands and an ageing population and sadly, the financial consequences of 
gre a te r need amo n gst younger peo pi e." 


The trust met 81 per cent of 
6,(MM) requests for help an increase 
of £62,000 on the previous year. 
Enhanced publicity, increased 
expectations and the reduction in 
the size of the Royal Navy meant 
that numbers applying would con¬ 
tinue to increase in the shod to 
medium term, said Sir John. 

And with reductions in income 
from donations, covenants, lega¬ 
cies and rebates, the RNBT was 
having lo rely more heavily on the 
generous support of KGFS and 

Man with 
a mission 

HMS Nottingham's CO, Cdr 
Paul Doeherty, raised £1,000 
for charity by running 250 
miles around the deck during 
the ship's last deployment 
When the ship left the UK in 
April he set himself the 250-mile 
target and he achieved it as the 
ship was leaving the Adriatic six 
months later. 

The money will go towards the 
Nottingham New Appeals 
Charity, whose founder Mrs Sybil 
Levin was a leading figure En the 
ship s association with the City of 
Nottingham. 


Greenwich Hospital to supplement 
its investment income. 

With the fall in occupancy ai 
Pembroke House, the RNBT’s 
own residential home in 
Gillingham, Kent, to 74 per cent, 
the home s future is under review. 

Remarking on the memorable 
VE and VJ celebrations En 1945, 
lhe guest speaker. Royal British 
Legion President Vice Admiral 
Sir Geoffrey Dalton, said: “There 
is a danger of people thinking 
that’s it, no further help Es needed’ 


bul quite the reverse is true. 

“One only has to look at the 
world around us and its history 
since 1945 and the 70 or so con¬ 
flicts our Armed Forces have been 
involved with since ihen. li has 
been calculated by the War 
Pensions Agency that overall 
needs will go on increasing until 
2010 - a message w hich we have to 
get across to ensure we have con¬ 
tinuing support.” 


□ □ □ 

THE CREW of RFA Fort Austin 
mounted a charity drive to 
help disabled horseriders dur¬ 
ing their last stint in the 
Adriatic. 

The ship raised £200 for the 
Helensburgh and Gare- 
lochside Riding for the 
Disabled Group which meets 
at Colgrain Equestrian Centre. 

□ □ □ 

HARD work by Naval officers 
from HMS Collingwood has 
helped Fareham Council of 
Community Service to offer 
unique support to disabled shop¬ 
pers in the town centre. 

the officers, from HMS 

Collingwood’s systems manage¬ 
ment course, completely refur¬ 
bished and redecorated a building 
to house a shopmobility centre 
which provides wheelchairs and 
four wheeled scooters. 

□ □ □ 

SAILORS from HMY Britannia 
kept up a 79-year-old tradition 
when they presented a 

Christmas cake to children at 
QA Hospital, Portsmouth. 

The tradition was started by 
the last Royal Yacht, HMY 
Victoria and Albert. 

□ □ □ 

AIR Engineering Apprentices 
from HMS Sultan raised £400 for 
the spinal injuries charity 
BACKUP through a sponsored 
ramble with disabled team mates 
at Queen Elizabeth Country Park 
and a day out at Portsmouth 
Sailing Centre on Whale Island. 


□ PI 7: JJ Easing the pain ’ 



• Loneliness of the long distance runner: Cdr Paul Doeherty on 
deck in the early morning light of the Adriatic. Picture: fosf Photographic 


RALEIGH OARSMEN IN THE GREAT 


RIVER RACE 


OARSMEN from HMS Raleigh commandeered what 
is believed to be the last 30-ft Admiral's Gig in ser¬ 
vice to compete in the Great Thames River Race, 
The annual event attracted more than 250 teams from all 
over the world but they all have one aim in common, to 
raise money for good causes. 


The crew, CPO Mark 
Patterson, CPO Richie 
Paton, LMEM Glen Jones, 
LMEM Dewi Roberts, and 
Raleigh staff Richie 
Richardson, Derek Arm¬ 
strong, John Shrodzinski, 
Dave Ayers, Robbie 
Matthews and their passen¬ 
ger 10-year-old Daniel 
Hunn, raised £350 for the 
charity Cancer and 
Leukemia in Childhood- 


Special thanks went to 
Mr Roy Flood of 
Trebrownbridge who was 
the main sponsor, and to 
friends and families to 
helped support the race. 

• Right; HMS Raleigh s entry 
in the Great Thames River 
Race. The historic Admiral s 
Gig, built at Devon port in I928 f 
is believed to be the last in ser¬ 
vice . 

Picture: Courtesy of Mr John Thompson. Jot 
Photographic. Cambridge 



□ □ □ 

THREE women from Victory 
building in HMS Nelson cham¬ 
pioned the cause of the BBC 
Children in Need Appeal and 
collected £500 in a single day, 
CWWTR Carole Parker, 
WWTR Janet Kemp and AA 
Cheryl James dressed up as 
St Trinian’s schoolgirls while 
collecting from alt depart¬ 
ments within HMS Nelson, 

□ □ □ 

TWENTY members of HMS 
Vivid, the RNR Training Centre 
in Plymouth, took part in a three- 
hour step aerobics marathon to 
raise cash for Dartmoor Rescue, 
To add to the fun, everyone 
weighed in before the event starl¬ 
et! and the combined loss after 
three hours was over 20 kilos! 

Organiser. LW Lesley 
Cheshire, said she hopes to cul¬ 
led £51)0 for ihe team of volun¬ 
teers whose local expertise is fre¬ 
quently called upon by ihe 
authorilies when emergencies 
occur on the mopr. 
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et Club 
facelift is 
completed 

THE ROYAL Fleet Club in 
Devonport has been officially 
reopened after £80,000 of 
refurbishment work was car¬ 
ried out. 

All public rooms, including the 
reception area, lounge, dining 
rooms, bars and ballroom, have 
been upgraded. 

The reopening ceremony was 
carried out by Flag Officer Sea 
Training, Rear Admiral Peter 
Frankly n. 

The Club was founded in 1853 
and moved to its current site in 
Mo rice Square al the turn of the 
century. 

Over the past decade more than 
Lint has been spent on upgrading 
facilities. !l now has 60 bedrooms, 
mostly en-suite, and is extensively 
used by serving and retired sailors 
for accommodation, reunions, and 
other social functions. 

The Club is a charitable founda¬ 
tion, although mainly self-support¬ 
ing, and the upgrading was sup¬ 
ported by The Sailor's Fund, the 
Nuffield Trust, and Flag Officer 
Plymouth's fund, before the post 
was disestablished. 

Cooling down 

EIGHT members of the Royal 
Navy Loan Service contingent in 
Brunei took a break from the heat 
and sought cooler temperatures at 
the summit of Mt Kinabalu, the 
highest peak in South East Asia al 
4,1111 metres. 

The eight who made the most of 
a rare opportunity for adventurous 
training were WO WE A Alex 
Patterson, SGN Lt Cdr (D) Adrian 
Jordan, SGN Lt Cdr Dave 
Campbell, Lt Cdrs Steve Ryder 
and Steve Hartley, CPOWEA 
Dave Oram, WOMEA Bob Harris 
and CCMEA Ade Silvcrthorne. 


Marlborough 
goes to town 


I IMS MARLBOROUGH proved a popular 
addition to London's list of attractions when 
she made a liaison visit to the capital. 

The Type 23 frigate was making her first visit to 
the Pool of London, and the ship’s company made 
full use of the opportunity to strengthen links with 
affiliated groups and to make some new friends. 

The Worshipful Company of Cloth workers 
entertained the ship's company in fine style at the 
Clolhworkers Hall in 
the City, during 
which Marlborough's 
Executive Officer, Ll 
Cdr Ray Snook, pre¬ 
sented the Master of 
the Company, Mr 
Richard Davies, with 
a framed photograph 
of the ship. 

Mr Davies later 
presented Long 
Service and Good 
Conduct medals to 
CPO Bartletl and PO 
“Fred" Dinnage, 

He also inaugurated a bench press which has 
been presented by the Clolhworkers Company. 

Among other special guests were the Mayor of 
Middlesbrough, and Chelsea Pensioner Mr John 
Judge (84), a naval veteran whose father served in a 
previous HMS Marlborough at Jutland. 

Also on board during the visit were the Duke of 
Marlborough, Sea Cadet Corps units. Defence 
College and Naval Architect students, representa¬ 
tives of the Engineering Employers Federation, 
who held their Centenary 
Reception on board, and the 
London branch of the Nautical 
Institute. 

The visit was the final opportuni¬ 
ty Tor the ship's company to en joy a 
run ashore before the frigate 
entered refit in Devonport last 
month. 


• Chelsea Pensioner 
John Judge. 


Patrol veterans gather 


MEMBERS of the Royal Naval 
Patrol Service returned to 
their nest in Lowestoft to talk 
over old times and recall the 
2,385 who did not return from 
duty. 

The 15 branches of the 
RNPS Association paraded 
various standards during the 
march through the Suffolk 
town to the Cenotaph, which 
was followed by a service and 
wreath-laying ceremony. 


The veterans then headed 
off to the wartime headquar¬ 
ters at “The Nest", where the 
march pas! was taken by Cdr 
litmus, President of the 
RNPSA, who flew in from the 
Middle East to attend. 

The Nest, in Sparrow s Nest 
Gardens, and the surround¬ 
ing land was turned over to 
the RNPS as a central depot 
in 1939, and named HMS 
Europa. 


• (Above) Richard Davies t Master of the Worshipful Company of Ctothworkers, 
tries out Marlborough's new bench press, watched over by ship's LPT Taff Rees. 

• (Below) Marlborough passes through Tower Bridge 


• Flag men - Officers from 846 Squadron with their visitors; (from 
teft) Commanding Officer Lt Cdr Charlie Brown, Arthur Howes, 
Ted Biltingham and Lt Jim Newton. 

Search on for flag 


TWO MEMBERS of 846 
Association have visited the 
Royal Naval Air Squadron to 
meet new Commanding Officer 
Lt Cdr Charlie Brown - to and 
instigate a search. 

Arthur Howes and Ted 
Billingham served with 846 Sqn 
escorting Russian convoys in the 
war. 

The visitors brought a replica 
battle flag with them, indicating 
squadron operations and successes 
against the Germans. 

But the original wartime flag 


was wrapped in oilskin in a biscuit 
tin and buried under the beach at 
Machrihanish in Scotland, when 
the squadron was disbanded after 
the war. 

“About nine years ago T when Ted 
and I started the association, I 
thought it would be nice to have 
the squadron battle flag. As I 
couldn’t get the original we made a 
replacement -but it would be nice 
to see the real one again,” said 
Arthur, 

“it was buried about 6ft deep in 
the sand, in line with the back of 
the offices which are still there,.." 


H£\ ME YOU MESSED US? 

Back copies available from 1980. Ring Sylvia Newman 

PORTSMOUTH (01705) 725064 or 826040 

Navy News - The Paper that lives up to its name! 


REMEMBER THE LST 

UNGAINLY HEROINE OF MANY 
WORLD WAR 1 INVASIONS 


Size 15 "x 91/2" 

Copies of this Superb Painting 
by the late John Franklin of an LST. 
in Typically Stormy Seas are available 
unframed for £11. plus £ip&p. (UK) 
From: A. READ 

"FOREST VIEW" PONDHILL, STONESFIELD 
OXON. 0X8 8PZ 


Wartime 

accident 

deaths 

recalled 

THE DEATHS of ten Wrens 
in a wartime accident will be 
permanently recalled with the 
unveiling of a commemorative 
plaque. 

As well as 1 he ten fatalities, ihir- 
teen other women were seriously 
injured when a faulty ami-aircraft 
shell, thought to have been fired by 
a local buttery, exploded in the 
dining room of the Mansfield 
Hotel at hee-on-lhe-SoIcni in 
Hampshire on ihe evening of 
November 23, 1940. 

Only one woman escaped 
unhurt - and Mrs Pal Brookman 
was al the ceremony to remember 
those who were not so lucky. 

Also among the Kill who abend¬ 
ed was Mrs Patricia DymolL who 
was the most seriously-injured sur¬ 
vivor - and she met the man who 
dragged her from the wreckage ol 
the hotel, Ray Crawford (74), from 
Nottingham, who was in the duty 
Emergency Party on the night of 
the accident. 

The hotel, which has been con¬ 
verted into a residential home for 
old people, was used as accommo¬ 
dation for Wrens based at nearby 
HMS Daedalus. 

The creation of a plaque, and 
the reunion to mark its unveiling, 
was initiated by Gosport Aviation 
Society member Ron Jones, whose 
interest was sparked when he was 
searching for his uncle’s grave in 
Haslar naval cemetery. 

He found a row of eight Wrens’ 
graves which showed they were all 
killed at the same time, hu( giving 
no details - for security reasons, I he 
only information released at ihe 
time spoke of an air raid locally. 

When Mr Jones - a Fleet Air 
Arm veteran - heard that 
Daedalus was to shut, he was 
determined the incident should 
not he forgotten, so appealed in 
Navy News and a Daedalus sou¬ 
venir publication in The News. 
Portsmouth, for further details. 

Mem hers of a number of ex- 
servicemen and women's associa¬ 
tions also attended the unveiling. 

The only note of sadness came 
as a result of Mr Jones' search for 
families of the ten victims. 

“I am disappointed that in spile 
of messages on Teletext and in 
local papers, no relatives of any of 
the Wrens could be traced,” lie 
said. 


HAPPY NEW YEAR 
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CONGRATULATIONS 
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SUBMARINE SPOTLIGHT 



w VWffIMnilvfc m lalUl M a 


A GROUND-BREAKING experiment at 
the Institute of Naval Medicine in 
Alverstoke has proved that men can sur¬ 
vive extreme conditions inside a stricken 
submarine for more than a week while 
waiting for rescue. 


But the atmosphere inside a damaged 
submarine can deteriorate rapidly leav¬ 
ing escape to the surface the only option, 
and thanks to a team of experts at HMS 
Dolphin every submariner is trained at 
ready for this eventuality. 


Navy News’s Michael Gray spoke to the 
‘survivors’ of the week-long experiment 
at the Institute of Naval Medicine while 
Dominic Blake signed up for the Royal 
Navy’s two-day submarine escape course 
at the SETT tank in HMS Dolphin 





THE GREAT ESCAPE 


EXPERIENCED submariners 
know it inside out, but to the 
uninitiated, the 100-ft 
Submarine Escape Training 
Tank at HMS Dolphin is a 
daunting prospect. 

The SETT is no simulator - 
the water is deep and the dan¬ 
gers are real - pressure changes 
inside it would burst your lungs 
in seconds you tried to hold 
your breath on the way up from 
the bottom, 

For trainee submariners fresh 
from HMS Raleigh, failure to pass 
the course can mean a rapid trans¬ 
fer to the surface flotilla and weeks 
of specialised training down the 
tubes, so it’s small wonder that 
most candidates arrived on the 
course feeling apprehensive 

But after two days of training, 
culminating in a fully equipped 
escape from a chamber more than 
30 metres below the surface, wc 
had enjoyed the experience so 
much we'd have paid to go through 
it again. 

Highly motivated 

The submariners, scientists, and 
special forces personnel trained at 
the SETT know that one day their 
lives may depend on the training 
they receive and are highly moti¬ 
vated. 

And they are in good hands. The 
escape tank staff have an unri¬ 
valled depth of knowledge and pul 
themselves to the test with live 
escapes from submarines at sea. 
Their record stands at over 600ft. 

My place on the course, and 
everyone else’s, depended on pass¬ 
ing a full medical, chest X-Rays 
and tests in a decompression 
chamber, hut once the course 
began, progress was swift. 

After a brief introduction, we 
were taken to the tenth floor of the 
SETT building and peered into the 
illuminated depths of the tank for 
the first time. 


50 FEET TO GO: an escapee passes the half-way mark 


The escape hatch, picked out by 
a black cross far below, looked a 
very long way away. Underneath it, 
a member of the SETT staff zipped 
down the hood of his survival suit 
and clambered up a ladder into the 
escape tower, dosing 
the bottom hatch 
behind himself. 

Forty seconds 
later he burst 
through the escape 
hatch into the tank 
in a billowing cascade of bubbles 
and rocketed to the surface, 
clipped on to a wire traveller in the 
centre of the tank. 

It was an impressive sight, but 
the first thing wc had to do was to 
master the techniques needed in a 


By Dominic 
Blake 
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rush escape where there may not 
even be time to put on a survival 
suit. 

In this scenario,you must rely on 
your last breath to take you to the 
surface, but as you ascend from 
depth the air inside 
your lungs continues 
to expand as you get 
shallower -so it is vital 
to compensates by 
breathing steadily all 
the way up. 

Even though the expansion of 
the air keeps'your lungs supplied, 
breathing out underwater feels 
completely unnatural and requires 
practice to achieve the right rate. 

After trial runs near the surface, 
we descended to the eighth floor 
and packed inside in a chamber on 
the side of the tank, 30 feet below 
the surface. 

The compartment was flooded 
and pressure equalised, and one by 
one we were pulled backwards into 
the tank by staff and tapped on the 


head as a signal to start exhaling, 

Gentle encouragement to blow 
out harder was given to those with 
an unimpressive stream of bubbles 
before being released for the 
ascents to the tank top. 

After one more run at 30 feet, 
we went deeper still and repeated 
the process from 60 feet. Nine 
instructors were in the water for 
every ascent to maximise safety, 
and after run wc were told to stand 
on a while line for four minutes to 
be observed for signs of decom¬ 
pression injury. 

Next, we were taken to the 
escape tower underneath the tank 
floor, where we were briefed for 
the next day’s escape, and prac¬ 
ticed ‘fleeting" -the technique used 
to reach the tower in a rush escape 
by sharing breathing units. 

Theory lectures followed on 
every aspect of submarine escape 
from controlling and monitoring 
carbon dioxide and oxygen levels in 
the boat, firing surface distress sig¬ 
nals and the capabilities of the 
American Deep Submergence 
Rescue Vehicle (DSRV) and the 
British LR5 submersible. 

But the moment of truth came 
on the morning of day-two when 
everything learned had to be put 
into practice with a suit run' from 
30 metres. 

After fitting the baggy orange 
escape garment, I listened careful¬ 
ly to my final brief and climbed into 
the tower when told to do so. The 
bottom hatch clanked shut and the 
chamber began to flood. 

Feeling uncomfortably like a 
firework lighting its own fuse, I 
rammed the connector on the 
sleave of my suit into the high 
pressure air supply to keep it fully 
charged and buoyant for the rapid 
ascent ahead. 

Critical moment 

When the water reached chest 
height, more air began to blast 
noisily into the pocket trapped 
between my head and the escape 
hatch to q u ad nip I e normal pres¬ 
sure, During these few seconds the 
air feed to the suit is critical. 

Accidental disconnection would 
cause the suit to collapse, shrink 
wrapping it's occupant with the loss 
of both air supply and the buoyan¬ 
cy required to get to the surface. 


1 DEEP THOUGHT: Trainees see the tank for the first time. 


Meanwhile, inside the tank, the 
instructors took up their positions 
at various depths, and two were 
sent the very bottom in a cable- 
operated diving bell. 

Back in the escape tower, a fine 
mist developed, slightly fogging the 
clear plastic hood of the escape 
suit. Clearing my ears as rapidly as 
possible, the air continued to blast 
in and droplets of water began to 
rain down as the escape hatch 
above started to lift. 

Seconds later the hatch blew 
open, the chamber was swamped 
and I floated through into the tank 
itself and was grabbed by the 
instructors who were waiting for 
my response: “Yep, I’m OK. Fm 
happy" and they clipped me on to 
the wire traveller ana let me go,.. 

After the din of the escape 
tower, the lOOTt ascent through 
the bright, blue water in the tank 
was hugely relaxing. With nothing 
more to do than to lean back and 
breathe normally, there was time 
to enjoy the ride as the depth indi¬ 
cating lines flashed by at 5 metre 
intervals before bobbing out waist - 
high on the surface. 

With a real escape in deeper 
water, the air pressure inside the 
tower would be equalised with the 
outside of the submarine much 


more quickly to minimise the risk 
of the bends and the escapee is 
almost certain to suffer a degree of 
cold shock, but the skills required 
would he identical. 

The final lecture taught us to use 
the survival equipment on the 
escape suits - a personal location 
beacon, sea water activated light 
and individual life rafts. 

And at the end of the two-days 
there was high praise for the 
course and the SETT instructors: 

“Brilliant fun. Td do it again any 
time, hopefully not for real 
though!” 

LMEM Scouse Ellison, Artificers 
Course, HMS Sutton 

“Good fun and a unique experi¬ 
ence. I feel confident that I could 
escape in a real-life situation.” 

LKO Judge Jefferies 14H Cdo 
Mattery RA, RM Poole 

U 1 was worried before the 
course, but great instruction made 
it easy and enjoyable” 

MEM Burrows , HMS Suttan 
“Initially l was apprehensive but 
first class instruction instilled con¬ 
fidence. The final suit run was an 
experience that will slay with me 
forever.” 

LMEM Bic Btckerion, HMS 
Suttan 


Rescue team leaps 


Chalfont G 

Chalfont St Peter, Geirai 
Telephone: 01494 


acsimile: 


ALONE, and possibly hun¬ 
dreds of miles from friendly 
shores in heavy seas, the 
escaping submariner is still 
in a grave position. 

But his chances of survival 
are greatly increased by anoth¬ 
er asset of the Royal Navy, the 
Subsunk Parachute Assistance 
Group (SPAG) 

Two eight-man teams drawn 
from the officers and senior 
rates at the SETT tank, led by 
Lt Cdr Dave Green, and medical 
officers and ratings from HMS 
Dolphin are on six hours notice 
to deploy. 

In the event of a SUBMISS or 
SUBSUNK alert, they would 
muster at HMS Dolphin and 
transfer by helo to RAF 
Lyneham where their equip¬ 
ment is stored. 

While the team kit up In dry 
suits and draw parachutes, the 
SPAG f s equipment would be 
loaded onto a Hercules 0130 of 
47 Special Flight. 

After the order to take off, the 
aircraft would fly straight to the 
search area and listen for dis¬ 
tress signals from locator bea- 


t GOING TO WORK: the SPAG team exits a 4 7 Special Flight Cl30 


cons and indicator buoys 
deployed by the survivors. 

Once survivors or the indica¬ 
tor buoy have been seen, the 
first two men would parachute 
into the sea with an inflatable 
boat. 

If there were no survivors on 
the surface, their first task 
would be to establish commu¬ 
nications with the submarine 


using the underwater tele¬ 
phone. 

A second boat team, life rafts 
and the rest of the SPAG spe¬ 
cialists, including medical 
staff, could then jump and the 
team would be ready to pick up 
escapees as they reach the 
surface. 

Once in the life rafts the team 
can administer first aid, oxygen 


therapy and hot meals and 
would tow the rafts towards 
surface forces guided to the 
scene by the Hercules. 

The SPAG exists tor all NATO 
forces and was last used for 
real in 1992. The team were air¬ 
borne and ready to jump when 
the subject of the SUBMISS 
reported in. 

The group train throughout 
the year in all climates and sea 
conditions to make sure they 
are ready for any eventuality. 

Multiple role 

The SPAG is one the many 
special roles undertaken by 
members of the SETT staff at 
Gosport which are largely 
unknown to the flotilla as a 
whole. 

The initial and continuation 
training for all members of the 
submarine service is the 
bread and butter’ of the SETT 
staff's work, but if a submarine 
did go down if is not just the 
SPAG team that would leap into 
action. 

SETT staff coordinate the 
British submersible rescue 
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If you’re over five you can save £30 


As a member of Britain's armed forces BT think you deserve every 
opportunity to keep in touch with friends and relations. 

So if BT can connect 6 or more service personnel, at the same location, 
each individual customer gets £30 off the normal connection charge. 

It's good to talk so get in touch with BT on 0800 400471 and a telephone 
can be installed for just £69 plus vat. 

This offer is exclusive to service personnel in service accommodation. 

Following installation uf your telephone normal rental and rail charges then apply 
Offer subject to normal BT terms and conditions. 


A CHILLING EXAMPLE 


vehicle LR5 and provide sur¬ 
face assistance through the 
Submarine Escape and Rescue 
Advisory Team (SMERAT) 
whose SUBSUNK stores, such 
as recompression chambers 
and medical supplies, are 
stored around the UK and 
abroad and inspected by staff 
from the SETT 

Live testing of submarine 
escape equipment at sea not 
only proves to the flotilla that 
they can have faith in their 
capabilities, but it allows the 
SETT staff to liaise closely with 
equipment manufacturers and 
to suggest and trial improve¬ 
ments before they are intro¬ 
duced. 

Exercises with the US Navy 
ensure that the Deep 
Submersible Rescue Vehicles 
DSRVs are efficient and com¬ 
patible for rescue from a RN 
submarine. 

Escape training provides 
speciai forces with an excellent 
means of covert insertion from 
submerged submarines, but 
they also need to know how to 
get back in again... yet another 
aspect of the SETT staff's job. 


• RUNNING IN: the Subsunk Parachute Assistance Group pre¬ 
pare to drop. They are all volunteers from the SETT at Dolphin. 


Navy’s survival assumptions have 
been put to the test, and it is 
thought to be amongst the most 
extensive trials of humans under 
such extreme conditions. 

“No one has done a seven-day 
trial, and on exposure to the cold 
there is very little known, so this 
will be useful to a lot of countries 
operating submarines," said Carol. 

“The cold experiment also has 
wider implications outside the 
Navy*” 

Although the first trial has only 
just finished, already the Institute 
has been able to make recommen¬ 
dations, particularly on the survival 
suits ana on the direction of future 
research. 

“The volunteers had a dry-suit 
outer layer, used as a sleeping bag, 
and a space-blanket type inner 
liner, which they wore all the 
time, 1 ' said Carol, 

“We found a need for things like 
pockets and a hood, and the volun¬ 
teers found water vapour was con¬ 
densing, making them wet all the 
time, so small modifications to 
allow the inner layer to breathe 
better could improve things,” 

The effectiveness of the rations 
confirmed in broad terms research 
done in the 1950s - barley sugar 
maintained volunteers 1 strength 
and conserved water in the body, 
so hunger and thirst were less of a 
problem than cold and lack of 
sleep. 

Lines which the Institute could 
follow up include non-freezing 
cold injury (signs of which account¬ 
ed for two early victims of the 
experiment), and the effects of 
increasing levels of carbon dioxide 
in the cold - 002 is thought to be 
a mild anaesthetic which could 
inhibit the shiver reflex, speeding 
the onset of hypothermia. 

Shivering 

“1 think the rations did better 
than we had expected, and man¬ 
aged to maintain the blood glu¬ 
cose levels at a near-normal level, 
even when shivering, which we 
were not sure would happen,” said 
Carol. 

“The volunteers were very 
good, hut I would say probably 
only a third of them would have 
survived if this happened for 
reaLThetr strength hadn’t seemed 
to have fallen, but their dexterity 
had. 

“In a real situation the sub¬ 
mariners may be forced to escape 
before a rescue could be made. In 
this scenario the escapees would 
then have to survive on the surface 
until rescued." 

□ The initial report will be 
ready by next month. 


After a few days on barley sugars and water, 
thoughts inevitably turned to the day after the 
trial ended. 

“We were sad when the last two went - we had 
formed plans for the last big meal as a kind of 
goal to get us through. They were in the plan - 
so we just had to eat their food," said Mark. 

The final meal turned out to be a giant pot 
mess, with herb garlic bread, cola (no wine 
allowed), cheese and French stick and after-din¬ 
ner mints. The volunteers invited the Institute 
team - Carol Windle, Jim House, Georgina 
Slaven and students Sarah Gregory and Mark 
Baccerelli - into their “home” to join them. 

“The staff have been fantastic - they’ve put in 
some time as well, checking on us* They've been 
very cheerful, and have been doing anything we 
asked them to/' said Paul. 

“The door was there - it was a temptation* I 
got so cold, and you just had to lift that handle 
and you were out. But there was no going back." 

“We woke up on the first Wednesday morning, 
and it was cold,” said Pete. "We thought, well, 
this is no problem. We thought we could cope* 
But the temperature wasn’t right down - if had 
come down to 14C, but had to go all the way 
down to 4C.” 


• MOMENT OF TRUTH: A trainee receives his final brief before the 
suit run ’ from the bottom of the lOOft-deep escape tank. 


m STAYING COOL UNDER 
PRESSURE; the team of 
volunteers at the institute of 
Naval Medicine at Alverstoke 
occupy their time with a game 
of uckers while the tempera¬ 
ture drops * 

This picture was taken on 
the second day of the week- 
long experiment but the men, 
ail members of the submarine 
service, had already found it 
necessary to strap pillows to 
their heads to help keep 
warm. After seven days the 
thermometer read just four C. 


WHILE scientists were reading data, log¬ 
ging results and working out future lines of 
inquiry, for four men the ten-day experi¬ 
ment was a case of gritting their chattering 
teeth and planning a huge meal at the end 
of it all* 

The four - PO Mick Organ and CPO Mark 
Heninghem, both of HMS Turbulent, LSM Pete 
Cole, of HMS Dolphin, and LCH Paul Clarke, of 
HMS Torbay - agreed they all got something out 
of it: “Cold toes." 

“We have now got the confidence that we 
could do it,” said Pete. 

“We have all done the escape tank but never 
done this side of it - and it's been a challenge." 

“It was tough, it was miserable,” said Mark. 
“During the day you could motivate yourself, but 
at night you couldn’t sleep. It’s very different at 
4C. M 

“Everything was cold* The escape suit was 
damp and clammy with the condensation, your 
skin gets cold; it's a vicious circle,” said Pete* 

“And you sat there with your Sunday lunch of 
four barley sugars and a glass of water, in thick 
fog, in reduced lighting, wondering why you 
were doing it*" 


FOUR trapped sailors 
have survived seven 
days in the near-treezing 
conditions of a crippled 
submarine, but another 
seven didn't make it - 
three of them opened the 
door and walked away. 

Luckily they were not stuck 
on the sea-bed, but in the envi¬ 
ronment chamber at the 
Institute of Naval Medicine at 
Alverstoke, Hampshire, which 
lias begun to research the 
problems of survival in a 
sunken submarine. 

Tasked by the Defence Research 
Agency, on behalf of Director of 
Research (Sea), with “maximising 
survival prospects in a disabled 
submarine", the Institute took full 
advantage of the newly-refur¬ 
bished environmental medicine 
chamber, now offering a tempera¬ 
ture range of between OC and 5DC 
to test volunteers under the most 
realistic conditions yet attempted. 

A team of 11 volunicer sub¬ 
mariners was assembled by 
Institute scientists, led by Research 
Officer (Survival) Carol Windle, 
for a ten-day “worst-case scenario" 
trial. 


By Mike 
Gray 


They went through an initial 
escape drill giving a bench-mark, 
then settled down to while away 
the long hours until the final 
escape drill seven days later. 

The temperature steadily 
dropped from 22C to 4C - air 
inside a crippled submarine will 
probably fall to within a couple of 
degrees of the outside water tem¬ 
perature, Humidity was raised to a 
foggy 95 per cent. 

The men spent a week on daily 
rations of lOOg of barley sugar and 
a pint of water each - this being 
the longest a crew would be 
expected to wait for rescue, 
although in reality they would have 
to be prepared to escape at any 
time. 

Exposure 

Although the Americans have 
run sophisticated computer mod¬ 
els of such situations at ambient 
temperatures, and the French 
experimented in the early 9Ds 
using a real submarine over three 
days, this is the first time the 


into action... 
























• Cdr Adrian Whyntie s prize-winning sunset taken from the bows of one of the Navy 's newest frigates HMS Grafton . The VSEL 
Trophy is an annual competition for naval photographers and there are cash prizes of £250, £150 and £100 for the top three entries. 


Commanding view 


THIS BREATH-TAKING view from 
HMS Grafton won Commander Adrian 
Whyntie second place in the Vickers 
Shipbuilding and Engineering Ltd 
photographic competition for pho¬ 


tographers in the Royal Navy, 

The competition offers cash prizes 
for first, second and third placed pic¬ 
tures of £250, £150 and £100 respec¬ 
tively. 


Details of the Trophy competition 
are announced in DCIs and the com¬ 
petition organisers are hoping to 
attract even more entries to next 
year s competition. 


KGFS aims 
to double 
its income 


KING George's Fund for 
Sailors launches a new ini¬ 
tiative this month which 
aims to double the level of 
voluntary income received 
each year. 

The ‘Year of the Seafarer' ini- 
dative to be unveiled by Shipping 
Minister Lord Goschen in January 
already has the enthusiastic back¬ 
ing of the Government, the Royal 
Navy, the Chamber of Shipping 
and leading nautical charities. 

it is designed to focus the pub¬ 
lic's attention on the vital role that 
seafarers play in the life of the 
nation where 95 per cent of trade 
arrives and departs by sea. 

Lives lost 

More than ](KM)I10 people earn 
their living directly from the sea in 
the Royal and Merchant navies 
and as fishermen, and many lives 
are lost each year, leaving behind 
dependant families in need of 
help. 

Director General of the KGFS, 
Captain Martin Appleton, told 
Navy News : "In blunt terms we 
need to double the level of our 
annual voluntary income if we are 
to match the rising costs of sup¬ 
porting seafarers in need and to 
do this we need to adopt more 
modern methods. 


YEA It OF THE 



SEAFARER 


m wm 


"Major national fund-raising 
events have the potential to tilt 
our income to new levels but it is 
the income raised by our magnifi¬ 
cent volunteer committees that 
forms the bedrock of our annual 
fund-raising effort. The £500,tX)ll 
plus that they raise each year is 
essential if we are to to meet 
future demands. 

' The Year of the Seafarer pre¬ 
sents a magnificent opportunity to 
establish new committees and to 
encourage new members to sup¬ 
port our work. 

"It is a brave new initiative and 
if we gel it right. KGFS and the 
nautical charities we support will 
be back on the map in a htg way/' 


1 



Naval Aviation... Amphibious Warfare... Submarines... And more! 

An exciting action packed picture to enjoy every month, in the 




Get A 
Feel 
For the 
Navy l 


Sail through 
January 


Fly past 
November 




II now that we’ve outlined the details - what are 
you waiting tor! 


RDER YOURS NOW 

Don’t get left in Dry Dock - Stocks won’t last forever 

What a super New Years Gift! 

Send us the recipients name and address and We’ll 
even deliver it for you 


Dive right 
into December 


UK inc! p&p 


Surface Mai! Abroad 
incl p&p 


Orders To: 

The Business Manager Navy News, HMS Nelson, 

Portsmouth P013HH 

Cheques payable to Navy News to accompany orders. For orders outside the UK payment can 
be made by Cheque/International Money Order in £ sterling and drawn on UK bank. Or for 
payment by Credit Card/ Switch, UK & Abroad, please use coupon on page 4 

TEL: 01705 826040 FAX: 01705830149 
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synviles 
gather to 
pay tribute 


ADMIRAL of the Fleet 
Sir Edward Ashmore 
has officially unveiled 
a memorial to an old 
classmate. 

Admiral Ashmore was 
at Downside School, 
Somerset, to unveil the 
plaque and hell in hon¬ 
our of Dom Martin 
Salmon, former Abbott 
of the school, who died 
last year. 

Dom Martin was a 
member of the Greynvrle 
Term between 1533 and 
1937 at the Britannia 
Royal Naval College, 
Dartmouth, and saw 
active service In the fast 
war on HMS Arrow, 

At the end of the war 
he became a monk. 

The bell which forms 
part of the memorial is a 
replica of that carried by 
HMS Arrow. 


• On parade - Admiral 
of the Fleet Sir Edward 
Ashmore inspects a 
Quarter Guard provid¬ 
ed by the Downside 
Schoot CCF Navai con¬ 
tingent, which is affiliat¬ 
ed to HMS London. 



Royal guest at RM museum 


A NEW exhibition at the Royal 
Marines Museum welcomed a royal 
guest as its first visitor. 

King Harald of Norway, Honorary 
Colonel Commandant of the Royal 
Marines, opened the North Wing devel¬ 
opment, whieh houses 32 new exhibits 
against a backdrop of lifelike recre¬ 
ations, special effects, and the latest in 
audio-visual and laser disc technology. 

Some £600,000 has bcenspentonthe 
latest stage of the museum s develop¬ 


ment - and the Norwegians chipped in 
with a donation of £5,000. 

Before the VIPs and guests were 
given a lour of the museum, at Eastney 
Barracks in Portsmouth, director 
Colonel Keith Wilkins and curator 
Andy Lane outlined the redevelopment 
project, which aims to create “a new 
museum for a new millennium”, 

□ See next munih’s Navy News for a 
look at what's new in the Royal 
Marines Museum. 




• Lady F/efdbouse presents the Waffle Trophy to Li Joanne Webber 


A SILVER salver and a frying pan were 
among the coveted trophies handed out 
during 810 Squadrons prizegiving at 
RNAS Cu Id rose, Cornwall 

The salver is the Robin Boslock Trophy, pre¬ 
sented to the best Observer completing 
Operational Flying Training (OPT). 

The original presentation of the silverware 
was made to Lt Bostock by 810 Sqn to celebrate 
his marriage, but he was shot down over 
Trondheim by the Germans in 1940. 

In 1986 the trophy returned to the squadron, 
and for 71 Course An ti Submarine Warfare OFT 
the winner was Lt Dan Slueekemann of the 
United States Navy, who is on a two-year 
exchange. 

The frying pan forms the squadron's Waffle 
Trophy, awarded to the student best able to cook 
up a good story, "displaying the verbal and men¬ 
tal dexterity required to manoeuvre their way 
out of any situation." 

The pan, inscribed with names of previous 


winners, was awarded to Lt Joanne Webber, who 
joins 820 Sqn as the first frontline female A5W 
Sea King Observer. 

Other award winners included Lt Colin 
Duncan (Dolphin Trophy for the student dis¬ 
playing the most improvement during OFT); Lt 
Paul Forbes (Geoffrey Turner Trophy for the 
best pilot completing OFT); and S/Li Neil 
Armstrong (Pilkington Daw Trophy for the stu¬ 
dent with best marks for Character and 
Leadership), The prizes were presented by Lady 
Fieldhouse, wife of the late Admiral of the Fleet 
Lord Fieldhouse. ® Lf Dan Slueekemann. 


Busy Beagle 

SURVEY vessel HMS Beagle has been busy 
since refit early last year - culminating in a 
leading role in Operation Green Wader 962, 
During a four-day period. Beagle conduct¬ 
ed two overnight discreet surveys of South 
Coast beaches, which were then rushed to the 
command ship HMS Fearless, which Beagle 
led through a minefield at the culmination of 
the exercise. 

Since her refit, Beagle has also been carry¬ 
ing out continental shelf surveys off the south¬ 
west of England, and recently completed the 
final sheet of an extensive three-year survey of 
the South West Approaches. 


Voohies and 


a frying pan 


Grave doubts add 
to wartime mystery 


TWO GRAVES may hold the key to a wartime 
mystery which has recently been in the spotlight 
- and one could soon be opened. 

As reported In last month's Navy News, a researcher 
has claimed that he has identified the body used by 
intelligence services to deceive the Germans during 
the Second World War. 

A body, given the identity of Major William Martin 
RM, was put into the sea off Huelva, in Spain, carrying 
false "secret dtx:uments” indicating 
an attack on Sicily would be a decoy 
for a real thrust elsewhere. 

The Germans fell for the ruse, 
redeployed their troops, and the 
Allied landings in Sicily in July 
1943 met light resistance, saving 
thousands of lives. 

The story went public in a 
book. Operation Heartbreak , and 
film, giving Martin the title The 
Man Who Never Was - and the 
hunt for his true identity began, 

Roger Morgan, a London town 
planner, believes the body to be 
that of Glyndwr Michael, a 
vagrant who took rat poison and 
died in London in January 1943 - 
recently declassified documents 
actually name Michael although 
nothing is quite what it seems in 
the world of wartime intelligence. 

Others cast doubts on the 
claim, not least because they 
believe the presence of poison 
could have jeopardised the 
deception, code named Operation 
Mincemeat - Marlin had to be a mystery man - 
drowning victim. I he grave of 

Former sailor Colin Gibbon, of Huetva > Spam? 
Pontypridd, South Wales, has re¬ 
entered the fray, saying his candidate has better cre¬ 
dentials - and claiming his story could be hacked by 
the opening of a Treorchy grave, 

Mr Gibbon's interest started in 1954 when, while in 
HMS Ocean in Weymouth Bay, he saw filming of The 
Man Who Never Was on the submarine HMS Scythian. 

Painstaking research led him several years ago to 
the conclusion that the body used was that of Emlyn 
Howells, a barman who died of TB and pneumonia. 

Mr Howell's niece provided photographs which 
showed an uncanny likeness between Mr Howells and 
the corpse of Major Marlin in a Spanish mortuary. 
Now the widower of Mr Howells niece. Fleet Air 


■. mLJ J & jJ jbl/J 


wjUju 



Arm war veteran Ken Fletcher, believes it is time to 
see who lies in the grave marked Emlyn Howells in 
Treorchy - if a body lies there at all. 

An application has been made by Mr Fletcher to 
open the grave in the family plot in Treorchy, but their 
original target date of January 15 looks Hke being 
missed, 

*it is a major decision of mine, and it has not been 
an easy one to make, hut it's the only way we can see 
of getting anywhere with this matter,” said Mr 
Fletcher. 

Mr Gibbon said: "Naval 
Intelligence avoided nothing - 
every detail was worked out. 

"They were playing name 
games - there are so many con¬ 
nections between details on the 
gravestone in Huelva, the book 
Operation Heartbreak and the 
people in Naval Intelligence - 
birthdays, names, even the 
inscription starting "Dulce... 5 - 
Howells 7 niece was called Dulcie, 
"If there is no hody in the 
Treorchy grave it adds weight to 
my story - no one saw inside the 
coffin as it was scaled when it was 
brought by train from London, If 
there is a body, it could be that of 
Glyndwr Michael.” 

But the Huelva grave still 
poses its own questions. 

Originally designated a war 
grave, it was declassified in 1955 
when the Admiralty failed to 
deny that the body in the grave 
was that of a civilian. 

But that decision was reversed 
1977 when a routine internal 


- whose body ties in 
William Martin" in 


Picture: Colin Gibbon review at the Commonwealth War 
Graves Commission led to the 
grave being reclassified as a war grave, on the grounds 
that original inquiries for a body were accepted as hav¬ 
ing been quietly undertaken “in service medical cir¬ 
cles” - indicating that the body could have been that of 
a serviceman. Adding further confusion, Mr Fletcher 
said Emlyn Howell was a member of the Royal Navy 
during the First World War - a former serviceman. 

Even if the Hnelva body was a civilian, his posthu¬ 
mous role in the operation would make a war grave 
appropriate in the eyes of the Commonwealth War 
Graves Commission. 

Reclassification as a war grave normally bestows 
greater protection than civilian regulations. 


SHIPS CRESTS 

@ Crown Copyright 

Original, Handcrafted, Crests. 

LARGE £14.00+ P/P. 
SMALL £10.00+ P/P. 

Lists Available tm Kp<]uf*(- 

Tcl: John on 01705 527646 
All Proceeds to Charity 



What could be nicer .... 


FLOWERS FROM 

CORNWALL 


FQH AJUL OCCASIONS INCLUDING 
VALENTINES DAY, MOTHERS DAY, 

AND EASTER BY POST 

Despatched by 1st Class Mail in an attractive gift 
box with your own message (up to 12 words) 
INCLUSIVE PRICES 

15 FLOWERS £6.50 
30 FLOWERS £9.50 

Visa/Access Accepted (Please slate expiry date). 
Cbeques/P.O/s payable to Ennis Farm Flowers. 
Telephone Orders : 01736 754003 
or by post to “Flowers from Cornwall," Freepost, P.O. Box 16, 
SL Ives, Cornwall, TK 26 2BS. 


LONDON INreimtONAL 

rm show m 

Mat tit AJU*y _ Meet AW* 

WHEN: Friday 3rd - Sunday 12th January 1997 

Press & Preview day - 2nd January 
WHERE: Earls Court Exhibition Centre, London, SW5 

TRANSPORT: Earls Court tube - on the Piccadilly & District lines 
TIMES: 10am to 7pm daily. Sunday 12th January {10am to 6pm) 

LATE NIGHT: Open until 9.30pm on Thursday 9th January 
ADMISSION: Adults £8.50. Senior Citizens £6.50. After 4pm £6. 

Children: Two children under 16 admitted FREE when 
accompanied by an adult. Additional and unaccompanied 
children £6.50ea. Preview day £11.50 (available in advance only) 


SAVE £2 BY BOOKING IN ADVANCE 

The normal admission price Of £6.50 for an adult Is reduced to £6.50 if you book 
before December 30th 1096, Advance booking for groups of ten or more £5,50 per 
person. Tickets booked in advance also admit two under 16s FREE with each 
adult. Tickets valid for any day of the show except January 2nd. 

TO BOOK YOUR TICKETS CALL 01733 890187 
and quote reference number F9002 (lines open 24hours} 


For details regarding access for the Disabled please call 0171 3608078 

for further information please contact the BMIF Press Office on:- 

Tel: 01784 473377 or Fax: 01784 439678 
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People in the News 




• Major Julian Baxter. 


RM major is 
Commander 

A ROYAL Marines major 
has broken new ground at 
HMS Drake, Plymouth. 

Major Julian Baxter has been 
appointed Commander of 
Drake the first RM officer to 
hold this appointment, effec¬ 
tively making Major Baxter the 
Executive Officer. 

Major Baxter, who has been in 
the Royals for 23 years, was pro- 1 
vkiUHly Executive Officer at HMS 
Warrior, ClNCFLEET'S HQ. 

Top safety post for 
retired vice admiral 

THE NEW Director General of 
the British Safety Council is retired 
Vice Admiral Sir Neville Purvis. 

Sir Neville (60), who was Chief 
Executive of the British Standards 
Institution, joined the Submarine 
Service in 1959, serving in HM 
Ships Turpin, Dreadnought and 
Repulse. 

Among his other appointments. 
Sir Neville commanded HMS 
Colli ngwood from 1985-87, was 
Director General, Future Material 
Projects (Naval) until I9KK, then 
Director General, Naval 
Manpower and Training until 1991). 

I ie was due to lake up his 
appointment on January 2. 


Eleventh-hour visit 
caps 37-year career 



• Family visit - Flying Officer Karen Roberts at HMS Cambridge 
with her father, CPO Robbie Roberts. 

Piclure: Stuart McDawell. Sunday Inctspandenl 


IT WAS a long time in coming 
- but Chief Petty Officer 
(Missile) Alan Roberts' daugh¬ 
ter finally found out what he 
did for a living. 

" Robbie” had been planning a 
visit by his daughter Karen for 
seven years, ever since she joined 
the Royal Air Force. 

Eventually, in the final week of 
his unblemished 37-year career, 
Karen managed to get to see Dad 
at the Navy’s School of Gunnery at 
HMS Cambridge near Plymouth, 
where he took her on a guided 
tour. 

Robbie (52), from Torpoinl, 
joined the service in 1959 at the 
age of 15, and served on ten ships 
before being drafted to HMS 
Cambridge two years ago. 

He saw action in the Falkland* 
and Gulf wars, represented the 
Royal Navy in international pistol 
and rifle shooting, and is believed 
to he one of the oldest fully-quali¬ 


fied Naval Divert. 

“tfs been a cracking life, and 
wilt be very difficult to leave,” he 
said. 

"Tve lived a real sailor s life but 
I am still as fit as ever, fve served 
all over the world - the only coun¬ 
try I’ve missed out on is Japan. 

41 Now fm hoping to gel a job on 
the Torpoinl Ferry as 1 really can't 
stay away from the water,” 

Robbie said Karen (27) original¬ 
ly intended to join the Navy, hut at 
5ft tall was too short for the Senior 
Service. She is now a flying officer 
serving at RAF St Mawgan in 
Cornwall. 

“I’m proud of my father's 
achievements and I had a wonder¬ 
ful day in the Navy's Gunnery 
School seeing what my father gets 
up to,” said Karen, 

“Unfortunately for Dad l was in 
my uniform and he had to salute 
me, much to the enjoyment of his 
workmates.” 



60 th birthday^ 
spent at sea 

Pictured left is the NAAFI 
manager in HMS Invincible, 
Michael Anglin, who was 
presented with a cake to 
celebrate his 60th birthday 
while the aircraft carrier 
was on passage to the Gulf, 
During his 33 years of 
servjce with the NAAFI, 
Michael has served in ten 
Royal Navy ships, J 



• NATO medal-winner WTR 
Balaji Rajan at Naples . 

Admiral visits 
NATO team 
in Naples HQ 

ROYAL Navy personnel 
based in Italy were present¬ 
ed with medals by the First 
Sea Lord during his recent 
tour of the NATO HQ. 

Admiral Sir Jock Slater was 
at Naples to visit the 
Commander Naval Forces 
Southern Europe base in 
Naples, where 45 RN people 
work. Seven received the 
NATO Medal for Service to 
Former Yugoslavia. 

Highlight of the visit was his 
attendance as Guest of Honour 
at Trafalgar Night - and the 
celebration is somewhat differ¬ 
ent in Naples in that ladies are 
invited to attend, which is seen 
as appropriate as it was in 
Naples that Nelson formed his 
relationship with Lady 
Hamilton. 

More than 100 officers and 
partners attended, and other 
guests included Admiral 
Angeii, Commander Naval 
Forces Southern Europe, Miss 
Patricia Kelly, the British 
Consul General in Naples, and 
representatives of Italy, the 
United States, Germany, 
Canada and Australia - and 
even members of the Army and 
Royal Air Force. 





PRESENT ATION CALLS (Regulation Pattern) 

make really great GIFTS or AWARDS 


Expertly ENGHA VED with Name. Rank and Number or a message m a 
girlfriend etc. In presentation box Kith matching 501 n rutik-thain, historical 
noirs atul a guide to piping 

Z2ct Gold Plated Call £24.95 Silver Plated Call £2130 

Polished Brass & Copper Call £14.95 NjckeJ-PJatcd Call £14.95 

Eflpivifif tl.jtl per line m up il. fH- uisd {eapiuh ml numhen d* 2 ). Mttirtitn) 4 h vi i2 
each wfcl. Wc Jim jl iriwn hh-e*-*! Wc dtp miMwfjtUin: urxnprjvnl rcyu-Uinn ruvjl issue' culls M 

jmJ chums Ji O W. PtiqlafC £IJ(1. SpccwJ lot RN Arat'jutmv LFcuii. 5c j 




The 9deal 
Cupids gift 


Say it with Jtowers 
JVty “Valentine ... 

Note . For whs 4-16 Feb please add £ 6 L per 12 roses, £ff per 
24 roses, £6 Bouquet special , £6 Rose bouquet 

( Please us e this as an order form ) 


12 roses red/pink (targe) £13,85 

24 Roses Red/Pink/YettowfGoid (large) f 18.50 

12 Carnations RedfPtnk/Mixed £12.50 

40 Freest a Mixed with Fern £14.7$ 

Bouquet Special mixed 50 Flowers with Fern £22.50 

Bouquet Carnations, Freesias, Fern 30 Flo wars £70.50 

Bouquet Spray Carnations. Freesias t Fern 20 Flowers £11.50 


Bouquet Dusty pink Roses, Pink Carnations,Freesia&fFem £17.50 


Cute range of "Cuddlies" available send for list 


DON'T FORGET! ORDER EARLY 


my* s jn/ry s 

NB: Peak Period - Flowers mtf be used from al/ror sources. 

Flamingo, Bas CapeMes, St Sampson 
Guernsey, C.l. GY2 4WB 
Tel: 014S1 46708 Fax:0l48l 43406 
VisaiAcceas/Arnex Accepted 
(Please Incl e*p date) 

Cheques /PO payable Joys Roses 


Bodybuilder’s secret: 
hard work, not drugs 



A CHIEF Petty Officer from 
848 Sqn is on the trophy trail 
after competing with the top 
British bodybuilders 

Bill Young, who is 
based at Yeovilton, took 
the Welsh Heavyweight 
title and was also over¬ 
all Welsh champion at 
Aberdare in October, 
which qualified him 
for the Association of 
Natural Bodybuilders 
British final. 

There, in his first 
year as a heavyweight 
he came seventh out 
14, and he believes another 
year of gaining weight and 
muscle should put turn in with a 
good chance or winning the GB 
heavyweight title next year. 


Bill (pictured) said his success 
proved you can get good results and 
physiques without drugs, with a little 
time and hard work, 

'Anyone can reach the 
standard 1 have if they want 
to. 1 can show anyone of 
any age and ability how 
to get fitter, stronger 
and more healthy. 1 ' 

Bill and his training 
artner and girlfriend 
lainc also helped with 
the diet and training of 
Royal Marine Simon 
Marlin, based in Poole, 
who followed in Bills 
footsteps by taking the 
Welsh Novice title. 

Anyone washing to contact Bill 
can write to him at K48 Naval Air 
Squadron, HMS Heron, RNAS 
Yeovilton, llcbe.ster BA22 8HT 



• Sea service - Petty Officer Paula Day being baptised by 
chaplain the Reverend Bernard Clarke in the Sunday service at 
sea in HMS Invincible during the aircraft carrier’s Gulf patrol. 



• WARRANT Officer John 
Notley has become the first 
RN WO to be awarded a post¬ 
graduate diploma from the 
University of Plymouth in 
Applied Meteorology and 
Oceanography, after suc¬ 
cessfully completing the 
Meteorological Officers 
Course, John, who lives in 
Hefston, Cornwall, serves as 
a meteorological forecaster 
at RNAS Yeovilton. 


Workers sail with ship 



MEMBERS of Bolton s local services took 
the chance to spend a week at sea when 
HMS Beaver visited her affiliated town. 

Four firemen, two policemen and two 
postal workers sailed from Plymouth in the 
Type 22 frigate and watched various exercis¬ 
es in the English Channel before taking part 
in the Thursday War. 

The firemen - Jim Marsden, Brian Beales, 
Alan Barlow and Steve Plimley - had a good 
look at the firefighting equipment and tech¬ 
niques, while the policemen, Andy Crook and 
Paul Nolan, were shown the ropes by 
Beaver s Master At Arms, Mick Cox. 

The week ended at Liverpool when the ship 
arrived for a busy weekend of sport and 
social engagements in Bolton, including a 
dance, tug-of-war, golf, rugby, and a trip to 
Old Trafford. 












































































NAVY NEWS, JANUARY ]W7 17 



People in the News 



Beach is 
dry run for 
Arctic slog 

TWO ROYAL Marines have 
been preparing fur a four-month 
trek across the Arctic by taking to 
the beach in Cornwall 

Sgt Sean Chappie, of 42 
Commando, Plymouth, and CpI Alan 
Chambers, of 4(1 Commando, 
Taunton, aim to become the first 
unsupported British team to walk to 
the North Pole, taking 110 days. 

And the sands of Port wrinkle beach 
represent the snow across which they 
will have to ski, dragging 4(X)lb of 
supplies and equipment. 

The two men have also been work¬ 
ing on strength and stamina, hauling 
tyres around Dartmoor, swimming 
fully clothed in the local pool and 
dragging upturned vaulting horses 
around the gym for hours on end. 

The walk, planned for 199S, will 
lake them from Canada to the pole - 
and Canada is their destination for a 
seven-week training period at 
Resolute Bay starting next month, 
when plans and equipment will he 
fully evaluated. 

Before that the two Royals will 
undergo a week at low temperatures 
in the Institute of Naval Medicine’s 
environment chamber in AJverstoke, 
Hampshire, where they will acclima¬ 
tise to the harsh conditions expected 
in Canada. 

The Institute will also be using the 
expedition to gather information on 
how humans cope with low tempera¬ 
tures, 

Sean and Alan are no strangers to 
rigorous expeditions - they were part 
of an unsupported four man team 
which crossed Iceland on Foot acid skis 
i n m5. 

-i Cold spell at the Institute of 
Naval Medicine - pages 12 and 13 


TVust helps to 
ease the pain 



• Making life easier ~ 7bru Richardson in her new riser/recliner chair ; holding the 
portable nebulizer With her is Tim Goss, her Naval Family Services social worker. 


A NAVY wife’s life has been made a 
great deal easier thanks to the Royal 
Naval Benevolent Trust. 

Toni Richardson (28), who is married to a 
serving O/M (SM) and lives with her two chil¬ 
dren in a service married quarter, has suffered 
a troublesome back complaint for more than 
eight years. 

A year ago she collapsed at work and was 
confined to bed. 

She never fully recovered from surgery per¬ 
formed at her local hospital and she now 
relies heavily on walking slicks to get around 
her home, and is wheelchair-dependant out¬ 
side. 

As a result of her condition and poor 
mobility, Toni has been virtually housebound 
for a year, and was often confined to an arm¬ 
chair, which her occupational therapist 
deemed unsuitable as it w r as extremely uncom¬ 
fortable, and placed an unacceptable strain on 
her hack. 

The cost of a more suitable riser/recliner 
chair, which would allow Toni to change posi¬ 
tion and would provide more support for her 
legs, relieving a good deal of pain, was put at 
£810 - well beyond the family's resources. 

At this point the RNBT’s Grants 
Committee stepped in and, together with the 
Navy Special Fund, met the full cost of the 
new chair. 

The riser facility now allows Toni to stand 
up without aggravating her spinal condition 
further. 

The Grants Committe also provided cash to 
enable Toni lo buy a portable nebulizer, which 
relieves the breathing problems from which 
she also suffers. 

□ RNBT annual report - page 10. 



• MEM Lee McCubbin. 


AWARD FOR 
LI FES AVER 


A SAILOR has been presented 
with the Royal Humane Society 
Resuscitation Certificate after 
saving the life of a child. 

HMS Gloucester was visit¬ 
ing Doha, in Saudi Arabia, 
when MEM Lee McCubbin 
Lee saw young boy face down 
in the water. 

He raced in, brought the 
child ashore and revived him. 


Abseiling away 
on RN carrier 

IT MAY never catch on as a way 
of disembarking, but it could raise 
big money for the Anthony Nolan 
Bone Marrow Trust. 

Royal Engineer CpI Andy 
Loflus abseiled from the carrier 
HMS Ark Royal in Portsmouth as 
a prelude to a sponsored event to 
be held later this year 

CpI Loftus took around 3Q sec¬ 
onds to descend the 100ft drop 
from the bridge - and hopes his 
example will encourage up lo 300 
others lo sign up lor the charity 
abse i 1, ra isi n g u p I o 131U H ML 


Officer joins the medics 



# On his rounds - Adrian Whyntie's brief appearance in 
Cardiac Arrest. Pickjre courtesy World Productions for BBC Scotland 


A Royal Navy officer was seen masquerad¬ 
ing as a doctor by millions of people - but 
it was ail in a good cause. 

Cdr Adrian Whyntie, Weapons Engineer 
Officer on the Navy's newest Type 23 
frigate HMS Grafton, spotted the World 
Productions TV crew and cast of BBC's 
Cardiac Arrest series in a Glasgow pub 
while the ship was still in build. 

Cdr Whyntie wondered if there was a 
chance to appear on the show - and 
became Dr Nick Stevens, an extra seen for 
a couple of seconds in episode 11, 
watched by 5,3 million viewers. 

A small fee given to him was passed to 
the ship’s charity chest, which went to the 
Mayor of Ipswich's Charity Fund. 


Dolphins at the North Pole 

DOLPHINS were sighted near 
the North Pole when one of HMS 
Trafalgar's youngest sailors suc¬ 
cessfully completed his sub¬ 
mariners qualifying board, 

OM (TSSM) Tom mo Thomas 
was awarded his Dolphins badge, 
plus traditional tot of rum, by 
Commander John Gower while 
the submarine lay surfaced near 
(he North Pole. 

Trafalgar has been exercising in 
the Arctic and the Atlantic, includ¬ 
ing w r ork with an American subma¬ 
rine under the pack-ice, torpedo 
trials with JIMS Westminster, and 
she has also been gathering envi¬ 
ronmental data on ice melting due 
lo global warming. 

She returned to Devonport at 
the beginning of December. 

Chaplains bar is chaplain’s brainchild 

A ROYAL Navy chaplain’s great affection for 
silent film star Charlie Chaplin has surfaced in a 
new coffee bar at HMS Collingwood. 

Chaplains Coffee Bar has been designed to provide 
all personnel al the Navy’s school of weapon engi¬ 
neering and communications training with an alterna¬ 
tive venue for breaks and lunchtimes. 

The bar has naturally taken the theme of Charlie 
Chaplin, containing photographs and props of the 
great actor, and was the idea of Church of England 
chaplain Mike Brotherton, who himself has an office 
full of Chaplin memorabilia. 

_ First Sea Lord Admiral Sir Jock Slater officially 

• Admiral Sir Jock Staler officially opens opened the har during a recent visit Lo ihe establish- 
Chaplains Coffee Bar al HMS CoWngwood. ment, which is in Fareham. Hampshire. 




• Tot at the top of the worid - Tommo Thomas receives his 
Dolphins and tot of rum from Cdr John Gower on HMS Trafalgar 


THE ROYAL NAVAL 



For past and present Sailors, Royal Marines 
and their dependants 



Help Us to Help Others 

Please send a donation and ask us about 
sponsored events, covenants and legacies 



The Royal Naval Benevolent Trust 
311 , Twy ford Avenue 
Portsmouth P02 8PE 

Telephone: (01705) 690112 
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t reckon this trip will be one of those joys they say sailor service brings! 
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Never mind the 
Man Who 
Never Was 


THE CONTINUING dispute over the identity of the Man 
Who Never Was is one of a type that holds a perverse fas¬ 
cination these days. 

Who cares who he was? Well, of course a lot of people 
do. Everyone loves a mystery - more and more in these 
uncertain times as the approach of the millenium has 
brought about an explosion of interest in strange stories, 
arcane philosophies, mysticism, UFOs and the like. 

It is part of the mystery of faith: we hope the Man Who 
Never Was may have had a story of his own to tell to 
make him a bit special. More probably he was entirely 
unworthy of note - except that his mortal remains were 
given up to serve a mythology that survives the hard facts, 
as myths always tend to do. 

We have lately also been presented with the 'revelation 1 
that many Jews served in the Wehrmacht - even at high 
level, where they were cynically maintained by the Nazis 
who expected they could revise their situation once their 
talents had served their purpose 

Also that the inhabitants of the Channel Islands collabo¬ 
rated with the occupying forces to a greater extent than 
the popular image suggests. 

The instinct of self-preservation - the vital instinct of all 
forms of life - dictated their actions, so why should we be 
surprised? 

On the other side of the coin, more information has late¬ 
ly come out of the archives relating to the wartime roles of 
the Duke of Windsor and King George VI. 

The latter was, like his father, a naval officer by training 
- and by temperament too, we are now told, belying his 
own received image of a reluctant monarch sustained only 
by the support of his wife. 

Well, this wasn’t a revelation' either - to those in the 
know he was always a better bet than his more glamorous, 
shallow elder brother. 

l Tm just a naval officer," he is said to have exclaimed 
when told he might have to take over the throne from 
Edward VfIL 

It could be argued that naval training brought out many 
of his best qualities. 

There has been a lot of talk in the national press of how 
the Armed Services of many European - and east 
European - countries have lately come to look at our train¬ 
ing as a role model. 

Most of today's role models - fashion and film stars, 
media upstarts in general - have little to recommend them. 
So these so-called revelations may at least serve as 
reminders of an era when our forefathers' idea of duty, 
whether to country or to family, was as much an instinct as 
a requirement. Even if some of them interpreted if in differ¬ 
ent ways. 

Whoever the Man Who Never Was was, he was dis¬ 
guised as a package of irreproachable naval background - 
and the enemy bought it. 

So don't let’s bother too much who he really was, this 
mystery man of half a century ago - let's bother a bit more 
about what we might become in the next one. And what 
we might help others become. 


GRANTS COMMITTEE PAYS OUT £190,000 


Funds seek better 

value for money 


VALUE for money came 
first when awarding grants 
for establishment yachts 
and other major sports 
equipments, the Sailors 
Fund and Fleet Amenities 
Fund Grants Committee 
agreed. 

Yachts in particular should 
come under closer scrutiny 
with regard to useage, for 
which applicants should pro¬ 
vide details. 

All applicants- chances of suc¬ 
cess were aided by the written 
quality of their bids. 

The following grants were 
approved: 

Half yearly grant to HM Ships 
and Submarines - £48,870; to 


RM Commando Units - £9,000; 
to the Regular Forces 
Employment Agency - £9,618 
plus the same amount from the 
Fled Amenities Fund* 

Yearly grant to CinC Fleet 
Central Amenities Fund from 
FAF - £1,500; for TVs in ships and 
submarines from FAF - £6,200. 

Annual subsidy from FAF for 
films in HM ships serving in 
South Atlantic, Gulf and 
Adriatic -£ 1,500. 

GRANTS TO PROJECTS 

RN (Youth) Football 
Association for N9 Dallas Cup 
competition - £1 > 120 (SF), £280 
(FAF) plus £1,500 from the Sports 
Lottery. Also £500 (SF) to pur¬ 
chase new sports strip. 


RN/RM Triathlon Association 

for tour to Lanzarotte - £2,340 
, £585 (FAF), 

MS Pursuer as convertible 
loans to refurbish Wardroom - 
£3,162 (SF), £790 (FAF), 

RN Volleyball Association 
tour of Norfolk, Virginia - £2,000 
(SF), £500 (FAF) and £1,500 from 
Sports Lottery. 

Royal Marines Condor for 

shower and toilet at Lovat Lodge - 
£3,600 (SF), £90(1 (FAF). 

RN Football Association to 
lour Norfolk, Virginia - £2,800 
(SF), £700 (FAF) and £1,500 from 
Sports Lottery. 

HMS Neptune (Families 
Education Employment and 
Training Service) to purchase com¬ 
puter - £H45 (SF), £211 (FAF), 
HMS Monmouth £5,400 (SF), 




• Convertible loans: HMS Monmouth received £6,750 to refurbish the CPOs Mess. 


£1,350 (FAF) as convertible loans 
for CPOs Mess refurbishment. 

RN Women’s Hockey 
Association for tour to South 
Africa-£6,128 (SF), £1,532 (FAF), 
Plus £51X) (SF) to purchase sports 
strip. 

HMS Nelson for Nepal 97 
expedition - £6,400 (SF), £1,600 


(FA r F n ) - 


(S 2, 


Winter Sports Assn 

towards Inter Service and British 
Championships costs - £8,000 
F), £2,000 (FAF), 

Sports Parachute 
Association to purchase two air- 
craft radios - £6,563 (SF), £L64I 
(FAF) and £500 from Sports 
Lottery. 

HMS Osprey for weight train¬ 
ing and cardio vascular equipment 

£6,754 (SF), £1,689 (FAF) and 
£3,000 from Sports Lottery. 

Victory Services Club for con¬ 
version of bedrooms to en-suite 
facilities and family rooms - 
£10,000 (SF), £2,500 (FAF) as 
interest free loans. 

British Services Gimmigela 
expedition - £8,800 (SF), £2,200 
(FAF). 

Subsidy for SF/FAF French 
cottage lettings - £12,000 (SF), 
£3,000 (FAF). 

RM Barracks Chivenor for 

equipment for Water Sports Club - 
£12,246 (SF), £3,062 (FAF) and 
£1,000 from Sports Lottery. 

HMS Excellent for Ship’s 
Company Bar and Recreation 
Area - £30,280 (SF), £7,570 (FAF)* 
to be attributed to the annual 
donation from Pussers Rum. 

HMS Dryad for establishment 
yacht replacement - £48,000 (SF), 
£12,000 (FAF), 

RH Haslar for donation to St 
John and Red Cross library books 
- £4,000 (SF) ,£1,000 (FAF) 

£6,400 (SF) and £1,600 (FAF) 
was set aside for three minute tele¬ 
phone calls for RN seagoing per¬ 
sonnel at sea on Christmas Day. 

All other applications were 
u nsuccessful. 


□ Revised guidelines for the 
submission of grant applications 
are contained in BR 8588. 
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hLL fired up again 



Chances Peak 
volcano back 
on the boil 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO JOHN BROWN FOR 1ST DECEMBER 


A S HMS Boxer approached the Caribbean island 
of Montserrat last month there were fears that 
the Chances Peak volcano was again threaten¬ 
ing to erupt, writes Paul Parrack. 

The intense pressure which has been building up on 
Galways Wall on one side of the peak had caused large 
cracks to appear and there was a possibility that these 
would cause the face to fracture. 

Should this happen, the ensuing lateral blast of hot material 
could scatter over a wide sector of south western Montserrat. 

The West Indies Guardship's commanding officer Cdr Mike 
Mansergh flew ashore in her Lynx helicopter to consult with the 
island's Governor as the Type 22 frigate anchored in Olde Road 
Bay. 

Overnight the situation appeared to have stabilised somewhat 
and fears of any immediate explosions had subsided. 

The risks, however, still remained, with the volcanic alert, state 
orange, still in force. This makes almost all the southern half of 
the island off limits. 

Laid waste 

During the ship’s planned three-day visit key personnel toured 
the island with local government officials, inspecting the emer¬ 
gency facilties, hospital and communications stations to enable 
the ship to integrate and co-ordinate effectively should the situa¬ 
tion require her quick return. 

Meanwhile the planned programme of events for the visit was 
allowed to go ahead and HMS Boxer s ship's company were 
given a warm welcome by villagers as they came ashore. 

Life in the village of Salem, close by the Jetty, appears to be rel¬ 
atively undisturbed, despite the volcano’s presence,dominating 
the skyline, its top shrouded in mist. 

The countryside seems fresh and green and it is only from the 
air that the lava flows and areas laid waste by the fall of hot ash 
can be clearly seen. 

Working parties were landed to paint and renovate, sporting fix¬ 
tures against local teams were played and a party for children 
was arranged in traditional RN style, the sailors dressed as 
pirates. 

HMS Boxer’s presence in the area continues to reassure the 
islanders. She is well equipped to provide technical support and 
if necessary will act as an emergency command and communica¬ 
tions centre. 

Weapons trials 

She was spending the Christmas period in nearby Puerto Rico 
and was one of the RN units taking part in ITV's Christmas Day 
special hosted by Anthea Turner. 

Just prior to arriving off Montserrat she took on fuel from the 
Royal Fleet Auxiliary tanker RFA Gold Rover and took the oppor* 
tunity to exercise with the French landing ship FNS Francis 
Gamier 

Deployed in the area at the same time was HMS Westminster. 
The Type 23 frigate has been conducting weapons trials at the 
Atlantic Underwater Test and Evaluation Centre off Andros Island 
in the Bahamas. 

She visited Port Canaveral to prepare for these and some mem¬ 
bers of her ship’s company snapped up the chance of a privi¬ 
leged tour of the Kennedy Space Centre where the Space Shuttle 
Columbia was preparing for take off. 

Later she moved 100 miles up the Mississippi River to become 
the first RN vessel to visit New Orleans in six years. 


As we told you in our December issue we hope to be 
launching our new under 12’s readers Club in July. The Club 
will have its own special section in Navy News. 

But we need your help before the official launch of the Club! 

Last month we asked you to give us ideas for the Club's name and we still need 
lots more names to choose from, so keep thinking! 

Every good Club should have a mascot and your’s will be no exception. 

CAN YOU THINK Of AN WA FOR A MASCOT 

"Simon says"- send us your ideas, you can use pencils, crayons or 
even a computer to draw a picture of your ideal mascot. It could 
be an animal, something nautical or even a totally made up figure. 

There’s a prize for the best idea! 

The closing date for the Club name or mascot is March 1st 1997. 

In our last issue we told you that Navy News will make Club members birthdays 
very special. If you provide us with your date of birth on joining the Club you may 
_ have an entry like this on your special day. 


Well that's it for now but we will be back next month to let you know 
how the entries are going for the names and mascots for our new 
Under 12's Readers Club. 

Send Your Ideas to: 

Under 12’s Readership Club, Navy News HMS Nelson 
Portsmouth POI 3HH. 


• Above: with protective 
covers over her equipment 
against the threat of failing 
ash t HAfS Boxer lies at 
anchor off Montserrat the vol¬ 
cano of Chances Peak veiled , 
as usual , in mist Inset: how it 
looked in August 1995 when 
the threat of a major eruption 
appeared imminent, HMS 
Westminsters Lynx helicopter 
taking gas samples . 

• Be tow: back in the kites* 
Indies again, HMS 
Westminster carries out a 
night-time gunnery exercise. 
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A SPINNING Swordfish propeller in the wardroom 
mess is one of the reminders of 819 Squadron's past. 

The prop, being shown off here by the Commanding 
Officer of HMS Gannet, Gdr Nigel Am afl-Cul liford, is driven 
hv an electric motor at a leisurely 23 revs per minute. It is set 
in motion for special occasions - normally the anniversary of 
the Taranto raid on November 11. 

A trench has been sunk in the wardroom floor to allow run¬ 
ning clearance. Since 1990 the propeller has been comple¬ 
mented by a refurbished engine, found by chance by a Royal 
Marines officer who stumbled across the wreckage of a 
Swordfish on a Scottish hillside near Balmoral 

For the silver jubilee celebrations, the prop is being given a 
brilliant shine by Lt Cdr (SCC) Don Briggs and two of his Sea 
Cadet students - PO Deborah Atherton of Greenock unit and 
AB John Col lard of Chelmsford, They are on the national 
mechanical engineering course held at the base. 

The propeller was spun for the silver jubilee dinner hosted 
by the CO and attended by Flag Officer Naval Aviation. Rear 
Admiral Terry Lough ran, and former COs of the air station 
and squadrons which have been based there. 


Celebration 
with a whirl 


Silver jubilee 
for guardians 
of the north 


HMS Gannet, the Royal Naval air station at Prestwick, 
near Glasgow has celebrated its silver jubilee, having 
been commissioned on November 23,1971. In this spe¬ 
cial feature Navy News takes a look at the past, the pre¬ 
sent and the changes ahead for the Navy’s most 
northerly air base. 


RITA I NTs strategic deterrent 
.is the Sword of Damocles 
' protecting us against nuclear 
attack - but who watches over the 
deterrent? In the air above the 
northern coasts it is 819 Naval Air 
Squadron, flying Sea King anti-sub- 
marine helicopters in all weathers 
from HMS Gannet in Scotland. 

It has been operating from the base 
on the north side of Prestwick Airport 
for 25 years. Since November 23, 1971 
their watch on the Clyde, the highway 
for at first Polaris and now Trident sub¬ 
marine patrols, has been unfailing. 

Meanwhile, a smaller but more publicised 
part of their task has been to save hundreds 
if not thousands of lives in search and rescue 
sorties which have grown fourfold over the 
past ten years and are now approaching an 
average of one a day. 


Sea detachments 


Wartime buildings 


The naming of the base after a quarrel¬ 
some seabird with a reputation for vora¬ 
ciousness may not seem particularly appro¬ 
priate. but since the Second World War the 
name has been associated with RN air sta¬ 
tions, most notably the former RAF base at 
Eglinton, County Londonderry from 1943 
until the early Sixties, as well as Gannet 0 
and lit at Maydown and Belfast respectively, 

The need for airborne anti-submarine 
support of the new Polaris submarines result¬ 
ed in the transfer of 819*5 six Sea King Mk. Is 
from Cu Id rose to the Prestwick base which 
was then largely composed of old buildings 
constructed during the war. 

Today, the base bears little resemblance to 
the original site and in recent years a com¬ 
prehensive rebuild has provided modern 
accommodation, new hangars, a new sick bay 
and, most recently, a much improved 
squadron building and purpose-burll met 
office. 

The aircraft have changed, too. Advances 
in avionics and detection equipment have 
updated the Sea Kings, of which the Mk 6 
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variant is now in service, and by the end of 
the century 819 expects to he flying the new 
Merlin. 

Strength of the squadron has been 
enhanced, too. since its amalgamation just 
over three years ago with 826 NAS. Now it 
has eight Sea King Mk 6s as well as a Mk 5 
which is dedicated to search and rescue. 

Much of the squadron s work is in anti¬ 
submarine warfare sorties and training, as 
well as participation in exercises to tcsT the 
ability of prospective submarine command¬ 
ing officers to evade detection. 


But 819's activities reach far beyond 
Scotland, Last year its work included five 
detachments to sea - including embarkation 
in HMS Illustrious for the transatlantic 
Exercise Purple Star, operations from a 
Dutch auxiliary, and a spell on board RFA 
Fort George for a recent exercise. 

Inevitably, though, it is the SAR activities 
which grab the headlines. Throughout the 
year the squadron provides cover over a 
huge area, hounded by the Isle of Man, Fori 
William in the north, The Firth of Forth in the 
east, and stretching 225 miles wesi of 
Northern Ireland. 






That side of the squadron's work has over 
the years included many high-profile opera¬ 
tions - including participation in the search 
and rescue efforts during the Piper Alpha 
disaster - and has been spotlighted by a 
major TV documentary series screened in 

m 


More recently, the SAR aircraft - callsign 


ugn 

Rescue 177 - was in the news when tt airlift¬ 
ed a sick sailor from a Russian submarine 


operating in heavy seas in the ns 
approaches, and during the summe 
saved an injured, 14-year-old girl by 
her out of a narrow ravine in Camj 
near Glasgow. 

Humanitarian acts such as those i 
edly help Gannet to maintain its si 
with the local community, and the j 
Scotland as a whole. 

Exemplifying those links w f as 
Councils invitation to Gannet pen 
attend a civic dinner on Novcmh 
mark the silver jubilee. 


Strong in suppoi 


THE AIRCRAFT and aircrew at HMS 
Gannet are sustained by a large support 
team which Includes 8D maintainors, 60 
air engineering ratings, 1$ caterers and 
a stores department which stocks 
15,000 different items ranging from heli¬ 
copter engines to mattresses. 


There is also a 15-strong op 
department providing 24-hour c< 
days of the year, a team of 13 r m 
dedicated meteorological and 
graphic office and 106 civil 
administration, building main! 
cleaning and transport roies. 


Picture: HMS Neptune! 
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Rescue of 
“ Craig ant ^ 


Trophy for perilous re 


• The Maersk Angus 
operation in 1981. 


• Rescue of the 
Virgin Atlantic baE 


loonlsts In 1907. 


THE PICTURES 


by LA(PHOT) Adrian Hughes 


Taranto raiders 


ONE OF the Fleet Air 
Arm's most notable Battle 
Honours - Taranto 1940 - 
is held by 819 Naval Air 
Squadron. 

The squadron, which was 
formed that year, was 
equipped with Swordfish tor¬ 
pedo bombers and was 
embarked in HM3 Illustrious 
for the carrier-borne attack 
on the Italian fleet at anchor 
in Taranto harbour. 

The surprise raid caused 
so much damage tha! it effec- 
tlvely neutralised the 
enemy's capital ships for 
several months. 

After that, 819 was briefly 
I absorbed by 815 Squadron 
before reforming under 
Coastal Command for 
minelaying duties in the 
North Sea. 

in 1943 the squadron was 


back at sea, flying from HMS 
Archer on Atlantic convoy 
duties during which 819 
made a successful attack on 
U-752. 

With the addition of eight 
Wildcat fighters to squadron 
strength, 819 downed tour 
enemy aircraft and sank 
another U-boat in 1944. From 
then until the end of the war 
the squadron flew night 
patrols over the North Sea 
from airfields on the east 
coast and later in Belgium. 

Disbanded in 1945, 819 
was not reformed until 1961 
when it was equipped with 
Wessex anti-submarine heli¬ 
copters and based at first at 
Eglinton. Disbanded again In 
1971, it was reformed a 
month later at Culdrose 
shortly before moving to 
Gan net. 


Quarter century 
oLsaving lives 


1 — The Search and Rescue heli¬ 
copter of SI 9 Squadron practises 
landing in confined areas in the hills 
of Galloway. 

2 - In Gannets operations room, 
P0ACMN Peter West briefs Sea King 
observer Lt Mike Pearson. 

3 ~A civilian mountain rescue team 
disembark from the SAR aircraft dur¬ 
ing a winter training exercise. 

4 - Prime role for 819 Squadron is 
anti-submarine support for Trident 
submarines. 

5 - A winching exercise to the cas¬ 
ing of HMS Torbay in the Clyde. 
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You 
heard 
it here 
first! 

ONE of Navy News’ less 
well-known services to 
readers is the one provided 
for the blind - a 90-minute 
taped digest of the paper 
produced each month. 

For over ten years now 
Victor Cox has organised two 
teams of volunteers who gath¬ 
er to read his selections at the 
Portsmouth Blind Association 
- where recording facilities 
recently benefited from a 
E7 t G 00 donation from the 
National Westminster Bank. 

Victor rightly gives priority to 
news of operational ships - but 
all Navy News’ regular items 
get a mention, including 
reunions and the rest of the At 
Your Service entries. 

The "Talking Navy News" is a 
free service provided to cus¬ 
tomers all over the UK - but 
there must be many more out 
there who would welcome it. 

In a message for the latest 
edition Editor Jim Allaway 
said: “This an extremely wor¬ 
thy cause. A number of our 
readers are getting on in years 
and will be suffering from fail¬ 


ing eyesight - and may not be 
aware that these recordings 
are available.' 1 

If you know of a blind person 
with an interest in the Navy, 
write to The Editor, Navy News, 
HMS Nelson, Portsmouth POI 
2PE, marking the envelope 
Talking Navy News 1 and we will 
do the rest. 


• Left to right: Jennifer 
Grayston Pearce, Cdr 
Neviife Lee and Lesley 
Taylor ; volunteer readers 
for the “Talking Navy 
News ’, pick out the more 
sensational items from 
our back numbers . 


Mafia, mayhem 
and misfits... 


AFTER ail the mayhem and 
melodrama of Crimson Tide 
suhmariners may have felt the 
time was right for a more real¬ 
istic look at their branch of the 
service. Instead, they get 
Down Periscope starring TV 
comic Kelsey Grammer, by a 
writer (Hugh Wilson) recycling 
a formula which is meant to do 
for the Navy what his earlier 
Police Academy did for the 
(US) police. 

Once again, a bunch of misfits 
and rejects turn out to be adept at 
all manner of unconventional skills 
and end up routing the representa¬ 
tives of good order and discipline. 

Not perhaps the most true to life 
scenario, hut good for a gag or two 
along the way. Crammer, a name 
one itches to re-spell, is a dead 
ringer for Bob Hope circa 1953 
and displays the same nifty sense 
of timing with a one-liner, Lauren 
Holly Is the woman on board (the 
writer of Police Academy could 
hardly refrain from putting a 
woman on board) while Bruce 
Dern is the aghast admiral. Dern's 
performance has an edge of 
authentic malevolence, scarcely 
appropriate for such a light come¬ 
dy. but which some may find sym¬ 
pathetic in the circumstances. 

There seems to be a number of 
leading men named Baldwin 
around at the moment. Alec of 


that ilk is the one with the after¬ 
shave ad good looks and the habit 
of taking his shirt off once a red. 
allowing interested parties to con¬ 
template his hairy chest. He has 
two new movies going the rounds. 
Heaven’s Prisoners' was made by 
his own production company, from 
a script which makes sure to set his 
character a properly heroic agen¬ 
da: overcoming alcoholism, griev¬ 
ing over a dead wife and demon¬ 
strating super-tough guy efficiency 
while righting wrongs and protect¬ 
ing the weak. 


Screen Scene 


The title Heaven s Prisoners 

is obscure, while that of The Juror 
could scarcely be plainer, Demi 
Moore is up for jury' duty on a big 
Mafia trial: Baldwin is the Mob 
enforcer hired to terrorise her into 
ensuring a Not Guilty verdict. 

No half measures for Baldwin: 
bis role here is as unconditionally 
evil as the other is comprehensive¬ 
ly heroic. It's a nerve-wracking 
tale, with some sort of jeopardy 
threatening to overwhelm our 
Demi at every turn. 

Barb Wire is a futuristic comic 
strip of a film, whose main reason 
for being is to attempt an image 
make-over for its star, Pamela 
Anderson (or Pamela Anderson 



• From Bay Watch to Barb 
Wire: Pamela Anderson plays it 
rough in her first attempt at an 
image make-over 

Lee as she is credited). She 
appears kilted out in black leather 
and supplied with a range of fire 
power and martial arts skills, 
enabling her instantly to abolish 
anyone whose presence displeases 
her. Clearly the ideal juror in a 
Mafia trial. 

- Bob Baker 



'■TT T’hen it comes to depth and breadth of knowledge, there's one CD-ROM ency- 
clopaedia that's head and shoulders above aU others - Britannica CD97, 
▼ ▼ Incredibly, tbc complete 44-million word text of Encyclopaedia Britannica is on this 
one disc in the fastest, most efficient format that modern technology can provide. Also there are 
over 65,000 articles by the world's leading authorities and more than 4,000 drawings, diagrams, 
maps and photographs, many in rich full colour. 

Britannica CD97 is so easy to set up and use, and there are no complicated computer com¬ 
mands to learn. Ail you need to do is type in your question - such as, Do fish sleep?, What is the 
structure of an atom?, click the mouse and the answer to virtually any question is with you - instant¬ 
ly! It's so simple, the w r hole family can start to use and enjoy it straight away. 

And for the Internet enthusiast, Britannica Online™ provides you with a gateway to learning 
and information without parallel. Reach for your mouse and you instantly have a world of knowledge 
in the palm of your hand. 

But for those who prefer the feel of the printed page, the classic, elegantly bound New 
Encyclopaedia Britannica in 32 volumes is available in a choice of four bindings. 


Britannica CD" 97 
is so easy to use, 
anyone can 

use it.. • well almost anyone! 





A whole world of knowledge is waiting 
for younger readers in 

CHILDREN S BRITANNICA 

Tills 20-volume encyclopaedia is a child's first glimpse into the world 
they live in. The colourful pictures and easy to understand articles stimu¬ 
late a child’s curiosity and lead them on to discover a fascinating new 
world of knowledge. From abbeys to airliners, cars to computers, vam¬ 
pires to videos. Children's Britannica explains everything in words 
and pictures children understand. 


Special 15% Group Discount to Readers of Navy News 

As a reader of Navy News, your choice of Encyclopaedia Britannica is available at a Special Group 
Discount, which makes owning Britannica as easy as buying a book a month. Send today without oblig¬ 
ation, for your free copy of The Britannica Advantage full colour booklet with details of the Special 
Group Discount. 

To: Encyclopaedia Britannica International Ltd,, 

Freepost, Wallington, Surrey SM6 1BR 
FREEPHONE 0800 515 44l or Fax 0181 395 7515 


Over 31,700 lavishly illustrated pages contain more than 82,000 detailed articles and cross-refer¬ 
enced entries. Written in easy to understand language you will find them compelling reading which 
stimulates curiosity and encourages the desire for knowledge. Children are intrigued and adults fas¬ 
cinated. Again and again you will find yourself turning to Britannica for sheer pleasure as well as 
specific information. For GCSE, A-level, university, careers and everyday use, Britannica has 
a place in every home. 

/>✓/////intuit unit vtuuuww 



I would like further information on: (Please tkk the box/boxes of your choice) 

The New Encyclopaedia Britannica in 32 volumes Q 
Britannica CD97 (For pc or Mac) Q Britannica Online Q 

Children’s Britannica in 20 volumes | | 

Name . .............iimomis 

Address................ 

....... Postcode. 

Tel (Home) .... Tel (Bus).. 

The New Encyclopaedia Britannica 

if you really want to know 003 f , 
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Options 



At Your Leisure 



Command 
failure by 
remote 
control 

4 i AM NEITHER a historian nor an academic,” James 
Eberle feels the need to apologise when opening a study of 
the development of the command of sea power in the 19th 
and 20th centuries. 


True, his contribution to The 
Sea and History (Sutton 
Publishing £35} is oddly sand¬ 
wiched among scholarly papers 
given at the 1995 Wolfson 
College Lectures, published 
for the first time, which seek to 
give an overview of the place 
which the sea and man's inter¬ 
action with it has played in 
ancient, medieval and (too a 
much lesser extent as exam¬ 
ined here) modern times. 

But it has the value of concision, 
common sense and good humour - 
all qualities notably rare in the 
groves of academe - plus the ben¬ 
efit of hands-on experience. 

Admiral Eberle makes it plain 
from the start that modem consid¬ 
erations of naval command can 
only sensibly be made within a in- 
service context - and points up a 
number of failures in recent com¬ 
mand practice and the use of intel¬ 
ligence. 

Even with good organisation 
and computer assistance, he 
argues, it is not difficult for a com¬ 
mander, ashore or afloat, to 
become overwhelmed with infor¬ 
mation. 

Political control 

He cites an example he often 
gave to his staff - of a senior offi¬ 
cer of an Atlantic escort force, 
who, with his convoy scattered, his 
captain injured, his own ship dam¬ 
aged and several others sunk by a 
U-Boat wolf pack and with anoth¬ 
er gathering in his path, was pre¬ 
sented with “a most urgent, secret 
and important signal” which read: 
“Commence hostilities against 
Japan”. 

Eberle sought to modify - with 
some tasting success - the develop¬ 
ment of^Rules of Engagement”, a 
British invention, sold to NATO, 
designed to improve the ability for 
crisis management. 

Th e se beea me pop u 1 ar with 
politicians, he notes, since they 
permitted a degree of fine political 
control that had never before been 
available. But they inhibited the 
freedom of action of commanders 
at sea. 

“With a measure of overstate¬ 
ment, I argued that the man on the 
spot in a fast-moving situation 
required only one piece of infor¬ 
mation from his political masters: 
he would wish to know whether 
they wanted him to escalate the 
confrontation, to de-escalate the 
situation, or to retain the status 
quo. 

“It was then up to the comman¬ 
der on the spot to make the mili¬ 
tary judgements that would fulfil 
this basic instruction. I did not win, 
hut did succeed in making some 
important simplifications, which 
remain.” 

One notable failure of com¬ 
mand occurred during the 
Falklands War. 

“There was confusion as to the 
role of 3 Brigade and 5 Brigade. 
Having siezed the bridgehead, the 
3 Rde commander was expecting 5 
Bde to land and take on the next 
phase of the operation - the break 


out from the bridgehead. 

“London, however, was not pre¬ 
pared to accept the delay that 
would have resulted, so 3 Brigade 
had to be ordered to move, even 
though its commander did not con¬ 
sider that he had sufficiently con¬ 
solidated his position and was 
therefore not yet ready to move. 

“There followed very shortly 
afterwards the attack at Goose 
Green, where British forces pre¬ 
vailed only through the remark¬ 
able bravery and spirit of the 
Paras. 

“This command misunderstand¬ 
ing was the result of inadequate 
joint planning. The consequences 
of it could have been very serious 
indeed. Thus the recent announce¬ 
ment of the setting up of a stand¬ 
ing joint force operational head¬ 
quarters at the HQ C-in-C Fleet, 
North wood is much to he wel¬ 
comed.” 

Eberle reserves a final word of 
caution over the use of the com¬ 
puterised information systems that 
link us with our prime ally, the 
United States, however. 

“I believe that their very sophis¬ 
tication carries with it three partic¬ 
ular dangers. The first danger is 
that everyone is working from the 
same database. That is fine and to 
be welcomed, provided that the 
database is accurate. 

“If it is inaccurate, then every¬ 
one will make the same mistake. 
That could be fatal. In the past, the 
very fragmentation of the system 
introduced checks and balances 
that made such an event highly 
unlikely. Where in the system can 
we build in those vital checks and 
balances? 

Micro management 

“Secondly, the capability of 
modern communication systems 
encourages the process of centrali¬ 
sation. It has been a fundamental 
tenet of twentieth century naval 
operational philosophy to leave 
l he commander on the spot a high 
degree of freedom of action. 
Because it is now possible to con¬ 
trol naval operations from remote 
headquarters ashore, are we sure 
that we arc right to do this, and is 
Lhere not a danger of remote 
micro-management? 

“Finally, have we blurred too 
much the distinction between 
political direction and military 
command? It may he that a full 
analysis of the way that operations 
in the former republic of 
Yugoslavia have been conducted 
wilf give us a better feel for the 
answer. 

“At this time the stream of polit¬ 
ical directives emanating from the 
Security Council in the form of UN 
resolutions, which have not been 
effectively enforceable in military 
terms, does not give me confi¬ 
dence that we have yet, certainly in 
global terms, got the political-mili¬ 
tary relationship right for the 
effective command of military 
power, of which sea power is still a 
major ingredient, in the complex 
and uncertain world that is the 
aftermath of the cold war.” 

- JFA 



AT THE HEIGHT of the U-Boat campaign in 1917, the four masted barque 
Lawhill, subject of the latest in the popular Anatomy of the Ship series 
(Conway Maritime £25) sailed serenely into Brest with a cargo of Australian 
wheat It is said she was given a wide berth by the Germans, who suspect¬ 
ed her of being a G-ship, or secretly armed vessel. Her career lasted from 
1892-1948, during which time she made 50 major voyages. This 1929 pic¬ 
ture gives a good view of the rigging. 

Her reputation as a survivor earned her the sobriquet The Lucky 
Lawhill 1 . 


The Lucky 
La whill’ 


Nelson's 



was a 
calculated 
risk... 


NEXT month sees the 
200th anniversary of St 
Vincent, the first of 
Nelson's great victories. 

Nelson’s Battles 

(Chatham Publishing £28) 
follows the developments 
that led on to the Nile, 
Copenhagen and Trafalgar 
before describing these in 
detail. 

Nicholas Tracy shows 
how the Seven Years War 
and the War of the 
American Revolution 
stimulated the growth of 
new ideas in ship design 
and signalling and the 
perfection of drill so as to 
transform naval methods. 

Nelson was a master of 
all of them. 

The general action off 
Cape St Vincent on St 
Valentine's Day 1797 
established Nelson's rep¬ 
utation and brought him 
to the attention of the 
world. 

His dramatic initiative in 
taking HMS Captain out of 
the rear of the British Nne 
and engaging the leading 
Spaniards - which placed 
his ship in extreme danger 
since he faced no less 
than seven Spanish ships 
including the huge 140 
gun Santisima Trinidad - 
was unauthorised and 
would have been suicidal 
had the Spanish been bet¬ 
ter trained. 

As it was, his prompt 
response to a tactical 
requirement was a nicely- 
judged stroke. 


PUBLISH YOUR BOOK 

wrtfi 

The Pentland Press 

Edinburg Cambridge Dvrhtm USA 
Established publisher welcomes 
books in all subjects. 

Write lor details or send your manuscript toe 

Pentland Press (NN), 1 Hutton Close, 
South Church, Durham DLt4 6X8 

TEf: 01586 776555 Fax: 01386 776766 


NAVAL AND MARITIME 
BOOKS BOUGHT AND SOLD 

LARGE STOCKS - MONTHLY CATALOGUES 
SHOP OPEN 1CM (SATURDAY 10-1) 

SEND FOR FREE CATALOGUE 
Frank Smith Maritime Books, 
98/100 Heaton Rd., Newcastle 
Upon Tyne, NE6 shl. 
Telephone: 0191 265 6333 


AUTHORS 

Let Us Publish Your Book 
Most subjects considered 
including Religion, Biography, 
Children’s Stories, Poems, 
Fiction and First Books 
AVON BOOKS (NN), 

1, Dovedale Studios, 

465, Battersea Park Road, 
London SW11 4LR 

Member of The Publishers Association 


CALLING ALL 
AUTHORS 

Reach almost 14 million 
readers through the pages of 
Navyhlews. 

TEL: 01705 724226 
FAX: 01705 830149 


HP BOOKh'lNDFRS; Established 
professional service locating oul of 
prim lilies on all subjects. No obliga¬ 
tion or SAE required. Contact: 22. 
Fords C ‘lose. Bled low Ridge, Bucking¬ 
hamshire. HP 14 4AP. Tel: (01494) 
4KII18 Fas: 101494) 481121. 


GANGES (The final fare¬ 
well) .. video. Ideal birthday/surprise 
present. Documentary includes all 
aspects of GANGES before demoli¬ 
tion. One tear-jerking hour of nostal¬ 
gia, produced by JOHN DOUGLAS 
author H.M.S, GANGES (Roll on my 
dozen!) & H.M.S. GANGES (Talcs of 
the T R O G 'S,) 

S,A,E. details Douglas Hsc. Pen¬ 
man h. Redruth, Cornwall TR16 6NX 



From all good bookshops, 
mail order outlets or direct 
from Haynes Publishing on 
01963 440635 (£2.55 P&P) 

http: www.haynes.com 


COASTAL FORCES 

AT WAR 

Royel No,, 'Ufrt, Ship,' in Worfd Wan 1 


DAVID JEFFERSON 


NEVER . . . 

Buy a new Naval Book or Video 
before checking our prices first — 
which include delivery to your door. 
Send today for our FREE 
catalogues: 

Maritime Books, Lodge Hill 
Uskeard, PL14 4EL 
Tel 01579 343663 
Fax 01579 346747 


COASTAL FORCES 
AT WAR 

Royal Navy ‘Little Ships’ 
in World War 2 


David Jefferson 

The story ol the high-speed boats 
that patrolled Britain's coastal 
waters during World War 2. 

£17.99 RRF 


NEW AUTHORS 

PUBLISH YOUR WORK 

ALL SUBJECTS CONSIDERED 
Ficsoo. Non-Fiction, Biography, 
RetgKXJB, Poetry. Childrens’ 
AUTHORS WORLD-WIDE INVITED 
Write or send your manuscript to 

MINERVA PRESS 

1OUJ BBOMPTtM ROUP, lOWOOH SWT3DO 


BOOKS ON SHIPS 
AND THE SEA 

Send for fnee LLm of used and iniiquarLan 
bocks from out tnigp B«k on Naval & 
Merchant Shipping 

N, FISHER NAUTICAL 

IlmdsHood, St Helena Ljuk 
S lrat, Hassock*, Sussex BNh BSD 
TeVFa* Qim mi73 


('NAVAL-MARITIME BOOKS'! 

Our tree mwifrfy cafrtogues always niter an 
interesting and non-repetilve selection from our 
largo stock ol secondhand books on ail aspects ol 
Naval. Mercantile S Sealing Activities. 

Send tot one now 

GERALD LEE MARITIME BOOKS 

73 Clay ha II Avenue, Ilford. Esses, 

!GS OFN TeUFax 01B1 550 731 T £ 
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At Your Service 



Calling old shipmates 


Les Welch would like to hear Irom otd 
shipmates with a view (o correspondence 
and reunions, particularly from HMS Speedy 
1943 45 (Ben and Jake Goodchild, Tess Lem 
and Paddy Lynas?): HMS Virago 1946 7, 
CWRS Ceylon WfT 1947 50 (Blue Woolley, 
PO Tom Fisher. Danny Wyburn, Bogey 
Knight, Paddy Orr?) and HMS Barrosa 1951 
2 . Contact Les at 25, Lamel St. York YOl 
3LL. lei 01904 412159. 

HMS Duke of York: Dennis le Marquand 
wan ts to hear Irom ex-writers or stores junior 
rales who served in 1948 (No 73 mess?) with 
a view lo a 50 Years On reunion m 1998, 
Contact number is 01705 6 T 5384. 

HMS Lancaster 1940-2: All Humphryes 
was on Ihe original signal staff ol this US 
destroyer when she sailed from Nova Scotia 
to Portsmouth, in 1940. Are Ihe rest ol the sig¬ 
nal staff around - Alan Foote, Billie Munns 
and J. Brearton? Contact At! at 40, Langdale 
Drive, Freshbrock. Swindon, Wills SN5 8 NR 
501 Squad RM, Deal 1947-8: Mick 
Stacey and Eric Powell are hoping to organ 
ise a reunion I his year, bul are still seeking 
16 members of the squad II you haven E 
been in contact, call them on 01474 332615 
(Mick) or 01924 382475 (Eric). 

ML 140 1943-5: Mr A. Hughes wants to 
hear from old shipmates, including Coxswain 
E. Hinley. Irom Hull. B. Taylor (wireless) and 
LI Hault Contact Mr Hughes a! 754 Sefwyn 
Ave, Highams Park, Chmglord E4 9LS 
"Charlie” Moth was on HMS Cossack in 
Hong Kong m 1946 7 as a leading seaman in 
Ihe torpedo department. Cyril "Jan* Allwood, 
a leading wireman on the same messdeck. 
would love lo hear Irom him again. Cyril lives 
al 24, Stan Bay Park, SI rote. Dartmouth. 
Devon TQ 6 ORY. tel 01803 770552 

HMS Veryan Bay Association is still look 
mg for Ted Seflon, tan Duguid, Bill Hallelt. 
Golm Harrison, Dereck Merriman, Brian Stitt, 
Jock Fowler, Ashley Jones. Taff Llewellyn, 
Wilkinson (AB). Jacobson (Tel), Tafl 
Gnmshaw and Frank Sharp, all commissions 
1945 59 Contacl Vic Neal, 0121 783 8920. 

HMS Duchess Associalion welcomes 
new members from all commissions - a sec¬ 
ond reunion is planned lor this year. Details 
Irom G Phipps i 3 Hotl Weer Close, Oxford 
OX2 3NW. lei 01865 559935 

HMS Cleopalra: Any ROs who were 
members of 31 Mess on board HMS 
Cleopatra between June 1982 and June 
1984 are requested lo contact Chris “Gook’ 
Sanders al 46, Lindistarne Rd, Dagenham, 
Essex RM 8 2 QX. tel Q181 590 5444 

HMS Anson Associalion has more than 
100 members. To join, contact Ken Whiterad 
at 3. Decision Ave. Bertey, Kent DA5 3HL 
HMS Redoubl 1942-45: Roy Baker is 
seeking news of Ernie Chapman or Harry 
Crawford, ol London, also Harry Bell ol 
Glasgow. Roy is at 14, Saumarez St, St 
Peter Port. Guernsey GY 1 2PT. tel 01481 
720058 Floy would also like lo coniact mem 
bers ol Class S7 al HMS Royal Arthur 1942. 

HMS CoJFingwood 1942: Any comrades 
trom WTT Class 178 are asked to ring Len 
Lloyd on 01384 214786. 

HMS Premier: Patrick GriHilhs has a 
photo taken by an RN phot in March 1 945 on 
the flighl deck, of “Air Staff Group', captain, 
four officers, 18 other ranks plus two RAF 
personnel. He would be happy lo pass i| on 
to anybody aboard at Ihe lime Contacl 


Palndk al 46, Chilton Drive, Stoney Creek, 
Ontario L 8 J 1M2. lei 905 561 4761, lax 905 
561 2011 

HMS Sursay 1947-50; “Lofty" Brawn 
would like to hear Irom anyone on the dan- 
layer’s commission with the 2nd M/S Flotila; 
telephone 01933 314674 

Gunnery and Missile Senior Rates: The 
West Country Gunnery and Missile 
Instructors Associalion meets at RNPHQ 
HMS Drake every second Thursday of the 
month, and is open to anyone who qualified 
as a Senior Rate in (he Gunnery and Missile 
branches and wishes to maintain contacl. 
There will be a social event at RNPHQ on 
January IS. 1930 lo 0100. and alt potential 
members are welcome. Contact Lt Mike 
Walker at HMS Raleigh. Torpoinl, Cornwall 
PL 11 2PD. tel 01752 811205 

HMS St George: Any shipmates Irom 
HMS St George who joined the Navy 
January 27, 1947 at Gosport are asked lo 
coniact Ted Collier al 8 . Aston Lane. 
Remenham. Henley-on-Thames, Oxon RG9 
3EL. tef 01491 574241 

HM Submarine Tireless 1954-57, 
Rothesay: Edd Hillman would like to hear 
from ex-crew members Tom Pine. Jan Wyatt 
and Tom Cook, Information to 01466 68741. 

Paul Arthur Simpson; Donald Bransby 
hopes to contacl a wartime shipmaie who 
served m (he destroyer HMS Tetcott in the 
Med in 1943-44 Paul was last heard ol living 
in Ihe Manchester area in the early 60s. pos¬ 
sibly working as a Shell Mex rigger Coniact 
Donald at 5. Brenlhurst, 21 Varley Rd, 
Hayfields, Pietermaritzburg 3201. Slh Alrica. 

HMS Burnham: It you can't make Ihe 
reunions or join in other activities, perhaps 
you would still like to make contact with 70 or 
so shipmates through the Association 
newsletters Coniact "Sam H Langford. 50, 
Drew Gardens, Greentord, Midx UB 6 7QG, 
tel 0181 902 9661. 

HMS Childers: Any ships company per 
sonnel from HMS Childers 194S-Dec 1947 
are invrled to a reunion planned lor (his year. 
Please contact H Doc H Glover at Bubbenhall, 
Coventry CV 8 3BD, lei 01203 305371 

PO McTaggart and CPO Twee-die: If 
anyone has information aboul these two, 
who laugh! Jim Fault? seamanship, contacl 
Jim at Nelhetby House. Huncoie Rd. Croft. 
Leicester LE9 3GU. lei 01455 286480 - 
"Mac" McTaggart was Seamanship Instructor 
at HMS Ganges 1965-6 then HMS Eagle 
1966-8. Also, lormer shipmates Irom the first 
commission of HMS Diomede Irom build in 
1970 (0 Ihe Cod War 1972 and prior to West 
Indies mid-1973 contacl Jim if you are 
interested in a reunion or association. 

LCT 489: Ex Telegraphist Arthur Fairchild 
seeks contacl with ex-S/Lt Pat Hobson, who 
lived in Nottingham and who was in the Far 
East 1945 46 Ring Arthur on 01635 43731 

Malaya and Borneo veterans: Any sol¬ 
diers. sailors, airmen, civil servanls. police 
and St John Ambulance personnel who 
served in Malaya and Borneo to the period 
from World War Two to 1970 are invited to 
join (he Sou (hern Area Branch of the 
National Malaya and Borneo Veterans 
Association, based in Southampton. Write to 
David Smith, Woodglade. Beaulieu Rd. 
Dibden Purlieu, Soulhampton. Hants SQ45 
4JF, providing name, address, telephone 
number, unit, date served and an SAE 



THETRECARN HOTEL 

Babbacombe, Torquay 

The Naval Reunion Specialists 

2 nights DBB C52.S0 pp . 3 nights OBB £72.00 pp 
(prices include Banquet meal) 


We have over many years been associated with the 
Royal Navy, holding Reunions for: 

HMS EXETER. HMS SHEFFEILD, HMS NEWFOUNDLAND, 

HMS TENBY, HMS ARETHUSA, HMS CUMBERLAND, 6th DESTROYER 
FLOTILLA arid the TON CLASS ASSOCIATION. 

The Trecam has 136 En Suite bedrooms with colour TV, tea making facilities, and can 
accommodate up lo 250 Guests, The hotel has a large Dining Room that can hold up lo 
300 Guests, as well as fwq spacious Ballrooms and Bar areas, idea! for any association 
regardless of ids membership sire. 

Bryan Pitman - General Manager. Tel: 01803 329292 



THE ASSOCIATION OF 
ROYAL NAVY OFFICERS 

Patron 

Her Majesty Thr Quern 

ARNO, the Officers' Charitable and Social fellowship, is open, to ;i|J Serving and 
Retired Commissioned Officers of ihe RN, RM, WRNS, QARNNS and their 
Reserves. 

Formed in 3925, AKNO T s primary purpose is lo assist Members including 
Honorary Members (ihe widows of former members) with grants and bursaries 
from the proceeds of its assets which exceed £2 million, wherever there is a need. 

Today the financial advantages of membership comfortably exceed ihe annual 
subscription (£10 per annum or £150 for Life) and include: * Automobile 
Association Membership al less than half price in many eases * House Purchase 
Generous cash payments with mortgage and with life Assurance, and competitive 
conveyancing costs. * Legal, Financial and Medical CnrusiiltaljcHis al free or 
favourable rates * Trade Discounts in a wide range of services including insur¬ 
ance, travel, hotels, clothing and hirewear, car hire, medical, jewellery and many 
more, a List uf Member* and a high quality interesting colour Year Book are 
issued, and ARNO organises ^Regional Sneiat Kunrliuns and Group Holidays * 
A list of members worldwide who would like to exchange homes fur holidays * 
Mail redirection * Swords and uniform items for sale * an ARNO errdit card. 
_fW m t mbership * [LPi*£ B i*tl H_ Q*LFL goglfl ktfr \ he fallowing _ _ _ 

To: Lr Cftk t M P Coombes RN, ARNO. 70 PokCHESTEk Tct, London W 2 TIT 
Please send me details and a membership aj^plicaiiou form: 






Reunions 


February 

SCC-GNTC SW Area Reunion will be 
held lor all members of the above who 
served 1975 62 on Saturday February 1 at 
HMS Flying Fox, Bristol. More details Irom 
Gilt Orchard on 01752 811694/811254 or 
Judi Flack on 01934 876484 

March 

HMS St Ausletl Bay Association's third 
reunion will be in Cheltenham on Saturday. 
March 1. Details Irom O.A. Hughes, 19, 
Kipling Rd, St Marks, Cheltenham, Glos 
GL51 7DJ. tef 01242 691259 

HMS Duke of York Associalion is hold 
ing a mini- weekend al Blackpool on March 7- 
9. Full AGM and annual reunion will be held 
in Portsmouth September 5-8 Contacl sec¬ 
retary R. Draper at Rose Collage, 103. 
Orchard Park. Elton, Chester CH2 4NQ, tel 
01928 725175 

HMS Euryalus Ft5 First Commission 
reunion will be held on board HMS Warrior in 
Portsmouth on March 8 . Coniact Duke 
Ellington on 01 763 230654 as soon as poSsn 
ble 

HMS Loch Quoteh Association's nexl 
reunion will be in York on March 14-15. More 
details from secretary R Morrison of 12, 
Carden Ave. Cardenden, File KY5 0EA, tel 
01592 721707, and il will be open to all Loch 
class shipmates 

HMS Glenearn, Kure, Japan 1945: the 

first reunion will be at the Burlington Hotel. 
Eastbourne from 1400 on Friday March 14 
until 2360 Monday March 17. Price lor Ihe 
weekend will be C5&. Details on 01228 
514570. 

HMS Nuthatch (Anthorn) second reunion 
will be held at Ihe Charnwood Hotel. 
Skegness, Irom 1400 on Friday March 21 
untit 2300 Monday March 24 Price lor the 
weekend will be £51. For details, ring 01228 
514570. 

Undine end Urchin Association is hold¬ 
ing a reunion March 21-24 lor alt commis¬ 
sions al the Bulling Grand Hotel, 
Scarborough. For details, contact Stan 
De Alh, 28, Main Si, Sewstem, Grantham, 
Lines NG33 5RF, tel 01476 860&33. 

HMS Dorsetshire Association's 55th 
anniversary reunion will lake place at the 
Royal Fleet Club, Morice Sq. Devonport on 
March 28 30; members £16, guests £20, 
new members welcome Details from secre¬ 
tary Bert Gollop al 3. Coltishall Class, 
Erneseltle. Plymouth PL5 2PA, lei 01752 
360478 


April 

HMS Grenville Association 1943-46 

along with HM Ships Ursa, Undaunted, 
Urania, Ulysses of Ihe 25th Destroyer Flotilla, 
is holding its 1997 reunion in Blackpool in 
April. All members know ol dales and hotel - 

11 you would like to join in, contact R. Durber 
al 4, Sir Winston Churchill Close. Binley 
Woods, nr Covenlry CV3 2 ST 

HMS Vengeance reunion will be in 
Nottingham on April 4-5. Contact Mr D 
Lewis, 122 , Mill Lane, Pcrtslade. Sussex 
BN41 2FH. lei 01273 881330. 

LST Club’s annual reunion is an April 11- 

12 at ihe Forte Posthouse, Portsmouth 
Details Irom Clay Maxwell, 45 New Rd. 
Water Orton. Birmingham B46 1QP, tel 0121 
747 2418. 

LCG St F Association is holding its annu¬ 
al reunion at the RS'HC. Portsmouth, from 
April 14-16. Any Naval or Marines personnel 
who served on LGGs or LCFs from 1942-45 
who would tike lo join the association should 
contacl membership secretary Denis Fuller 
at Benmore, Trefriw, Gwynedd LL27 GUX. 

HM £ Burnham (1940-44) 17th reunion 
at Burnham-on-Sea will be held on April 18- 
20. Details from "Sam" Langford. 50. Drew 
Gardens. Greentord, Middx UB 6 7QG. tel 
0181 902 9001. 

HMS Black Prince (t943-46): The 

Association's 11 th annual reunion will be at 
the Somerset Hole! in Llandudno from April 
18-20. A full programme is being prepared, 
including a proposed shipmates' march and 
a memorial service at the cenotaph, Further 
information from W Edge. 8 , The De 
Traftords, Higher Irian, Manchester M44 
6 LP, tel 0161 775 9136. 

Aircraft Handlers Associalion is cele¬ 
brating its 10 th anniversary wilh a reunion at 
the Norbreck Castle Hotel, Blackpool from 
April 24-27. Full details Irom secretary Ian 
Beard at 6 , Meadow Crescent, Castle 
Bonington, Derby DE7 2LX or call 01332 
850471. 

HMS Hermes Association will hold a 
10th reunion in Portsmouth from April 25-27 
al Ihe Ibis Hotel. Further information from 
Peler Baptieon 0181 949 5648 or write to 16, 
Virginia Ctose, New Malden. Surrey KT3 
3 FIB 

HMS Vigilant (1943-45) shipmates will 
be gathering at the Queen s Hotel, Soulhsea 
on the weekend ol April 25-7. II you served 
during Ihe first commission coniact Jack 
Greenwood, The Chalet, Tyburn Lane, 
Pulloxhill, Beds MK45 5HG, tei 01525 


712379. 

HMS Gravednes D24 1949-54 reunion is 
lo be held on April 26 at SI Georges Hotel. 
Liverpool. 1946 ratings are welcome. Details 
on 01384 372722 or 01633 221688. or write 
lo H. Bayliss at 73, Larkhill Rd. Norton, 
Stourbridge, West Midlands 0Y8 3 LN 

HMS Seflon LS(I), Far East 1944-6: 20 
ex-crew held a 50lh anniversary reunion in 
March ol last year - more are needed lor this 
year s reunion in Birmingham on Apnl 26 27 
Details from Alan Golden on 01746 712630, 

US submarine veterans and enthusiasts 
are invited to the 341 h International 
Submariner's Convention in Fnedrichshalen. 
on Lake Constance. Germany, from April 30 
lo May 3. More details from John Maguire in 
the USA, on 406 449 6054 or Ctfr Jurgen 
Weber in Starnberg, Germany, on 49 8151 
2486. 

May 

HMS Kenya Associalion is holding a 
mini-reunion in Blackpool on May 5-6, Details 
available from secretary WJ, Boardman, 35, 
Halmleigh Rd. ChikfwalL Liverpool L25 2SA. 
tet 0151 487 0693, 

HMS Opportune Association 1942-46 

will be holding a reunion in Blackpool a| Ihe 
Si ration Hotel Irom May 5-8 All ex-crew 
members and friends are welcome Contacl 
Len Phillips for details at B. Redgate, The 
Pippins, Northwich, Cheshire CWg 4TQ, tel 
01606 79880 

HMS Petunia 1941-46: the ninth annual 
reunion dinner will fake place at Ihe Angel 
Hotel, Royal Leamington Spa on Friday May 
9 . Further details from Gordon Shaw. 821 
Dorchester Rd. Upwey. Weymouth DT3 5LS. 
tel 01305 813372. 

HMS Forester: Ihe titth reunion will be 
held at York House Hotel. Royal Parade. 
Eastbourne, East Sussex from May 12-15. 
Contact Trevor Lloyd at 6 , Mat ford Hill, 
Chippenham, Wilts SN15 3NX lor details, or 
ring him on D1249 654420. 

Z-Ciass Destroyer Association (plus 
shipmates Irom the Copenhagen 
Commemoration May 1995) - the Ihtrd 
reunion is being planned for the Royal 
Sailors Home Club in Portsmouth from May 
12-15. For details and forms please send 
SAE to G.F. Baker, 2, Branlwood Rd, 
Wembdon, Bndgwater. Somerset TAB 7PS. 

HMS Gloucester (1939-41) annual 
reunion is on May 16-18 al the Royal Fleet 
Club, Devonport Details from Ernie Evans, 
3, Lake View Rd, Sew-moaks, Kent TNI3 
3EH. tel 01732 456686. 


HMS Warspite Association will hold a 
reunion from May 16-18 al Ihe Hotel Prince 
Regent in Weymouth. Further information 
from R. Foster on 01753 653915. All ex- 
Woodpeckers and submarines welcome 

HMS Faulkner Association is holding 
its next reunion at the Royal Sailors Home 
Club, Portsmouth, from May 20-22. Further 
information from Carl Heuer, 89, Bowers Rd, 
Benlleel, Essex SS7 1BH, tel 01268 756141 

HMS Cavalier Associalion reunion will 
be held in Plymouth Irom May 23-26. For 
delails, please contact Sid Arming al 14. 
Kipling Gardens, Crownhill, Plymouth PL5 
3DD, tel 01752 768201. 

23rd and 26th Destroyer Flotillas 
Association will be holding its next reunion 
on Saturday May 31 a| 1800 in Ihe Victory 
Club, HMS Nelson, Queen St, Portsmouth. 
SAE to Bill Swilt, 37. New Rd. Lovedean. 
Water looviile ROB 9RU lor details. 

June 

HMS Tattoo and HMS Pique, 401 h MSF, 

1943-46: A reunion is to be held al 
Portsmouth on June 3-4. Details from Arthur 
(Joe) Rue, 30, East Drive. Blunsdon Abbey, 
Swindon Wills SN2 4DP, tel 01793 724490. 

HMS Hunter. r 807 Sqn'Aircraft Handling 
Party: A reunion has been arranged for June 
4 All ranks are invited. Further information 
trom J. Preece, t, Melrose Drive, Cannock, 
Staffs WS 21 4LU. tel 01543 422759. 

HMS Verulam reunion for all commis¬ 
sions will be held on June 7 at Ihe Royal 
Sailors Home Club. Portsmouth. Details from 
C,G. Williams, 1, Brookland, Tiptree, Essex, 
tel 01621 816207 

Russian Convoy Club Yorkshire West 
Riding branch will be holding its third mini- 
reunion on June 11 - all branches are invited 
to attend. It will lake place at the branch HQ 
at East Borough Working Men's Club, Battye 
St, Dewsbury. West Yorks, starting at noon. 
Con toot PRO Cyril Gaunl, 5. Moorland 
Close, Gildersome, Leeds LS27 7DH. 

HMS Glamorgan Falklands reunion - the 
15-year reunion will be hekJ at the Home 
Club in Portsmouth on Saturday. June 14. 
Further details are available from Jess 
James. 344 Northanden Rd, Sale, Cheshire 
M33 2PW, tet 0161 286 1815. 

HMS Chlnkara/Cochin'Ooty nostalgia 
gathering takes place June 15 19 at the St 
Ives Hotel. St Annes-on-Sea, nr Blackpool. 
Lancs Delails Irom Collin Baker at Maltkiln 
Cottage. Blackpool OW Rd. Lt. Eocteslon, 
Preston PR3 0YQ, lei 01995 670495 


Over to you 


HMS Newcastle 1955-57: Bob Newman, 
ol 20 , Tindefon Gardens. Musclilfe, 
Bournemouth. Dorset BH9 3QT, is seeking 
Alan Hibberd. who was recently a member of 
the Newcastle Association. Would Alan 
please write to the above address ol contact 
the association on 0191 416 7959. 

Frederick Burgwin: Frederick died in 
1990. and hi$ daughter Loraine would like to 
know more about his service. He joined on 
August 17, 1 943 at HMS Duke as a Stoker 2 , 
and she believes he served on HM Ships 
Glendower, Duke. Nile and Pembroke, and 
spoke of good times in Italy and Mafia before 
being invalided out in 1946. II anyone 
remembers him or has any photographs, 
please contact Loraine at 59. Mill farm 
Road. Harborne, Birmingham B17 0GX, 

HMS Grey Goose 1956 and 814 Sqn 
HMS Eagle 1957: The widow ol UTel Ray 
Llewellyn has two requests. First, does any¬ 
one have any pictures or information gn Ihe 
SGB Grey Goose? Second, can anyone grve 
any details on the death of her husband Ray, 
who was killed m Gannet XA4I6 on August 
20.1957 during Exercise Strike Back? Mrs B. 
Walson lives al 6 . East View Fields, 
Plumpton Green, Lewes BN7 SEE 

Edward Patrick Davies: News is sought 
ol Ted, from Islington, training officer at 
Kingshill Camp, Belts Lane. Hoo. nr 
Rochester, Kenl 1942 1944. than posted lo 
HMS Cenluricn. London. Nona White had no 
letters Irom him after she moved - then 
lound out She new owners of the house had 
not forwarded Ihe mail. Coniact Nona at 57. 
Norwich Close, Lichfield. Staffs W513 7SJ. 

HMS Yarmouth 1969-73: Author Chats 
Harris requires anecdotes, humorous or oth¬ 
erwise. concerning HMS Yarmouth. Beira 
Palrot, HMS Mauritius, Vacoas Ail material, 
including photos, will be returned if required. 
Coniact Chats Harris. Aeron-y Mor. Aeron 
Coast. North Road. Aberaeron. Ceredigion 
SA4S0JF. 

Frank Burton: Does anyone know Ihe 
whereabouts of Frank, ol HMS Ranee, who 
visited Sydney in October 1945 and later 
married a Scots woman, II so. please contacl 
Dr Raymond Wilson at 30, Wisdom St, 
Connells Point, NSW 2221, Australia, lei (02) 
954 66066 

Walter Ernest Jeffs: Does anyone 
remember Jack Jetts, bom 1907 Among the 
ships he served on were the 5S Turcomou, 
Montreal-bound in October 1929. RMS 
Changuinola in eariy 1924 and the tanker 
Cadillac in July 1924. Friends included 
Jenner, Moss. Jarvis and Donald McKenzie. 
His daughter, Mrs Lilian Hartley, would Jrke to 
hear from you - contact her at 10. Wellington 
Terrace, Haverhill, Suffolk CB9 BHZ. 

Empress of Canada: Any survivors from 
this ship, sunk m Ihe South Atlantic in March 
1943, and who were picked up by the 
corvette HMS Petunia - Mr G. Wells, of 25, 
Beachfield Rd, Bembrrdgc, isle of Wight, 
PG35 5TN, has a photo of a group of Naval 
survivors grouped around Ihe 4in gun, and 
would willingly supply them wilh a copy. 

Belmont Camp, Bedhampton: Robert 
Hind has a photo token at this Hampshire 
camp between July 29, 1944, and April 22, 
1945 Of Ihe five men. probably al a coal 
dump, one is LME Reg Pomgdeslre. now 78 
and Irvrng in Bristol. II you can help Mr Hind 
identity the others, contact him at 417, 
Purbrock Way. Bedhampton. Havant, Hants 
PG93SF 

Operation Musketeer: Mr E. Griffiths, of 
17. Sandhurst Close, Preston PR4 2JG. tel 
01772 671870, has a Naval General Service 
Medal for an EH. Chamock NA1. and would 
like lo know, in strictest confidence, what 


ship or squadron he served on, 

HMS Meynell: Norman Buck, of 11, 
Kingsway. Dovercourt, Essex, was on this 
Hum class destroyer ott ihe coast of Iceland 
on Russian convoy duly when three men 
were swepl overboard. One managed lo 
grab a toil, but two were lost, including his 
good friend AB Dranstietd, who came from 
the Driffield area ol North Humberside. It 
anyone knows of his relatives, or if you were 
on that destroyer between 1941 and 1943, 
Norman would be pleased to hear from you. 

Royal Fleal Review, 1953: Terry Heaps 
is searching for photos and negatives of the 
review al Portsmouth in 1953, particularly 
aerial shots, that he could borrow and copy 
Irom. These would be returned promptly by 
by registered mail. Terry lives al 320, Cavan 
St. Port Hope, Ontario. Canada LI A 3C4. 

Stanley David Lake RM: Stanley trained 
al Lympstone and served from D-Day period 
onwards - does anyone recall hr? group 
arresting a German rear admiraf at the end of 
World War Two? Stan captured the admiral s 
Hag, and his sister-in-law Joyce preserved il. 
Joyce would tike confirmation of this event r or 
of her late brolher-in-law L s service - coniact 
her al 7, Aldens Rd, Exeter, Devon EX2 8 UN. 

HMS Glasgow 1943: John Smith and 
Roy Andrews died m action pn December 28, 
1943. Any relatives are asked to coniact 
John Gilbert at 89, Graves Lane, Bognor 
Regis. Wesl Sussex P021 5LN. 

Pay LI A W. Kerr, HMS Exeleq 1942: A 
woman in Holland would like to irace Lt Kerr 
or his family. She was held prisoner in a 
Japanese camp in Batavia, ADEK, where 
she found a bamboo napkin ring inscribed 
J Pay Ll A.W. Kerr Makassar (Celebes) March 
10 1 942 " She would love to return i|; contact 
her via Robin Rowe, 9. Smithay Meadows. 
Christow Devon EX 6 7LU, tel 01647 252113. 

NGSM Malaya; John Currie, president of 
the Submarines Association of Ausltolia, 
South Australia Branch, is researching Ihe 
eligibility ol Australian sailors for the Naval 
General Service Medal clasp ‘Malaya. He 
would like lo hear from any ex-RN service* 
men awarded the Malaya clasp to the NGSM 
for 28 days afloat in Malayan waters between 
1955 and June 1960, or from any association 
or group with an interest in this topic Write to 
John at 1, Loxton Court, Hope Valley, Sth 
Australia 5690, tel 98 263 9465 (home) or 98 
348 7536 (work). 

Dunkirk - La Panne: Will the officer, pos 
sibly named Goodheart, in charge ot Beach 
Party who. wilh one signalman, paddled out 
Irom Ihe beach on Ihe last night, lo be picked 
up by '‘unknown" vassal, or anyone with 
details, please coniact Vic Chanter on 01159 
531660. 

Lt Col Sir Vivian Dunn: Captain Derek 
Oakley is researching the biography o< 
Colonel Dunn, ihe first ever military musician 
to be knighted. He is particularly keen to 
gather stories or aneeddtes from RN officers 
and ratings, with dale and occasion if possi¬ 
ble. Contact Caplain Oakley at 21, Park 
Road, Hayling Island. Hants POll 0HT, tel 
01705 464675. 

802 Sqn, HMS Ocean, Korea 1952: Mr 

R.E. Thompson, ol 1, Highbury Ave, Gantley, 
Doncaster DN4 6 AW, would like to hear Irom 
lormer squadron members and wishes to 
know il anyone, ex-air maintenance crew, 
has a photo of Hawker Sea Fury no 119 , ser¬ 
ial number WE724, piloted by Ll PS. Davis. 
The photo is needed to help with ihe restora¬ 
tion of a Sea Fury al Duxlord - the colour 
scheme and UN markings are also sought. 

HMS Africa: Has anyone got photos ol 
ihis pre-dreadnought battleship ol the King 
Edward Glass between late 1917 and the 


war's end? Philip Elmes‘ greal-uncle Charles 
Russell, who is 97, served in her on convoy 
escort duly in the South Atlantic, Charles 
would appreciate a picture ol her Irom this 
time, and 1 particularly any end-of-commission 
photo. Contact Philip at 39, Coltsfoot Green, 
Luton LU4 0XN r tel Q15B2 691516. Also - 
does anyone know of a Wobbly Eight society 
or association lor sailors who served in ships 
ot Ihe King Edward Class? 

HM.S Express: Mr W Collins is research¬ 
ing Ihe life ol his great uncle Frederick Henry 
Joseph Colfins, killed on August 8 , 1942, 
while serving in HMS Express in the Med. 
Before ibal. it ts believed he served in "big 
ships", including HMS Eagle. Does anyone 
recall him. or did you serve in these ships? 
Info and photos would be gratefully received 
by Mr Collins at 7, Cromwell Ave Southdown 
Park, Buckley, Flintshire CH7 2QT. 

MHS Euryalus: Any reader who served 
on Dido-class cruiser HMS Euryalus during 
Russian convoy duties T94T-45 could ftefp 
Harry Simpson with information he needs 
about dales, convoy numbers etc, Harry, who 
is National Co-ordmatOr ol Ihe Arctic 
Convoys Veterans Association of Australia, 
can be contacted at 60. Maple ton Rd. 
Nambour 45&0 r Queensland, Australia 

Royal Navy in Singapore: Mr J, 
Hetherington, of 34, While house St, 
Middlesbrough, Cleveland TSS 4BY, i$ head¬ 
ing out to Singapore, and would be willing to 
take out any more naval memorabilia, cap 
tallies etc for Navy Museum curator Wee 
Cheng Leong. 

Albert: "Paddy'' Harness: Does anyone 
know the whereabouts ol Albert, trom 
Portadowrt. Northern Ireland, who served in 
HMS Lowestott in 1972, and was in the Far 
East between March and October that year 
He was discharged from the Navy in 1976, 
and may have been a Boy Seaman al 
Chalham, He was best man at a wedding 
nearly 25 years ago next month - and Ihe 
couple would like to invite him lo their silver 
wedding celebrations. Contact Miss Lorraine 
Winn, Dorron, 19, Orchard Close, Blaasby, 
Notts. NG14 7GF, telephone 01636 830815. 

AS Hayward and Stoker Mechanic 
Andrews are asked to gel in touch with a 
Jersey friend who is enquiring about them. 
They served in HMS Glasgow from 1948-50, 
and bolh are ex-Jersey residents. Mr 
Andrews relumed lo Jersey and worked for 
the GPO but returned to Ihe mainland and 
may now be living in the Portsmouth area 
Contact Allan Mercer. 09. Royal Avenue, 
Widnes, Cheshire WA 8 8 HJ. 

HMS Jackal and HMS Kelvin: Ship's 
company who served al the Battle of Crete 
on May 22-23 1 941 are asked to contacl Ken 
Otter at 21. Dene Hall Drive, Bishop 
Auckland, Co Durham DL14 6 UF, tel 01386 
607928. Mr Otter is researching a book 
about the crui^or HMS Gloucester. 

John Copper: John recently discovered 
that his namesake, a Royal Marine, was lost 
when HMS Hood was sunk in 1941, and he 
would tike to hear Irom John's relatives or 
anyone else who knew him. Contact John at 
18, St Mary'S Grove, Seasaller. Whilstabte. 
Kent CT5 4AF, lei 01227 261782. 

John Jack" McPherson RM: J.W 
McPherson is trying to till in the gaps in his 
late father's service history Jack served wilh 
Ihe Royal Marines Irom 1936 48. and his son 
is particularly interested in the Prince ol 
Wales action with Ihe Japanese air force on 
December 10 1941. the formation of the 
"Plymouth Argylls", and his father's escape 
from Singapore lo Trincomalee in Ceylon. He 
had been detailed to TT Company Bren Gun 
Carriers with three other Royals, 


CTShaughnessy, Parkinson and Summer. 
Any information to J.W. McPherson al 22. 
Angus Drive. Montrose, Angus DD1G 9DZ. 

Communicator magazines: HMS Tenby 
Association is seeking copies or photocopies 
ol any Communicator magazines trom 1960- 
70. Any help to Phil Rowe on 0161 747 7325. 

Cutlass scabbard: Ex-CRS. wishing to 
make presentetion to CCF unit, is looking for 
one cutlass scabbard and two cullass irogs, 
any condition. Contact 0118 941 5027. 

HM Ships Centaur (1954-72), 
Victorious (1941-70), Vanguard (1944-60): 
Author Neil McCart is compiling books about 
all three ships and would appreciate any 
memories and the loan gf photogtophs/com 
mission books from ex-members of Ihe ships' 
companies. Write to 17. Wymans Lane, 
Swindon Village. Cheltenham, Glos GL51 
9QA, 

George Henry Sercombe: W.L. Hawes 
is keen to track down George, who served in 
trie Royal Navy, and Jived with his wife in 
Lodge Road. Hall Green. Birmingham. He 
would be aboul 83 now Any Information to 
Mr Hawes al 255 Span Lane. West Park. 
Leeds LSI 6 5EJ. 

HM Submarine Seraph: Is anyone alive 
who served aboard Seraph during the 
Second World War, specifically during two 
seorel operations. Mincemeat (The Man Who 
Never Was) and ihe occasion when General 
Mark Clark was put ashore in North Africa. 
Contact George J, Savastano Jr, 390-5 South 
14th Sheet. Arlington, Virginia 22204, Untied 
States ol America 

HMS Penelope 1984-7: Colin 'Ben" 
Gunn’s mother would like to hear from any ol 
Bens old shipmates, especially "Scottie“ 
Ben was killed In a road acoidenl in 1989, 
and Ihe family is trying lo get in touch wilh 
Joe and Sue. who married in Carlisle in the 
summer ol 1987, and who bolh served in the 
RN, but not on Penelope. Contacl Mrs Gunn 
on 01652 634294 

HMS Dunedin I941t K.H. Tall would like 
to contact any crew members who knew his 
father, CERA Horace Tall. Please ring 01705 
751260, 

HMS Beehive, Felixstowe, 1942: Harpy 

Uoyd, 4th MTB Flotilla, has tosl a group 
photo of officers of the 4th MTBF, taken dock- 
side in December 1942, Can anyone help 
with Ihis or other photos of this outfit? Into 
please to H.L. Lloyd, Gorteen, Chelnole, 
Dorset DT9 6 PB, tel 01935 873058. 

Sydrwy, Australia: Any recollections ol 
Sydney street evangelist Frank Jenner who 
accosted sailors in George Street during the 
1940s and 50s. and who often invited them 
home lor a meal? Please com at L Dr 
Raymond Wilson, 30, Wisdom Street. 
Connell s Point, 2221 NSW. Australia, tel ( 02 ) 
954 66066- 

Polish destroyer Btyskawica; Terry 
Walker's late lather served aboard this ship, 
and he woukJ like to know il there js an asso 
cialion for those who served In her. as he 
would like to contact any surviving British 
seamen Coniact Terry at 104, Thimbiemill 
Rd, Bearwood, Wartey, West Midlands B67 
5QS. 

HMS Apollo, Belize 1986: A N Mitchell 
is trying lo obtain photographs of a Puma 
helicopter landing on the fo'c'sle ol HMS 
Apollo on January 14, 1986 The incident 
occurred as Apollo departed Belize, unable 
to wait for Ihe loading ol some large crates of 
equipment, The cases couto not be delivered 
to the High! deck as Ihey were too large to be 
iransferred through Ihe ship to Ihe bow. 
where they were required. Contacl Mr 
Mitchell at Colt Hill House. Odiham, 
Hampshire RG29 1 AL. 
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Accommodation 



J&opal JTeet Club 

Morice Square 
Devonport 
Plymouth PL1 4PG 

Telephone inquiries only Plymouth 01752 562723 

All booking requirements in writing only, enclosing £5 deposit 
on each Family Room enclose a S.A.E. for your receipt. 
ACCOMMODATION: For Service Personnel their families and 
dependants plus ex, serving personnel and R.N.A. members 
who may be visiting the Plymouth area. 

FUNCTIONS: We cater for all types of functions at very com¬ 
petitive prices. Ships Functions, Mess Parties, Wedding Recep¬ 
tions, Reunions of ships, past and present, we offer an ideal 
facility. 

ASK FOR QUOTATION\ CONTACT THE MANAGER WITHOUT 
DELAY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT 

SUPPORT YOUR CLUB 



"Aggies" Helensburgh 

Your chance to take 
the pressure out of service 
life for a few days 

Aggies Helensburgh is designed with 
naval personnel In mind and is as well 
equipped as any small hotel with three family 
and nine double rooms: eleven single rooms: 
restaurant: kitchen: dining room: gym; sauna: 

games room; ladies hairdressing salon: 
laundry room: a meeting room and a chapel. 

Call now on QI436 672854, to book 
some time at "Aggies' Helensburgh the 
next time you're ashore. 

The Royal Sailors' Rest 
Helensburgh. 31 East Montrose Street. 

Helensburgh E82 7HS. 

Serving the Royal Navy since 1876 


%pcf{ Cjardcn ‘J-fotcC 
Soutfisea 

Special 

Winter 

Breaks 


For Naval Personnel 
£32 per room 

(one or l wo persons) 

CoiuuJ all Soutfisea ummities 
erHcriammcirn Qualify en-^uiu.- 
bedrooms, SalcEhiC dll rooin», 

tca/eoffe*: [aLtliln's, liuifigt, private i ur 
park 

* Attractive Bar A 
■k Delightful restyuranl A 

Clarence Road 
South sea 
PCS 2LQ 
Tel: 01705 833018 



MALTA MELLIEHA. Luxury 2- 
bedroom flats to let. Sleeps 4-5, one 
mile from the best beach in Malta anti 
close to local amenities. Flights can 
he arranged. Telephone 0181-567 
5824 


The Dorctilfe Guest House 

42 . Wav&rtey Road, South sea, PQ 5 2 PP 

Comfortable, friendly, licensed Guest 
House Ideally si Listed. BB & EKK varied 
menu. Alt rooms colour TV, tea/coffee 
facilities. Family rooms, chairlift. 
Cogs welcome. Holidays/short breaks. 

Tel: 01705 828283. 


ALBATROSS 
Guest House 

51 Waveiiey Road, Soutkses 
Hants POS 2PJ (01705) 828325 

Prop Anti Baker 
Car Park an premises 
You aft guaranteed a friendly welcome in 
this home from home in Southsea. (■ach 
hedtoom has been decorated with i nautical 
theme and has alt the atmosphere of the 
great Naval traditions of this area. There are 
also cabk TV’s, private washing facilities, 
lea and coffee, and full central heating in 
each room. Special rales for winter months. 


f ESKVALE \ 

Guest Mouse 

Comfortable, friendly family run Guest 
House: Convenient to alt amenities. 
All rooms en-suite. 

FREE CAR PARK. 

.17, Granada Rd, Southsea- PO40RD 
V Tel: 0 1 705 B42439, J 


Garian House Holiday Flatlets 

Self-catering flatlets, near sea and shops. Fully equipped. Colour TV, fridge, 
cooker, linen, etc. Ideal for a visit by family or girl friend. 

MINIMUM 2 PERSONS OR CHARGE FOR 


Charge®' WEEKLY JULY & AUGUST .£70 

per 9 WEEKLY OTHER MONTHS . .£00 

person ■ NIGHTLY (Out Of holiday season).. _.. £10 

^ Dapoeft CIO per pnon 


ALL WITH OWN BATHROOM AMD TOILET 
Guests, who antiopale a late arrival, should inform tfio management 

(01705-733581) 

SAL pl w ghring d*te* and number 

MR CURTIS, 70 FESTING GROVE, SOUTHSEA, PORTSMOUTH 733561 


Hampshire Court Hotel 

29/31 Hampshire Terrace, Southsea POI 2QF 

Delightful listed building, 1823, Central for seafront, 
stations, city centre, ferry ports etc. Private car parking 
Tea/coffee making facilities, colour TVs in all rooms +- full 
English breakfast 

Prices from £14 per person 

Telephone (01705) 823522 




PORTSMOUTH 

EVERLEY GUEST HOUSE 


01705 731001 



'OWN KEYS - A tO RESTRICTIONS* 

*H/C, TEA/COFFEE, CTV & SKY TV ALL ROOMS* 
*ENSUITE AND FAMILY ROOMS - COTS* 
EASY PARKING *10TH YEAR SAME OWNERS* 



33, FESTING ROAD, SOUTHSEA.HANTS. P04 ONG 




“Away days irt Plymouth” 

Small friendly Guest House overlooking the 
Hoe end Seafront. A good bed and 4 course 
breakfast, colour TV, teafeoffee facuities, c/h, 
*ry$utte rooms avaUable. Parking. 

From: £26 Doutil*, £14 Singles 

Ttiepft&H for Brochure 

01752 660675 
Edgcumbe Guest House 

M, Pier St, West Hot r, Pfrmpufh PU JBT 


SOUTHSEA 

RED TUBS GUEST HOUSE 

92 WAVERLEY ROAD, SOUTHSEA 

Warm and friendly mn Guest House, ideaSy 
situated fnr the Nava! Base‘shopping 
eerrfres/Cwrtinefitat Ferry Portitoeacbes etc. 
Own keys, no resindions, colour f V in all 
looms 4 C.H. Holiday or shod breaks 
JURE ft TERRY (01 705) 832440 


SHROPSHIRE COURT 

GUEST HOUSE 
33 Granada Road, Southsea 

Fnemfly family run. 2 mins, from sea and enter¬ 
tainments. Close to lernes. Naval base, shops, 
etc. Own keys. SateHrle TV all rooms, no F£$tr.C‘ 
liens, BAB. Holiday or short slay Ample private 
car-perk mg 

Mrs Put Green (01705) 731043 


LADY HAMILTON 

21 The Hard, Portsmouth 
Ye aide alehouse 
Reopened after more than 
70 years 

Free house and 080 (special 
rates naval personnel) 

Tel: 01705 870505 


SANDRINGHAM 

HOTEL 

PORTSMOUTH 


Special rales for MOD Personnel 
rrom £20pp p n II & K 

Seafront Hole). 45 bedrooms all 
civsuite 


Close lo shops. Dockyard, Naval Base 
Wedding receptions and Reunion 
Parties our speciality 
Osborne Rood, Southsea, Hants. 
Tel: (0I705) 62*964 


~7Br- 


RAC 

AA 

4 W 

4* 


37 Si Kimnns Rond 
South^ii, Portsmouth POS 21*K 
This very friendly family run hotel wel¬ 
comes you. All rooms have colour 7T . 

lea/coffee. ertsmle facilities 
From £14 per person, enjoy the best 
breakfast m Portsmouth 
Tel 61705 829337 


gmemmomK 



imay to economy - qooo pin 
Mlddlewich Narrowboats 

52, Canal Terrace, Mlddlewich 
Cheshire. CW10 9BD 
Free phone 0500 030405 


ZOOMS TO flU.7 

leiBPROm SARAH OHO 5 724226 

for mice on ww to promote your fieeoHomroN 
TO THE NAVY. 


oUdver 


INN 


The Pla ce to s tay in 


Rosyth 


Tel: 01383419977 
Fax: IH383 4U728 



AA PLYMOUTH HOE RAC 
* LocfcyurSl. Pit 200 * 

Totophono: (01752) ZZ731 T 



cal Flavour Cocktail Bar Colour 
TV Radio Tea/Coflee/ Telephone 
all rooms. Most en suite. Large 
car park Navy News Readers 
10% Accommodation Discount All 
Credii Cards accepted 

Brochure & or Booking contact 

Lt Cdr Alan Jones RNR (Ret d) 

"A Borneo' Comfortable Holer 


-THE ELMS Guest House- 

46 Victoria Road South, Soulhsea 

(Residential Licence) 

We are i small, friendly, family mn Cutsi 
House close io Nava! base, femes, stauons. 
shops an mghilik. B&rft holiday or short 
stay Colour 1'V, tea/col I ex' fan Lines in all 
rooms, own keys, limited parking 
Paddy and John (Jor) Frskinr 
Ponsmnmh (01 705) 823924 


PLYMOUTH 

Adjacent to the hoe and Park. Friendly 
family run Guest House otters you a 
warm welcome and personal service. 
Facilities include residents lounge, TV, 
Radio. TeaCcffee. Licensed. Central 
Heating alt rooms. From £l3pp. 
THE FIRS 13, Pier Si reel, West Hoe. 
TEL: 01752 262870 


SOUTHSEA 
SOLENT HOTEL 

14-17 South Parade 
(Opposite the Pyramids) 
Tel: 01705 875566 

Special fflff3 for alt Service personnel and 
Family £19.95 p.p, in full en suite finable nr 
nvin-bedded rnam 
A 4 crown seafront hoicl 
* Colour TV. ica/coflfcc laciLilies 
A Games rooms - full-size snooker table 
4 locally sjtuaieU near all local atiraciions 


PORTSMOUTH 

THE FESTING GROVE 
GUESTHOUSE 

Situated 2 minutes from Seafront and 
Canoe Lake. Easy parking. 
Bright comfortable rooms, 
all competitively priced 

TEL: 01705 735239 

44 ft, Felting Grave 

□ □ o Southsea, Hants 


PLYMOUTH 

MOUNTBATTEN 

Smut! Victorian Hotel. Royal Fleer Club 
d Nava! Base within easy walking 
distance. 

* Varied hrrukfasl Ik Dinner menus 

* Tree Parking •Mainly En suite 
*B»r * Credit Cards accepted 

from £lbpp. pn. 

52, Fj mouth Road. Sldkc, Plymouth, PM 4QH 
TEL: 01752 563843 FAX: 01752 60^014 


♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

♦ PLYMOUTH 

♦ (01752) 229705 ETB’SMS' 4 

♦ OSMOND GUEST HOUSE 1 
4 12 PIER STREET, WEST HOE < 
X Bed & Breakfast from £13,00 

▼ Seafront Courtesy pick-up from 
^ stations. 4 poster bed. All rooms 
X CTV. Taa/co Km mak ing. So me 

▼ en-suite. Parking. 

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 


AUSTIN HOTEL 

3 CLARENCE PARADE 
SOUTHSEA 
Licensed 

Welcomes the Royal Navy 
All rooms bright and modern 
Colour TV in all rooms, central 
healing, seafront position. No 
restrictions 

Discount allowed for Serving 
Personnel 

Telephone Portsmouth B21785 


Canterbury Bell 
s Guest House 


\ 


\ 


29 St Simons Koad. Southsea, 

Pi>rtimo*ith T 

Modem. Lornkmahlc tin-Suite 
accoenmodatiofl All rooms huve 
SaicLIiU' TV, Tea/Coffec mjjimi; 
fiKililies & are centrally healed 
hr i vale ear parking. Studio Hals are 
available for ^elf-catering Roomx 
from £15 p p. per night 

Phone/Fax C'alrkwia Kandallnn 
(01705)351277 


.. ^ 


PLYMOUTH 

HOEGATE HOUSE 


Situated the Hoe A Barbican area, close 
walking distance to dry centra, bus, station. 
Rooms of high standard with showers, colour 
TV, HAC. tea/ coffee facilities, CH _ 

From H2.50.pp - £14.pp, SAE lor Brochure 

TEL 01752 501033. 

I * HZT’SErjiZIZaH * 11 


WEYMOUTH 

PHILBEACH GUEST HOUSE 

11 Wihtrfcw Pimcm, Weymouth OI4 7PD 

Yards from beach, short walk to RNA 
Club. All rooms CTV, T/making, BS.R 
evening meal. Reasonsbie rales. 
Warm welcome 

Jean and James Barnett 

01305 785344 

Members of Way mouth RNA 


CHESTER HOUSE 

54, STUART ROAD, PEHNYCOWEQUICK 
PLYMOUTH PL3 4E£ 

Colour TV, Tea/Coffee facilities all 
bedrooms. En-stiite available. 
Central Heating, Fully Licenced , 
Lock-up car pari. ETB 2 crowns. 

TEL/FAX; 01752 663705 




RN SHIPS, AIRCRAFT AND THE 
ROYAL MARINES IN ACTION 


EACH POSTER IS APPROX 11 is" X 16m" AND 1$ PRINTED 
ON FINE GRADE GLOSSY PAPER. THESE EXCITING 
PRINTS ARE PERFECT FOR FRAMING AND WOULD 
MAKE THE IDEAL GIFT 


POSTERS AVAILABLE: 

Sea Harrier, Sea King, HMS Vanguard (sub) HMS York 
HMS Invincible, HMS Triumph (sub) HMS Marlborough 
HMS Edinburgh, Choice of two RM action pics 




Amazing Value 

£4,00 me OK PSP 

Surface Mail Abroad please add 50p. 
The Business Manager 
Navy News, HMS Nelson 
Queen Street, Portsmouth P01 3HH 
Tel: 01705 826040 
Fax: 01705 830149 


ONLY £2.00 ea 


Inc UK P&P 

Surface Mail Abroad please add 40p (Airmail on request) 
Cheques payable to Navy News 
For orders from outside UK payments to be made by cheque / 
international money order In £ sterling and drawn on UK bank. 
Or for payment by credit card. (UK & Abroad) please use the 
coupon on page 4. 


i@ AUILL ©®IL@yiF3 lP©lTCA£ilG)^ 

©if g om, s»i 

Welt presented in a compact presentation booklet, indexed at the front 
Each postcard approx 41/2” x $1/2” is perforated to tear out easily. 


FEATURED SHIPS:- 


HMS Pursuer, HMS Glasgow, HMS Marlborough, HMS Bulldog, 
HMS Illustrious, HMSDulverion, HMS Broadsword, HMS Invincible, 
HMS Lancaster, HMS Cardiff, HMS Triumph, HMS London. 

HMS Sheffield, HMS Chatham, HMS Fearless, HMS Argyle, 
HMS Starling, HMS Boner, HMS Vanguard, HMS Norfolk. 

HMS Ark Royal {featured on front cover) 
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Two oases for the Roval Naval Association 




Frobisher flag comes 
home to Rochdale 


• Undaunted by the weather, veterans parade to welcome the arrival of HMS Frobisher's battle 
ensign to its new resting piece at Rochdale, which adopted the cruiser during World War it. 

Picture: The Rochdale Observer 


IN DRIVING snow 150 members of 
Rochdale branch of the RNA and of HMS 
Frobisher Association joined RN personnel 
from HMS Caledonia on parade to welcome 
home the battle ensign of the wartime 
cruiser. 

The Frobisher was adopted by the town when, 
during Warship Week in 1942, the people of 
Rochdale raised over £1 million in National 
Savings - a vast sum in those days. 

However, the battle ensign she wore during 
her bombardment of the Normandy beaches was 
presented by Capt J, R W. Mudford to St 
Margaret’s Church in Rosyth Naval Base, where 
it was kept until the base closed just over a year 
ago. 


Soon after the closure HMS Caledonia con¬ 
sulted the veterans and it was agreed that the 
most suitable location for the flag was Rochdale. 
Before the presentation, Caledonia's chaplain, 
the Rev Roger Cutler, officiated at a service in 
Rochdale parish church where standards were 
paraded. 

Outside the Town Hall the salute was taken by 
the Commanding Officer of Caledonia, Cdr 
Quentin Banting, and the Mayor, Cllr Susan 
Emmott. Wreaths were laid at the town s ceno¬ 
taph. The Mayor accepted the ensign from Cdr 
Banting. It will be displayed in the Town Hall 
foyer. 

In the evening, members of the RNA hosted a 
reception at Broadfield Hotel. 


Branch News 


‘Bomber was so close I could have painted its wing tip’ 


H-bomb reunion 
debut a success 


THE FIRST reunion of ex-Naval personnel who played a part in 
the British H-bomb tests on Christmas Island in the late 1950s 
was so successful that they intend to repeat the event in May. 


The get-together of the HMS 
Narvik Grapple Squadron was 
organised by Peterborough branch 
public relations officer, Shipmate 
Val Jenkins, and her husband. 
Rod, one or the Grapple veterans. 

The squadron included sailors 
from Chatham, Portsmouth and 
Devon port. 

Unaware of the dangers of 
radioactivity, they drank desalinat¬ 
ed water and ale shellfish during 
their stay on the island. They 
at tribute the cancer suffered by a 
number of ex-Narvik personnel 
and offspring to those activities. 

Cowbridge 

The theft of £400 worth of 
equipment from Porlhcawl Sea 
Cadet unit brought a swift 
response from the branch, which 



Framed Photographs 


M Jffljjjifimiil (PimmiS 

FRET BROCHURE 

Wright & Logan t.si tw 

20, Queen Street. Portsmouth POt 3HL 
TEL 01706 829656 / FAX 01705 861694 


raised £U0 to help replace the 
stolen items. It's an ill wind that 
doesn't blow some good: the 
branch has now adopted the unit, 

Cheshunt 

Shipmate of the Year awards 
went to Marlon Joy and the deputy 
standard bearer, Sid Walker, They 
were presen ted at the branch's 
annual dinner, as was a framed life 
membership certificate to 
Shipmate Vernon Elphick, branch 
PRO. 

Shipmate Nobby Clarke, a vice 
resident of the Association, and 
is wife, Joyce, were guests of hon¬ 
our at the dinner attended by 159. 
Toasts were proposed by 
Shipmates Harold Chalkey {presi¬ 
dent), John Collins (vice chair¬ 
man) and Jim Murphy. Replies 
came from the chairman, Shipmate 
John Roy, and the standard bearer 
of Herts branch, Melvyn 
Goode nough. 

Hereford 

The branch raised 1100 to help 
refurbish the town's Sea Cadet 
headquarters. It was presented to 
the Commanding Officer of the 
unit. Li Jane Williams, by branch 
PRO and assistant secretary, 
Shipmate James Wheat. 

Littlehampton 

Oimping Church near Ford air¬ 
field was packed for the laying up 
of the old branch standard and the 
dedicat ion of the new. A memorial 
plaque was presented lo the 
branch honouring those killed in 
an air raid in 19441. 



BUYING A NEW CAR? 
Make it a Peugeot 


Special Forces discount 

available on whole Peugeot range at 



TIMS Li«S 


We al RANGERS TMS LTD fa Peugeot main dealership) operate a scheme 
entitled Personal Home Use tor the purchase of Tax Paid Peugeot cars. To 
quality tor the scheme you need to be a serving member of H.M, Forces. We 
provide a comprehensive range of services to our customers, including: 

^ A convenient and generous trade-in facility 
i* Finance at Competitive Prices * Car Insurance 

Rangers TMS Ltd 

Bulford Road, Durrington, Salisbury, Wiltshire SP4 8PL 
Telephone: (01980) 653434 Fax: (01980) 654256 


TIDDL ERS' OBI 
MALTA 


Tales of 
the Sea 


CONVOY RUNS 




m ML 121 photographed in Malta. Buitt at Rosneath in 1940 f she was later attered to mount a three- 
pounder on hert 'c sle. 


FENDING OFF repeated 
air attacks with a faulty 
Oerfikon firing from a 
petrol laden motor 
launch on a Malta con¬ 
voy run is something 
Shipmate Victor 
Coombes will remember 
vividly for the rest of his 
life. 

Victor, a member of 
Glasgow branch, was in June 
1942 a rating on board ML 121, 
one of six motor launches 
included in the escort for 
Operation Harpoon - an 
attempt to run a convoy from 
Gibraltar to beleaguered Malta 
through a gauntlet of enemy 
air and sea forces. 

At the same time an east bound 
convoy from Alexandria was sailed 
east in Operation Vigorous. 

Preparations in Gibraltar 
resulted in ML 121 receiving 
an Oertikon gun aft of the 
funnel. She was also fitted 
with minesweeping gear, 
and five, 500-gallon high 
octane fuel tanks on deck. 
To Victor, it all added up to a 
long and dangerous trip. 

Soon, the crew's mission was 
revealed and on June 12 the con¬ 
voy left the Rock. Keeping station 
on the convoy kept the little ves¬ 
sel's speed low and that with her 
fuel-laden decks and a stern sea, 
made it difficult for her to hold 
course. 

Shock 

“Morning broke and as I 
emerged on deck the scene came 
as a shock," said Victor, 
“Destroyers, cruisers, aircraft car¬ 
riers, corvettes and minesweepers. 
An armada of 24 warships sur¬ 
rounding six merchant ships and 
six MLs!" 

The next day the need for that 
heavy escort became dear. Enemy 
air reconnaissance had located the 
convoy and on June 14 Italian tor¬ 
pedo bombers attacked, sinking a 
freighter and damaging HMS 
Liverpool so badly that she had to 
be lowed back to Gibraltar. 

“The torpedo bombers had per¬ 
fect vision to select their target and 
mute of escape before descending 
to the attack," said Victor, who was 


manning the Oertikon. “They came 
in, weaving about the convoy so 
low that the heavy guns could not 
fire for fear of hitting a ship. 

“Soon one came from the star¬ 
board quarter, so low I could not 
use the sights. The Oerlikon gave a 
short burst and stopped. Misti re I" 

So close 

With the aid of a sub lieutenant, 
the gun was cleared. Then: 
“Another bomber came down our 
starboard side and the same thing 
happened. It was so close \ could 
have painted it's wing tip with a 
long-handled paintbrush. I watch¬ 
ed it drop the torpedo which hit the 
cruiser Liverpool as she crossed 
our bows some 200 yds ahead." 

Night gave Victor the opportuni¬ 
ty to strip the gun and cure the 
fault. 

At dawn it was the turn of 
Italian cruisers and destroyers 
whose shells straddling the convoy, 
but without effect on the merchant 
ships. “ Hie MLs gathered speed 
with white smoke pouring from the 
smoke canisters carried aft, to hide 


the merchant vessels,” 

Eventually the enemy ships were 
driven off, but not without cost - 
the destroyer HMS Bedouin was 
sunk and another, HMS Partridge, 
damaged. 

Now German air attacks 
began to fake their toll, 
damaging two freighters 
and the only tanker so badly 
that they had later to be 
abandoned. 

“1 saw a merchant ship astern 
receive a hit, and with steam and 
black smoke rising from the super¬ 
structure she quickly settled below 
the waves. Suddenly a plane 
appeared across the bow of the 
merchant ship, so low I thought it 
would strike our mast. 

“1 opened up using the tracers to 
hit his port engine, and as it flew by 
astern, with the wing just missing 
our White Ensign, 1 kept firing at 
the helmeied head of the pilot 
struggling with the controls. 

“As it crashed into the sea, the 
Subby said, 'Sony, it was already 
hit - so we can’t claim it.'” 


Three more aircraft appeared 
on the starboard quarter, and 
Victor swung around and opened 
up on the middle one. ‘That's a 
Spitfire, you bloody foolT' yelled 
the Subbv. “The other two were Ju 

Mine explosions 

The sight of Spitfires meant that 
Malta was not far, and the joy of 
seeing them dispelled Victor's 
embarrassment. But that was not 
the end of the agony for the convoy 
- or what was left of it. That night, 
as ML 121 drifted with stopped 
engines in a minefield off Malta, 
they heard three explosions - fol¬ 
lowed by the smell of oil. 

The Polish destroyer 
Kujawiak was sinking, mined 
off Grand Harbour. Survivors 
were picked up by MLs 134 
and 459. 

“Their cries for help were 
prompted by the stinging jellyfish 
rather than the fear of drowning, as 
they all had lifebelts,” recalls 
Victor. 


In Brief 


WOKING is proud of its record for raising money 
each year for The Royal British Legion Poppy 
Fund. The combined efforts of 17 shipmates 
raised £8,500 last year, exceeding the previous 
year's figure. 

A WREATH in memory of submariners lost in the 
Second World War was laid at St Paul's Anglican 
Cathedral, Malta, by members of Kettering 
branch. Twenty-two of them, with their wives, 
also took part in a Remembrance Day parade on 
the island and were guests ot the George Cross 
Island Association at a reception. 


IT WAS no small achievement for Wetherby to 
have its standard dedicated within ten months of 
commissioning. The service at St James's 
Church was followed by a parade led by 
Stockton Sea Cadet band, with 26 standards 
from No. 11 Area on display. Over 200 shipmates 
and guests attended a reception. 

A PARTY of Naval veterans from Pembroke 
House were guests at the branch's annual dinner 
attended by 120 shipmates, wives and guests. A 
cheque was presented, on behalf of the branch, 
to Pembroke House's amenities fund. 
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Options 


ow broke Southend built dream home 


Branch Spotlight 


HANG on to a dream - 
however wild” should be 
inscribed above the en¬ 
trance of Southend-on-Sea 
branch club, one of the 
biggest and most success¬ 
ful in the country. 

Today it provides superb 
facilities - an excellent galley, 
low-cost lunches during week¬ 
days and three bars for a grow¬ 
ing membership of about 700. It 
is hard to realise that it was 
inspired by the wild dream of a 
handful of shipmates *,. 

The small committee, which 
in 1973 formed the nucleus of 
the branch, met in rented 
rooms, it had no capital, but 
that didn't stop members from 
dreaming of having their own 
premises. 

Keeping an eye out for a suit¬ 
able hall, they didn’t hesitate 
when the Civil Air premises in 
East Street came on to the mar¬ 
ket Nor did other organisa¬ 
tions, which seemed to make 
the price prohibitive. 


Undaunted, the small band of 
intrepid shipmates led by 
Norman Summerhayes, set 
about raising the necessary 
cash. They borrowed from 
tradespeople, breweries and 
subscribed their own money on 
a long term loan to secure the 
freehold. 

Rebuilding 

Once bought, the hard task 
of refurbishment began. In a 
major DIY exercise, shipmates 
demolished and rebuilt walls 
and renewed floors, plumbing 
and wiring. Using their own 
tools and paint they often 
worked into the night to com¬ 
plete the renovations. 

The work still continues: the 
cellar has been converted into 
Drake’s Room and can accom¬ 
modate up to 100 for social 
events and weddings. It also 
has a bar. 

Now the club is booked up 
well into next year, and enjoys 
a high reputation locally and 
with other RNA branches. 



Meanwhile, a much older 
group, CASTLEFORD & DIS¬ 
TRICT, has just celebrated its 
70th year, having had its inau¬ 
gural meeting at the Star and 
Garter Hotel in 1926. Among 
the founder members was 
Shipmate C. Holland, who 
joined the RN in 1900 and was 
awarded the DSM when his Q- 
ship HMS Prize sank a U-boat 
in 1917. 

A further 12 DSMs were 


awarded to members during 
the Second World War, the 
most notable being to 
Shipmate Leslie Wood, who 
was a leading stoker in HMS 
Cossack. He received the 
award for gallantry during the 
rescue of British prisoners on 
board the German tanker 
Altmark, 

With 100 members and 50 
friends, Castleford is as strong 
as ever and meets on the third 


Sunday of each month. 
Members visit other RNAs 
about three times a year and 
hold a Trafalgar Night dance. 
They are twinned with the 
Marine Kameradschafl, Dort¬ 
mund, and reciprocal visits 
have taken place since 1970. 

To celebrate the 70th 
anniversary, plaques were pre¬ 
sented to The Royal British 
Legion and the local council. 
Members received commemo¬ 


rative lapel badges, an oak tree 
with an engraved, stone plinth 
was planted in the civic park 
and a social evening was held 
at the Civic Centre attended by 
300 members, friends and visi¬ 
tors from other areas. 


in the newty refur¬ 
bished Drake's Room - 
once a cetiar - some of 
the members of South- 
end branch toast their 
success . 



WINNER of the Navy News Picture Puzzle competition 
in our November issue is Mr W. D. Newman of 


guest of 
honour at 

Sherborne 

ADMIRAL of the Fleet Sir 
Julian Oswald and Lady 
Oswald were guests of honour 
at the Trafalgar Night dinner 
hosted by Sherborne branch 
and presided over by the chair¬ 
man, Shipmate Boh Dinsdale. 
Sir Julian proposed the toast to 
the Immortal Memory. 


Portsmouth. 

He correctly identified the 
cruiser HMS Arethusa (1934- 
BO) wearing recognition 
stripes while on patrol duty 
during the Spanish Civil War. 
His reply was picked at ran¬ 
dom. 

Mr Newman receives our 
cash prize of £25. A further 
prize is offered for a correct 
solution to this month’s puz¬ 
zle. Name the ship, the pur¬ 
pose for which she was built, 
and the role she was given in 


1955. As a clue, she is named 
elsewhere in this edition. 

Complete the coupon and send it to 
Mystery Picture, Navy News. HMS 
Nelson, Portsmouth POI 3HH. 

Coupons giving correct answers 
will go into a prize draw to establish a 
single winner. Closing date for entries 
is February 15. 

More than one entry can be submit¬ 
ted, but photocopies cannot be accept¬ 
ed. Do not include anything else In your 
envelope: no correspondence can be 
entered Into and no entry returned. 

The winner will be announced In pur 
March edition. The competition is not 
open to Navy Nows employees or their 
families. 


MYSTERY PICTURE 23 


Name.. * 
Address 


At LitUehampton, the dinner 
was attended by members from 
Brighton, Bognor Regis, Water- 
looville and from the Ford branch 
(HMS Peregrine) of the Fleet Air 
Arm Association. 


Shipmate Mike Ross gave a talk 
on the life of Nelson after which 
Capt. Philip Shenvin RN, who was 
accompanied by Mrs Sherwin, pro¬ 
posed the toast to the Immortal 
Memory. 


My answer 


RFA friendship 

The bonds of friendship between 
Barnsley branch and RFA Fort 
Victoria were strengthened bv the 
presence at the branch’s Trafalgar 
celebrations of Commodore Squire 
RFA and the RFA standard. 

Other guests included a former 
Defence Minister, Lord Mason of 
Barnsley, accompanied by Lady 
Mason; the Mayor and Mayoress 
and other civic dignitaries* 
Barnsley Sea Cadets provided the 
piping party and guard of honour. 

Celebratory dinners were also 


held at Southampton. Bourne¬ 
mouth, Birmingham East and 
East Grinstead branches. Rear 
Admiral T Cuddas and the Rev J, 
Pibworth, branch chaplain, were 
guests of honour at Southampton. 

Birmingham Easi dinner was 
attended by members of 
Stourbridge branch, the Sea Cadet 
unit TS Dolphin, the Market 


Gardeners and the Merchant Navy, 
More than I CIO shipmates of 
Woking branch as well as their 
wives and guests celebrated with a 
supper dance. The chairman* 
Shipmate G. Kiteatl, proposed the 
toast to the Immortal Memory . A 
highlight of the evening was a 
sketch presented by Shipmate Rod 
Fraser and gunnery shipmates. 


Trafalgar Day reports 


London 'duty 
lor First War 
veteran (97) 

TRAFALGAR DAY for 97- 
year-old Shipmate Bill 
Argent of East Grinstead 
branch was particularly 
memorable. 

With a handful of other vet¬ 
erans of the First World War he 
was on parade at the Imperial 
War Museum for the launch of 
the book The True Glory by 
Max Arthur which charts the 
history of the Royal Navy 
through personal experience 
from 1914 to 1939. 

Bill, who was awarded the DSM 
for gallantry as a teenage member 
of ihe RN Air Service, was accom¬ 
panied by his wife and a fellow 
shipmate from East Grinstead. 

John Jenner. 



As an observer gunner in 1917- 
18. Bill undertook ami-submarine 
patrols and remembers seeing the 
crew of a torpedoed Allied tanker 
swim through a sea covered with 
burning oil. 

On another occasion his aircraft 
ditched in the Channel and broke 
up. Having failed to summon help 
by radio. Bill released tw r o carrier 
pigeons, one of which got through 
with a message attached to its leg. 
The rescuers arrived just as the air¬ 
crew were giving up hope. 

Elsewhere among the branches, 
Redruth fit Camborne held a gala 
supper attended by shipmates from 
Falmouth. St Austell, Truro, St Ives 
and RN air station Culdrose. 
Pasties were enhanced by a cake 
provided by Shipmates John and 
Valerie Angrove and Donna 
Medyn. 

Brecon president, Vice Admiral 
Sir I wan Raikes, attended his 
branch's event at which the Mayor 
and Mayoress and Capt and Mrs 
Mark Kerr RN were guests of hon¬ 
our. The chairman, Shipmate Peter 
James presided, and the toast to 
the Immortal Memory was pro¬ 
posed by Capt Kerr. 

Members of York branch held a 
service and parade which was fol¬ 
lowed the next day by a dinner at 
which the toast to the Immortal 


Memory was proposed by branch 
president, Cdr David Boag RN, 
who was accompanied by his wife. 

At the service, conducted by the 
branch chaplain, the Rev David 
Porter, the hranch standard was 
laid up and the new dedicated. 

At Aldeburgh, Commodore 
and Mrs Brian Perowne were 
guests of honour at a Trafalgar lun¬ 
cheon presided over by the branch 
resident, Capt. Roger Wykes- 
neyd, 

Crieff & District marked its 
tenth anniversary at its Trafalgar 
dinner presided over by the chair¬ 
man, Shipmate M McKean, The 
traditional toasts were proposed by 
Shipmates R, F. Shaw, Lt Cdr K, J. 
Steel, T Handy and G. S, McBain. 
The toast to the Immortal Memory 
was proposed by Commodore 
Duncan Ellin, and the vole of 
thanks bv Shipmate Col. D, Martin 
RMR. 


a hard bound 20 volume 
set of Childrens 
Enc yc lopacd ia B ri tann ic a 
LOOK through our 
education pages 32, 33 and 34 
and enter our competition. 


REUNIONS at SEA! 

‘Up Spirits’ 

Your next AGM/Reunion at sea on 
a 3 day Mini Cruise to Spain from 

£75 p.p. 

which includes berth in cabin, 
Silver Service Dinner with wine, 
and all the Facilities of a five siar 
ship. 

Details from 

Harry Mitchell Sea tin ions 
01705 830158 

PO Box 86 

Southsea, Hants. P05 3JB 


THE ROYAL NAVY OF WWII ON VIDEO 


Part 10...E JNDIES/SRITISH PACIFIC FLEETS (1st Phase) 

Trlnco. Sydney, Manus, Sakishima etc. Making maximum use of all surviving RN 1 
archive film this first of two projected videos is the most definitive story possible 
in camera form. All other episodes still available. Part 9 Op.Neptune (D-Day 
period) Part B Op.Torch. Part 7 Hazards of Russian Convoys. Part 6 Perilous 
Waters (action in the Atlantic). Part 5 Tragedy & Triumph (Bat. of IM.Cape) down 
to and inch Part 1 Battleships at War. Each is 60 mins. Price UK £21.90 post 
paid. Elsewhere add £3,05. For multiple orders large discount available. 
_ Full details of this & all programmes send $AE 


M VTC BECK HOUSE ESCRlCK N YORKS YO<l fUH *01904) 728239 


























































Qifts with a flautical flavour - 9deal for 
those with a love of the sea and ships 


KEEP TIES WITH THE NAVY 
CLUB: White Ensigns on navy blue background running 
diagonally, separated by redMhrte/red stripes ( polyester) 
TRENDY: Cascading white Ensigns of stet proportions on 
navy blue background, {polyester silk) 

T R ADI TIONAL CLIP-QN 

El 2.25 UK. El 3.25 UK. 

For Surface Mail Abroad please add 50p. 


FIVE-PANEL BASEBALL CAP 

100% cotton with stiffened peak, back size adjuster. Biack, 
with gold coloured Royal Navy Crown to the front, and Navy 
News logo to the back. 

£3.75 UK. For Surface Mail Abroad please add SOP 


LADIES SCARVES 

100% polyester twill, flat scarf 52"x9\ White Ensign on 
Navy blue background running diagonally separated by 
red/white/red stripes. 

£12.99 UK. For Surface Mail Abroad please add 50p 


Orders To: 

The Business Manager Navy News. HMS Nelson, 
Portsmouth PD1 3Hhf 

Cheques payable to Navy News to accompany orders. For orders outside 
the UK payment can be made by Cheque/International Money Order in 
£ sterling and drawn on UK bank. Or for payment by Credit Card/ Switch, 
UK & Abroad, please use coupon on page 4 

TEL: 01705 826040 FAX: 01705 830149 


MATCHING SHIRTS 

SWEATSHIHT — Traditional style, with crew neck 
and ribbed cuffs and waistband. 


Sml, Med, Lge, Ex- Lge 
£13,35 £14.70 

UK Surface Mail Abroad 

T-SHIRT — (not shown) White with Ship and Flag 
logo to front. 

22"- 32" Sml, Med, Lge, XLge XXlge 
£4,50 UK £5,25 UK £6.50 UK 


SIMON OF THE AMETH YST 

A tine sculptured resin reproduction of this 
famous cat. Hand painted, presentation boxed. 
£24.99 UK. Surface Mai! Abroad please add £1. 


ROYAL NAVY PILL BOX 

A Collector’s Piece 

A hand-made collectable enamel box in Royal 
Blue, hinged with a 22ct gold-plated bessef, 
with gold Royal Navy Crown on lid. 

£42.99 UK. £43.50 Surface Mail Abroad 


STERLING SILVER JEWELLERY 

Royal Naval Crown is the design chosen tor this new 
range of jewellery. Each item is in sterling silver and carries 
the English Hallmark. Presentation boxed. 

RN Crown Brooch £32.99 UK 
RN Crown Tie Side £27,99 UK 
RN Crown Cut! Links £27.99 UK 

Buy Cuff Links & Tie Slide together 

for special price of £55. (uk) 

Buy all three items together 
for special price of £85.99 (uk) 

For Surface Malt Abroad please add 50p 


STOP PRESS 
1997 Navy News 
Calendars 
still available 
see page 14 
for details. 


FREE 8” JOINTED TEDDY! 
With every order over £35 

Alternatively purchase teddy at introductory price of 
£2.25 UK. Surface Mail Abroad Please add SOP 


E4.8Q 


Surface Mail Abroad 
£5.60 


Z7M 


EXQUISITE CRYSTAL 

Tasteful glassware, distinctively engraved with the Royal 
Navy Crown. Presentation boxed. 

CLEAR CRYSTAL GOBLET £19 00 each UK 

CLEAR CRYSTAL BRANDY GLASSES £30.00 pair UK 

LEAD CRYSTAL WHISKEY GLASSES £42.45 pair. UK 
Available to readers outside the UK. Please telephone or 
write for postage costs. 


DELUXE TRIPLE PEN SET 
Each set consists of: 

Superbly designed 'non-dry' rollerball, High quality fountain pen, 
Exquisitely styled twist-action pencil 

All In a high quality lacquer finish, red marble effect lop, Wack high 
gloss barrel and gill trim. Presentation boxed, 

£39.99 UK Surface Mail Abroad £40.75 


Royal Navy Crown 


fc CROWN COPYRIGHT/MOO 
Reproduced wlm the permission 
of the Controller of HMSO 


NB, Items are not shown 
actual size 
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FICER CADETS TAKE TO NAVY LIFE LIKE FISH TO WATER 





Personal 


AJI lunns subject 111 status, A written ijui italic m nftiur credit terms is ;iv;ti1nhLc on iuqtlesl. I IK' Bank pie, an authorised instiliiljim under tile Banking Act I 1 #!;. 
Repistcretl office: North Street, Wink field. Wind**. Berkshire S| A 4TD. Registered in tineland No. 1117305- 


• 2U Adrian Oura RM 
prepares for a night dive 
off the Sinai Peninsular. 
During a two week expe¬ 
dition based on 
Hurghada, Egypt a party 
from Britannia Royal 
Naval College, 
Dartmouth managed 
over 25 dives each and 
averaged over 16 hours 
under water. 

Getting 
to the 
bottom 
of it 

MARINE Engineer 
Officer of HMS Brave Lt 
Cdr Richard Tarran host¬ 
ed five members of the 
Algerines Association 
for an inspection of the 
Type 22 frigate in No 7 
Dock at Devonport 
The former HMS Brave 
was one of the 110 high¬ 
ly successful Algerine 
fleet minesweepers built 
during World War 11 and 
the Algerine Association 
has a strong affiliation 
with her successor. 
Anyone with an inter¬ 
est in the Algerines may 
contact Robin Allum on 
01256 993596, 

J Left to right with Lt 
Cdr Tarran are Fred 
Steer, John Warren, Mike 
Phillips, Stan Thorn and 
Len Waliey. 


From Exercise Dynamic Mix in the Med to scuba diving in the 
Gulf, 13 Officer Cadets experienced life with the Fleet to the full 
writes Officer Cadet Michael Robb. 


% Initial Sea Training; Officer Cadet James O'Donnell carries out 
a full inspection of HMS Sheffield. 


scares off 


straight into action with Dynamic 
Mix, for most a first experience of 
operational warfare practice made 
all the more interesting because of 
its international nature. 

There was the opportunity to 
carry out astro-navigation, take 
part in replenishments at sea, act 
as Swimmer of the Watch and lake 
part in machinery breakdown 
drills, happily provided for by the 
ship’s company. Other tasks 
ranged from shadowing the 
Commanding Of Fleer to Dining 
Hall Party, 

There were also trips to Cairo to 
sec the Pyramids. 

Formed in 1992 to replace the 
Dartmouth Training Squadron, 
Initial Sea Training forms an inte¬ 
gral part of the New Officer 
Training Structure. 

After their initial term of basic- 
training at Dartmouth, Ihe OCs 
spend eight weeks in front line 
frigates and destroyers. 

While on board, they spend a 
period in each of the ship s major 
sections, irrespective of future spe¬ 
cialisations. 

At the end of 1ST the OCs are 
required to sit an Oral Board cov¬ 
ering all that they have learnt, 
which constitutes 60 per cent of 
their final assessment. 


Ninja 


Call our branches at: 
Portsmouth: 01705 812021 
Fareham: 01329 220511 

Plymouth: 01752 600323 


HFC 


Dynamic mix lor a 
lucky 13 


We completed our Initial Sea 
Trai n ing on board H M S S heffieId, 
enjoying eight weeks of a full, var~ 
ied and exciting deployment. After 
joining in Palma de Mallorca it was 

diver 


a 'nobby' 

THE RED SEA lived up to its reputation as one of the world’s 
primary dive sites when 12 staff and students from Britannia 
Royal Naval College took part in Exercise Thistlcgorm, writes 
Officer Cadet Simon Weaver 


The two week expedition to the 
coral reefs around Hurghada, 
Egypt aimed to further interest 
and diving experience amongst 
Young Officers under the British 
Sub Aqua Club training scheme. 

Experience among the party 
varied hut for most it was their 
first time diving in tropical waters 
and the first six days were devoted 
to bringing all up to BSAC sports 
diver standard, qualifying for 30 
metre dives. 

A huge array of sea life was on 
offer, possibly attracted by Capt 
King and Sgt Smith’s choice of 
beach shirt, each employing past 
camouflage and concealment 
training to disguise themselves as 
Parrot fish . + . 

Attractions included huge 
Napoleon wrasse, crocodile fish, 
lion fish, devil scorpionfish and 
giant Moray eels, the highlight 
being an encounter with a pair of 
sea turtles. 

Safety demanded a day's rest, 
during which some braved a six- 
hour high speed death ride at the- 
hands of a psychotic bus driver to 
he rewarded with the amazing 
sights of the Valley of the Kings 


and the Temple of Karnac. 

Others took to the hack streets 
of 1 lurghada to go ‘rabbiting’ while 
the staff, exhausted by the scale of 
their responsibilities, went to sleep 
by the pool at the hotel. 

Phase 2 started with a diving 
safari around the Sinai Peninsular, 
with three days’ diving on the 
wreck of the 9,500 tonne cargo 
ship SS Thistlegorm, bombed by 
the Luftwaffe while carrying sup¬ 
plies for the Kth Army. 

The ship is designated a war 
grave so may not be entered, but 
even from the outside the well pre¬ 
served display of railway locomo¬ 
tives. weapons, motorcycles and 
trucks was fascinating. 

What everyone really wanted to 
see were ‘Nobbies* (sharks). When 
a leopard Shark was first spotted 
for real, the rush was strangely to 
get into, not out of the water. This 
one offered no threat to divers - 
and when it came face to face with 
Lt Tony Watt who was dressed as a 
Ninja, waving a machete and fixing 
the beast with the traditional MCD 
steeh eyed glare of death. Nobby 
swam off to bask elsewhere .. 
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Penfriends Recruitment and Business 



Would you like a 
Naval Penfriend? 

A ten word advertisement 
in this coiumn costs from as 
iittie as £9. 

WRITE MESSAGE here 


HOW TO ADVERTISE; Simply write your message (10 Wards), enclose 
cheque/PO for £9 and send to: Penfriends’, Navy News, HMS Nelson, 
Portsmouth P01 3HR Replies to your box number will be forwarded on 
daily, (Payment by credit card.'switch please use coupon on page 4 ) 
HOWTO REPLY: Any person who writes to an advertiser must use a 
stamped envelope bearing the advertisers box number clearly in the 
bottom left hand corner. The letter should then be enclosed in a 
second envelope and addressed as above. We cannot guarantee that 
unstamped letters will be redirected. 

Name:. 

Address. 


NEW YEAR, new start, new 
f riends. Lady invites Officer corre¬ 
spondence BOX JI 
SINGLE FEMALE 25. seeks 
male pertlricnd with Good Sense 
Of Humour BOX 12 
SHAPELY SUSSEX, solo, shim¬ 
mying, swimming, skiing, 
scrambling, non-smoking, joking 
Jan BOXJ3 

SMART, LOVING, GSOH. 5Kyr 
old, 5ft bins lady. WLTM gentle¬ 
man. BOX J4 

RICHARD 26 sailor, seeks at trac¬ 
tive girl 24+ GSOH for friendship 
poss relationship BOX J5 
ROM ANCE LOVING penfriend, 
black, 6ft, dancing, swimming, 
reading BOX .16 
FEMALE 34 divorced GSOH 
enjoys family, music, animals, 
writing letters Bt>X 17 
HEATHER 25 student-teacher, 
ertjoy travelling, skiing, aro¬ 
matherapy, drama and writing let¬ 
ters BOX 18 

FEMALE 23 wants sailor/ser- 
vieemen penpals, sincere BOX J9 

KERRY 21 MC.EC sup¬ 
porter, seeks male for a good 

laugh BOX 110 

NEW YEARS girl (33) seeks tall 
new years hoy to write BOX JI 1 
ALLY, 34, 5", blue eyes, blonde 
hair, divorced mother, would 
like lo write to genuine and 
earing sailor/maririe, photo appre¬ 
ciated BOX J12 

TWO BUXOM blondes need 
TLC. You aged 35-45 BOX 113 
TWENTY TWO Matelots new to 
Plymouth 16-32 yrs, lady friends 
required BOX ,114 
SINCERE SINGLE lady seeks 
genuine penfriend. (Officer or Ex¬ 
services) BOX J15 

WIDOW 70 5 f 7’\ many interests, 
seeks genuine male for 
friendship BOX J16 
WANT’ A female penpal? I’m 20, 
single and enjoy sailing BOX .117 
GILL, 29, 5*3” bubbly blonde, 
occasional bouts of normality, 
GSOH BOX J18 

FEMALE 30 seeks male 27 to 
36 for friendship/ relationship 

BOX .119 

TALL SINGLE male 37, seeks 
lady for friendship / relation¬ 
ship BOX ,J20 

VIVACIOUS 35YR old lady, full 
of Fun would like someone to 
write to to fill the long winter 
nights BOX J2I 

BUBBLY BLONDE earing, sin 
cere, 40, attractive, seeks earing 
penpal GSOH BOX Dl 


BUBBLY BLONDE caring, sin¬ 
cere. 40. attractive, seeks caring 
penpal GSOH BOX Dl 
HONEST GENTLEMAN wishes 
to contact similar lady 35-45 for 
friendship BOX D2 
HI! 1 T M Sue, 35, seeks Marine 
for friend ship/re I at ion ship 29-36 
BOX D3 

DIVORCED LADY 46. 5*6 
GSOH. seeks friendship/relation¬ 
ship. photo please BOX D4 
ATTRACTIVE BRUNETTE 26. 
seek s pe n Fr i e nd, All lette rs 

answered BOX D5 
NO POST? Independent female, 
30’s, loves life, men, conversa¬ 
tion,,, write! BOX L>6 

SINGLE PARENT 35, studying 
lor OU Degree, seeks male pen- 
friertds BOX 1)7 

BUXOM WENCH (24yrs) seeks 
her nepiune! BOX D8 
MALE 4(1, single, seeks genuine 
friendship/relationship with naval 
female BOX D9 

WEST SUSSEX female 20 years 
otd seeking male penfriends 

BOX DIO 

LIG1A, 28 Would like lo meet fun. 
tall friendly cadet BOX Dll 
FEMALE 31 with GSOH wants to 
write to 30+fella BOX D12 
PRETTY WOMAN, 38, lively, 
intelligent, seeks sailor for lasting 
friendship BOX D13 
ATTRACTIVE, YOUNG 46. 
female GSOH seeks genuine male 
friendship/relationship BOX I>14 

ENGLISH MALE, while, 33, 
seeks sincere Wren for correspon- 
dence/fricndship BOX 1)15 


PERSONAL 


FOR SALE; Midshipman’s Dirk 
(1908) good condition original knot. 
Phone 0802-265072/ BOX 9625 
ITEMS FOR SALE; If you would 
like to sell an item through Navy 
News - Telephone Sarah Jacobs on 
(01705) 724226 for details, 

HAVE YOU missed a copy of Navy 
News - Telephone Sylvia Newman 
on (01705) 725064 or 826040, 
TIRED OF lonely night with 
no-one to write to? Me. too. 
Brunette female 37, seeks "manly'* 
tall, kind 36-42 fun sailor for 
pen/frienship possible romance. Are 
you he? BOX 9626 

STUDIO 2 

Slum - Aratna missive — Shower. 

Mon fr: 9.00Mn-midnighi. 

Sal 10.00am-midnight. 

Sunday 1 lam-11.30pm. 

Book your appuintmcjii or call in to visit til, 
146 Ktyhim Rond, Plymouth 
(oppustle SI L«»aiij Gate) STS 
01752 559955. “ 

Visiting service tel: 0831 526664. 




/t gift for 
your Valentine 

w w V W¥ 

3ull Cength pure 
silk Wrap 


Embroidered with dragons, 
birds or /lowers iff red, gold 
or salmon pink (hand washable ) 

Kentl cheque/pii for i 18,5(1 (in? P&PI 
To: Nimplv Silk, f>4 Fulmer Road, 
West Beck ton, 

1,cmdim E16 3TT 


FIRM SECURITY 


One of the UK s premier security companies 
has vacancies throughout the UK. 

Wage is £4.00 per hour rising to £5.25 per hour 
if you are smart , fit and enthusiastic we would like to 
see you. 

Please telephone 01604-706802 for a full 
information pack. 

In addition we offer a two day residential training 
course to BS7499 standards, uniform provided and 
excellent career prospects plus 4 weeks paid 
holiday per year 


Promote your Vacancies to almost t/2 million Readers contact SARAH on 01705 724226 


Become a 


DRIVING 
INSTRUCTOR... 


and enjoy job security again! 


Within weeks you could be working fora local Driving School, 
in a company car. earning £350+ per week. Training can be 
scheduled to fit around your current j ob, and a suitable school 
placement arranged in your area under our Job Guarantee 
Scheme. For information and/or interview, you may call free 
on: 0500 170017 


The Instructor College 


DSA recommended training establishments 

HARROW (Middlesex! & CROYDON (Surrey) 


CURRICULUM VITAE 

• Specialists in C,Vs 

• Convert Service Docs lo civvy Jargon 

• Individually Tailored by Human 
Resource Professional 

• Quality Comes as Standard 

REDE SERVICES 

62, Langdale Close, Estover. Plymouth 
_ TEL/FAX: (01752)700659_ 


MILITARY CV SERVICES 

The original CV service for HM Forces 
Established in 1984, 

A world-wide CV firm run by a former 
regular officer and current full-time 
career consultant. Past clients include 
men and women of all ranks from every 
arm and branch of the services, 
ft iW details from; Ardbcmy Jacques 
66, High View Road, Guiidtord Surrey, GU25RU 
TEL 0143 823766. 


CLUB STEWARD 

LLANDUDNO RNA 

Require ex RN/RM. with partner to assist, 
for the above position. 

Rent free two bedroom unfurnished flat on third storey of premises, 
CORCA rates of pay apply. References and two referees required. 
No child under secondary school age . No pets . 

Applications and inquiries to the secretary at;- 
LLANDUDNO RNA CLUB 
5, GLODDAETH STREET, LLANDUDNO 
GWYNEDD. LL3Q 2DD 
TEL: 01492 876910 


WALES - Canal f/reegewr guawess 

• Brecon Beacons National Park • 4 electric . 3 diesel narrowboats 

• Spacious 4 bed onsite accommodation • Approval tor expansion 

• Ex service operator looking to retire 

£365,000 TEL: 01873 830001 


EX - SERVICEMAN FINDS WAV TO EARN £1.500 
PER DAY. WORKING FROM HOME PART/FULLTIME. 
SOUNDS TOO GOOD TO BE TRUE? FOR FREE 
INFORMATION TEL: 01202 713009 24 HRS. 


CONSIDERING 
A POLICE CAREER? 

A three day course designed to help you 
understand the requirements of the initial 
entrants examination and the Assessment 
Centre exercises, is being held at the 
institute of Police And Criminological 
Studies, Portsmouth University. 

FEB 12th to 14th. 

Cost: £200 per person 
+ accommodation charges (if required) 
Distance learning package available 
at £65. 

Courses will be arranged on a monthly basis. 
First come, first served. Let us know which 
month you would be interested in. 
Enquiries from Resettlement Officers 
are welcomed. 

Further details -SAE (A4/5) to: 
Career Management Techniques 
PO Box 2002, Hockley, Essex SS5 6FA 
Fax: 01702 231877. 


BAILIFFS 

Full and Part-time 
Required. 
Male/Female, 
Self employed with 
own transport. 

* Training given * 
* High earnings 
possible * 

London & Home Counties 
Tel: 0171 263 2878 


JOBS AT SEA 

and ABROAD 1997 

Unskilled, skilled, inexperienced good 
pay, UK; world wide. Cruise ships, tugs, 
merchants, tankers, ferries, dredging, 
oil gas rigs, trawlers, diving, salvage, 
yatch crewing, marine biology, survey, 
oceanography, waters ports instructors. 
Latest vital information job pack 
(with other jobs abroad 1907 
vacancy'recruitment sup ple me nta). 

Complete job pack £&.95 Qheque/PQ: 

MARINE EMPLOYMENT 
(Floor 3A) Brittanic House, 

Swan age B HI 9 INF 


* 

Navy 

you’ll go places 


1 he Royal New Zealand Navy 
is currently looking for service 
persons or recent ex service persons 
to fill the following vacancies: 

# Hydrographic Officers 

(Ll/Lt Cdr - HI or H2) 

# Principal Warfare Officer 

(Lt/Lt Cdr) 

# Helicopter Observers 

(Small ship operations preferred) 


For further information send your Curriculum Vitae to: 

THE HEAD 

NEW ZEALAND DEFENCE STAFF, NEW ZEALAND HOUSE, 
HAYMARKET, LONDON. SW1Y 4TQ 
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Property & Miscellaneous 


SAILING SOON? 

Wo successfully LET and MANAGE proper! 
throughout tha South with our caring but 
professional service, fling today (or friendly, 
competent advice on all aspects of Lslfmg. 
Telephone: Fa reham (01329) 234441 
Chichester (01243) 780094 
Woolston (01703} 445899 


BLACK HOUSE AGENCIES 
Parkinson Kairlit 1 Kitht-rtson 


T L G 


PROPERTY 

MANAGEMENT 


SPECIALISTS IN THE 
HOMES OF RN PERSONNEL 


A full and comprehensive 
service which includes atten¬ 
tion to the smallest detail 

Tracey Macenzie ■ Michael Talmondt 
TEL 01705 861550 / FAX: 01705 818081 
263, Fawcett Rd. Southsea, Hants. 


MARINE ARTIST 

ANY SHIP, SCENE OR 
SETTING PROFESSIONALLY 
PORTRAYED 

IAN FRASER (ex RN) 

37A Chilwell Road 
Beeston, Nottingham NG9 1EH 


.FRAMED COLOUR PRINTS. 

From own original paintings 



Over 400 available 
Print laminated with canvas torture film 
to resemble an original oil palming 
size for £35 plus P&P 

For list please send SAE to: 
SEAHT 5 THE CHASE, GOSPORT, 
HANTS P012 2TD 


flew Photo's 
from Old! 


Scratched * Ripped * Faded 


Using a computerised 
process, we can invisibly 
repair your cherished 
photographs without 
damaging your original 
image. 

Repairs from: £19.99 
Enlargements from: £6.00 

Quantom imaging 

freepo+t TK2Q7?(m stamp reel) 
PQ$ox84. Egham, 

Surrey TW20 8BR 

T6C: 01984 430607 


REGIMENTAL SUPPLIES (N) 
po BOX 45 
BECKENHAM 
KENT 
BR31GJ 

Tel: 0181 325 5193 
Medals - full size and miniature, 
mounted for wear. 

Blazer badges, buttons, ties 
and heraldic wall plaques 


EMBROIDERED 

BADGES 

SMps crests, S"r 12" 
Embroidered Ties and Cap Tallies 
made to order 

Ross Art Emboidery 
7 Wall Road, Gwinear, Hayle,Cormwall 
TR27 5HA. Tel/Fax: 01736 85Q724 


PURE NOSTALGIA 

Own an individually hand-built 
waterline presentation model of 
your ship, perhaps long pone bul 
never forgotten Any H.M. vessel 
or R.F.A. from 1920 onwards, In 
various sizes. 

Contact tor further details: 

Ron Hughes, 

Model Shipwright, 
Feldemore, Barton, Stow market 
Suffolk, 1P14 4LF 
01449 781741 
Companion of (he 
Royal Institution! of Naval Architects 


Executive 

Homes 

Let and manage quality 
houses and flats in and 
around Portsmouth 

Contact us far details 

01705 585577 

Web Site: 

http: f /ww w. e xec ut ive- homes, com 


GOLD WIRE BADGE CO 


Gold Wire Blazer Badgesaii ships - 

franted Wire Badges ($x$j 

White GaurtiH* _ 

Whit 6 Cotton Gloves Pait„ 

Navy /Black Berets ffis - 6 

Any Association Wire Beret Badge _ 

R.N a Hava! Division Ties m 

Black Clip-on Ttes 
Embroidered Garments 
Qilted winter atousflns, Black/Navy 

RNA/BM/FAA/FAA As so m _ 

Navy blue V-neck Jumpers: 

RNA/RMJFAAJFAA Amt i _ 

Wbde Piiot Stiins- 

RNA/ftmNPSA/FAA/FAA Assn _ 

Sweatshirts Navy. Grey, FAA/FAA Assn . 
Screen Primed Sweatshlrtt-one offs , 
all badges 
Bosuns can 
Extinct thl rr .. 

( made to 6fdi 


.. .£ 9.00 
. f TUW 
.. £19.00 
3.50 
- f 7,00 
.. £ 4.00 
8.30 
... f 4.50 


rtf.7s 
r_* £14.50 

... £14.50 
~ £430 

.. WM 


Officers Cap Badges,.. 


tap Badges,.£10.00 

Gold Sword Knot ..£22.00 

Leather Sword Belts .£70,00 

Sword Bags . ..£30.00 


all prices include P&P 

1 1, Patehwid Drive. Shaw, Otdhum.lun c*. OL20TJ 

Tel/Fax: 01706 846648 


T-SHIRTS 
OARS ETC 
01489 


CARTOONS DRAWN 
EXCELLENT RATES • BROCHURE 
PAINTING 8 EMBROIDERY 


Couchebebe 
PO Box 5, Swanmore 
Southampton S032 2UW 


GET 

PROMOTION! 


T-Shirts, Sweatshirts, Polos, 
Rugby Shirts, Hooded Tops, 
Singlets, 

Baseball Hats, Ties, 
Embroidered 
Badges and Jumpers,' 
Pennants, Mugs, 

Sports Bags and Holdalls, 
Jog/Track Suits & Shell Suits 


AS PROMOTIONS 

12, Avenue Industrial Estate, 
Justin Road, London, E4 85U 
Telephone 0181-523 3283 
Fax 0181-531 7296 




CAP TALLIES 
ANY SHIP 
— MANY IN STOCK 

For comprehensive Hit pleoie send $AE 

SHIPS BADGES 
SILK/WIRE SHIPS BADGES AN D 
TIES FOR ASSOCIATIONS 

SPECIALIST BADGE SUPPLES 
1, MED (WJtT, LOHGWELL GREEN, ttmOL 
TEL/FAX: 01179 327967 


Navy News 
Own Products 

ff you are not satisfied 
with one of our own 
products sold through 
this paper, simply return 
it to us unused within 
14 days and we will 
replace it free of charge 
or issue a full refund 
(including postage) 

This guarantee does not 
affect your statutory rights. 


The Blue Band 

Magazine 

Presents 

"The Mountbatien Festival 
of Music 1997 ” 

The Massed Rands of Her Majesty \ 
Royal Marines under the direction of 
U Col R A Caterer, LRAMJtM 

Recorded five at I hr Rnval Albert Hall 
The 1997 rmirding 
will be available from April 

CD's - £12.00 Cassettes * £8.00 

linelusive of PAP in UK onty, overalls Dili! 20^ I 
Beasr make chMjut.'PtVs payable tu the 
Whit Hand Magazine p 
and forward to; 

Blue band Magazine, E&stftev Btoek. 
HMS Nelson, Portsmouth, Hants P013HH 


WILD GOOSE 

A VIDEO 

Tells the tale of HMS Wild Goose 

and sister ships. Starling, Wren, 
Kile, Woodpecker, Magpie, of 
Captain Walkers 2nd escort group 
1943/45. 

£9.95 inc UK p&p. 

(cheques payable So T. Kingsley) 

4, Years ley Grove, York, YQ3 9BX 

(allow 21 days for delivery} 


WORCESTERSHIRE 
MEDAL SERVICE 

Full size and miniature medals supplied 
and mounied for wear Qr display Send 
<o* lull list of miniature medals, 
emblems, clasps, etc SAE appreciated 

25 Golden Cross Lana, Catstiih 
Broms grove, Wo res. 861 OLG 
Telephone 01527 635375 

Acce&sAftsa tvelcome 


SING ’EM AGAIN! 

55 NAVY SONGS ON 3 TAPES 

“IN run NAVAL SPIRIT', ”ROUND THE BUOY”, 

"SALLY FREE AND EASY" 

Sung By The Song Bo'sun CYRIL TAWNEY 

'‘Full of ripe and ironic humour, nostalgia and sadness'' ■ Wavy News' 
“Ought lo be purchased by every ship and submarine mess as a form of light 
relief in their darker moments" - ‘Naval Wives'. 

Price (inc. pip£7.50 each cassette (UK/ULPO only* Tbewhcre Of.50 each cassette j. 
(All overseas payments in Sterling hy 1MO or cheque drawn on a British bank, ple«e). 
Orders and enquiries to: NEPTUNE TAPES (NN), 521 Meanwood Road 
LEEDS LS6 JAW 



The Gift Shop 

BRITANNIA ROYAL NAVAL COLLEGE 

ROYAL NAVY TIE SPECIAL PRICE. £6.95 

BOSUNS CALL: Brass & Copper with chain —... only £ 5.95 

CUFF LINKS: RN Crown, White Ensign, RM, BfiHC—...pair £ 7^0 

REAL NIARCAStTE Navy Crown Brooch............ £15.00 

EMBROIDERED BADGES: White Ensign, Royal Navy, Union Jack __ea £ 2.95 

LAPEL BADGES: White Ensign, Navy Crown, Royal Marines, BRNC, Sailor, 

Britannia, Submariner, RN Anchor, WRNS, and many others. ... X 1*60 

TIES: RNA, RNfl, RM, MN...£9.50. FAA, Submarines and others.£10,50 

Prices Include PS P. Cheques payable Id 'Central Accls BRNC. Send SAE tor more detailed Hal. 
_ THE GIFT SHOP, BRNC t DARTMOUTH, DEVON, TQ6 0HJ. _ 
TEL: 01803 677118 FAX: 01803 677015 (Credit Cards Welcome) E3 


m space com u 

vomt 

mmse youz 

SeWICElOTHS 

mm seo/tcB 

mpsAm 

FottmceMHW&sno 
PROMOTE YOUR eOMMMY 
TO THE NAW 

TEL 0770S 72422(£. 


PRINTED or pSn 

embroidered^^ \ 

10 your own design V 

* T Shifts Polos 

* Sweatshirts 

* Rugby Shirts jppC 

* Drill Tops Caps 1 Jr-! - , 

* Sweaters TOTAL 


For FREE colour brochures contact: I 

TEES TOTAL High Stresi, Wootton I 

Baaaett, Swindon. Wilts SN4 7AJB I 
Tal: (01793) B49B8B Fan &498901 


Tl* 


FREE SAMPLE SHIRT 

PLUS! 

KEEP THIS AD TO CLAIM A 
FREE! SWEATSHIRT ON ALL 
ORDERS ABOVE 20 SHIRTS, 


k W CarRentol 


reur First 
port of call! 

Don ! miss our unbeatable 
Haw Personnel Hates. 

from: £25 daily 
and £65 weekends. 
Prices are Inclusive of: 

* UNLIMITED MILEAGE 

* INSURANCE 

+ VAT 


Call Now! 

Plymouth: 01752 779999 
Portsmouth: 0 t 105 214666 


TIES, BADGES & 
PLAQUES 

By Mail Ordar 

SHIPS/SQUADRONS/ 

REGIMENTS/CLUB 

HM Services and custom-made for Clubs, 
Bands, Chotrs. e(c. 

Btazer buttons, medals, rbbons & 
sundries 

Please send SAE tor lists 

THE HERALDIC CG, (GB) NN 
Over Briar, Beech Well Lane, Edge 
End, Coielord, Gtos. GL16 THA 
Tel. Fai 01594 932200 


THURSTON 

JL I y T a n i i y ii i is i J h <* JL ™ 


Snooker & Pool Services 
Fund Raisers, Darts, 
Table Tennis, Trophies 


FOK FREE BROCHURE CALL 

0151.207 1336 


EMBROIDERED 

Sweaters, Sweatshirts 
Polo shirts, Badges 

PRINTED 

Teeshirts, Sweatshirts, 
Badges, Coffee mugs 
And lots more, alt from one supplier 

No artwork or setting up costs on majority of poodg 
Hign ctuawy, competitive pntes. prompt delivery 

BFPO tax-free service 
Send for our new price Hat: 

Reynold Sports 

SlUSE, High Street, Unctjln, INS 8AP 
Tel: 01522 513333 
Fax: 01522 530383 


MINIATURE MEDALS 

Miniature Hid fidl-jiycd medal» Supplied 
and mmirfled ui nrdirLiry and court - style 

* Wire Bluer Badge 1 . + Me is Kn Nutgej 

* Display CAKI, medal ribbon, mounling, 

ban, ribbon ban, ett 

Send (ea GurapehcniiTC cjwtoguc to the 
Medal Spec^llLilia (23p stamp appreciated) 

MINIATURE MEDAUS CNN) 

30 COVENTRY ROAD, 
BURBAGE, 

LEICESTERSHIRE LEI 0 2HP 

Telephone: (01455) 230262 


IP 

I 

I 

(| 

h 

1 

I 


Z&eritworth ^ 

the 

FORMERLY COR I VO PRODUCTS 

High quality pewter tankards, 
hip flasks, goblets, plates and 
much more. Engraved with 
Ship's Crests, Badges and 
Logos to your own designs, 

Competitive prices, 

Full colour brochure. 

A R WENTWORTH (SHEFFIELD) LTD 

Tjnkafd House, 25 LeadTbis fteid, Sheffield Si 3lA 

Tel 0TI4 272 5676 &0H4 27S 4188 fax Ql 14 272 6651 



WALL SHIELDS OF 
ROYAL NAVY SHIPS 



Hand painted on wooden base 6in x 7in 

£22.80 + £1.40 UK Postage. 

REDUCED PHICES given for orders of 6 or more 
SPECIAL PRICES given for 10, 25, 50 and 100 

CRESTED TIES TO YOUR OWN SPECIAL DESIGN 

(minimum 36) 

Specialist experience over 85 years 

C.H.MUNDAY LTD 
Oxford House, 8 St Johns Road 
St Johns, Woking, Surrey GU21 1SE 
Telephone: 01483 771588 Fax: 01483 756627 


GREENBURGH’S 

(THE ORIGINAL NAVAL TA1QRS) 

WALL PLAQUES 



HAND PAINTED ON OAK BASE ANY DESIGN 
£22.95+ C1.30 UK POSTAGE 
QUANTITY DISCOUNTS FOR SIX OR MORE 


WIRE OR SILK, ANY DESIGN OR QUANTITY 
CLUB, REGIMENTAL OR YOUR OWN DESIGN 
MIN OR FULL SIZE (STATE REQUIREMENTS) 
CAP TALLIES, BLAZER BUTTONS 
Send SAE for quotes and price fist 
49 DEREK AVENUE, HOVE, SUSSEX 
BN3 4PE TEL: (01273) 416138 


HMS KVA & RNA WALL SHEILDS 

Handmade to order 



@ Crown 

6lnx7V3 Cap^ht 

E1B.99* inc UK postage 
‘ add £1.45 lor optional mottoftitle scroll 
Up to 40% discount with quantity orders 
C&A 0EHARRELL 
187, Victoria Avenue, Huh, HUS 3EF 
Tel/Fax: 31482 213398 
Please send SAE tor Brochure 


BADGES OF 
THE ROYAL NAVY 



hull colour Heutsealcd framed 
Collectors size: 5m x 5 ( /?w, J 7,50 


Presentation Size: Smx7m _ 


-£12.50 


All Royal Naval Associated Badges 
AH prices include UK postage 

AJ.LAW (FLEET BADGES) 

d.Ckurth tft'Hv Oboritt, Sr Sherburne 
J%wf l/Pf JNA 
Tel: 01935 HI2149 


A A FRAMPTON TRADING AS 

WELFARE GARAGE 
HMS NELSON 

* Mechanical * Bodywork 

* Electrical ★ Servicing 

for all types of cars 
Also Computerised Diagnostic 
Tuning etc 
MOTs arranged 

Tel DOCKYARD EXT 24236 
PORTSMOUTH 824802 



Navy News 
Notice To Readers 

The publishers of Naw News 
cannot accept responsibility for 
the accuracy of any 
advertisement or for any losses 
suffered by any readers as a 
result. Readers are strongly 
recommended to make their own 
enquiries and seek 
appropriate commercial, legal 
and financial advice before 
sending any 

money or entering into any 
legally binding agreement 


LOST MEDALS 

REPLACED IN RECORD TIME 

FULL SIZE & MINIATURE 
1 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE 

WRITE OR PHONE FOR QUOTATION 

RAYMOND D. HOLDICH 

Trafalgar Square Collectors Centre 
7 Whitcomb Street 
London WC2H 7HA 
TEL GI? I-930 1979 

FAX 0171^1(1 M52 


FRESH GUERNSEY Mowers, packed 
:ind delivered fresh daily. Ruses, 
Frees!as. Mixed Bouqucls. Sue main Ad 
(in page S. Joys Roses, IJI4K1 4670S 
Fax: (iI4R] 4T4d<>, Quote Ref:NN. 

LOST TOUCH wiih friends or col¬ 
leagues from your service days? We are 
dedicated in helping you jgd hack in 
touch. Forces Connect As social ion, 
57 Norwich Close, Lichfield, Staffs. 
W5IT 75J ( SAli ). 

REGIMENTAL TIES, blazer Badges, 
Cuff-Links, BuE|ons T Medu!s T Cap 
Badges. Militaria. E L .50 lor list. 
Cairncross I Uep NN ), 31, Bdle Vue 
St . Filey, N Yorks YOH9HU 
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Education and Courses 
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Looking fop a second home? 

ADVERTISING FEATURE 


CHOOSING a prep school 
for your child could be one 
of the most important deci¬ 
sions of your life. 

You have sifted through 
league tables, ISIS booklets, 
specialist books and magazine 
articles. You are inundated with 
information, probably con¬ 
fused-and certainly aware of 
more individual headmasters 1 
careers than you care to 
remember 

What criteria should you be 


looking for that this mass of 
information cannot provide? 

Obviously the school is 
going to be a second home to 
your child for a large part of the 
year. It is essential that you 
visit the school to meet as 
many staff and pupils as possi¬ 
ble. 

Make sure you see the dor¬ 
mitories and pastoral staff and 
ensure that there is adequate 
provision for children to ring 
home and keep up parental 



Wykeham House School 
East Street Fareham 

G.S.A INDEPENDENT DAY SCHOOL FOR GIRLS 

( Aged 2^/4 16 ) 

Entry to infants by interview. To junior School by assessment and 
examination. To Senior School by Common Entrance 
For vacancies contact: 

The Bursar (01329) 282356 

A registered education charitable trust 



The School for the Service 


Preferential consideration for RAF families 


Tiie Duke of Kent School is an I APS eo-educational 
Boarding and Day School for 150 children, aged 4-13, 
Children from Service Families are especially welcome 
and fee reductions are available for young boarders from 
the Services. 

It is renowned for its happy, curing atmosphere and 
sensible family style of discipline. Classes are small and 
facilities excellent lor all areas of the curriculum. 

For full details please contact The Headmaster, 


f DUKE OF KENT SCHOOL 

Ew hurst, Surrey GU6 7NS 

Tel: (01483) 277313 Fax: (01483) 273862 


contact. It is particularly impor¬ 
tant to establish that parents 
are welcome “at any time " and 
may attend as many events as 
possible. 

You must satisfy yourself 
that there is a earing, family 
atmosphere with ample super¬ 
vision, especially at weekends 
as boarders are often in a 
minority nowadays. 

Small classes 

Once you feel your child will 
be happy in the school environ¬ 
ment you will need to find out 
what Is on offer on the academ¬ 
ic, cultural and spiritual fronts. 

Small classes are a feature of 
most independent schools with 


pupil'staff ratios often as low 
as10;1, This enables staff to 
give a child considerable indi¬ 
vidual attention. 

A rounded, well-balanced 
education is being sought by 
many parents, Incorporating 
music and the arts as well as 
both individual and team 
sports. Examples of child ren s 
work and results of team 
games will give you an idea of 
the standard being achieved. 

The range of extra-curricular 
activities on otter is a good 
pointer to all round care and 
concern. At Smallwood manor, 
in the heart of the Midlands 
great emphasis is laid on the 
need for every child to succeed 
in some particular field. 




BEMBRIDGE SCHOOL 

Bembridge, Isle of Wight P035 5PH 
Boarding,Weekly Boarding & Day School 
Boys & Girls 9-16 


★ Small classes and emphasis on individual attention 

★ Excellent teaching facilities with wide range of subjects offered 
A- Well established Dyslexia department 

A Sailing, golf course, Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme 
A Beautiful coastal setting with 100 acres of grounds 
A Supervised transport to and from the Island 

For Further Information: 

Tel: 01983 872101 Fax 872576 

Web Site http:// members,aoLcom/bemsch 

A Kegistered Charity which exists to provide Education for children. 



S VAR K s 
Ed,, 


Boys and Girls 
3-18 Day and Boarding 



GREAT BALLARD ^ 

SCHOOL 


Co-educational I APS School (2-13) 

Day and Boarding (full and weekly) 

TOP FOR ALL ROUND EDUCATION 



Full range of evening clubs 
and weekend outings 

Wonderful setting - small classes 

Many new facilities 

High academic standards 

Forces discount given 

Scholarships for Academic 
studies. Music, An, Drama & 
Sport 



For further details please contact; 

Maureen Williams 
Great Ballard School 
betwwen Chichester and Arundel 
TEL; (01243) 814236 FAX; (814586) 



Oakwood School, Chichester 
is likewise aware of the draw¬ 
backs of “all work and no 
play ?T . Here sports include 
archery, horseriding, judo and 
shooting as well as the usual 
competitive games — the girls 
netball teams have enjoyed 19 
wins on the trot and the boys 
have enjoyed their most suc¬ 
cessful soccer season for 
years. 

Manwood's menu includes a 
Combined Cadet Force, debat¬ 
ing, exchanges with France, 
Germany and Slovakia, excur¬ 
sions to theatres, art galleries, 
lectures and conferences of all 
types, an annual ski trip and 
field trips aplenty to extend 
subject knowledge and skills. 

Moffats was a pioneer in the 
trend for out-of-school activi- 


Fin borough School 

The Hall, Gl FittbtirouglL 
Stow market Suffolk, IPI4 JEF 
Teh (01449) 67447V 

Day , weekly and fall boarding 
far bays and girts aged 2dS years. 

* Lovely PyrkJmtd setting 

* Fully incl Fees 

* Friendly earing Atmosphere 

* Small (.lasses 

are marl welcome to j lsfl ,, 1EIS , SSA 
VUtl us and see our sehtml 1 - 


ties. 

Back in the 1930s founder 
heads John and David 
Engleheart were disciples of 
Thorold Coade, headmaster of 
Bryanston. They shared his 
belief that every child is good 
at something and that failure' 
should not be in any childs 
vocabulary. 

Music, particularly choral, 
flourishes here along with art, 
drama and dance in the superb 
setting of Kinlet Hall. 

Coade's motto was “The 
best of old and new" - to 
which Moffats' addition 
“The days that make us 
happy make us wise" would 
enjoy the ready acceptance 
of all the schools featured 
on these pages. 


m 


a complete set 
of childrens 

Encyclopaedia 
Britannica 
for your school 

see page 
34 . 


THE 

DUKE OF YORK’S 
ROYAL MILITARY 
_ SCHOOL _ 

♦ Exclusively for the sons and daughters of members and 
retired members of the RN/RM, RAF and British Army 

♦ 480 pupils 11+ to 18 all boarders. 110 Sixth Formers 
4 Caring family atmosphere 

♦ Pupil: Teacher ratio 10: 1. Average class size 16 

A Excellent record in GCSE, BTEC, National Diploma, 
GCE A Level and in the numbers entering university 

A Low fees of £250 per term whether serving or retired 

♦ Ask about the value added dimension to our academic 
work. 

Further enquiries to: 

HEADMASTER 

DUKE OF YORK S SCHOOL , DOVER. CT15 5EQ . 
PHONE: 01304 245029 



BOARDING AND DAY SCHOOL 
FOR BOYS AND GIRLS (3-18) 

0 An excellent standard of education provided by a fully qualified 
staff 

# A well disciplined, friendly, caring environment with small classes 

• Over thirty extracurricular activities 

^ Boarders enjoy family atmosphere with comfortable 
accommodation 


• One residential member of staff for every ten boarders 

• Bursaries available for service children 

• Member of ISA! and accredited by ISJC 

\ Sixth form specialising In GNVG Business Courses and small 'A‘ 
level groups 

Trinity (H school 

Buckeridge Road, Teignmouth, Devon 
Tel. (01626) 774138 

Trinity School Is a charitable Institution tor the education of children 
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RN takes 
action 

The Royal Navy’s commitment 
to education support and part¬ 
nership with schools is 
reflected in a varied pro¬ 
gramme of quality curriculum 
resource material. 

Carefully researched and 
developed in consultation 
with practising teachers t the 
Royal Nav’s Action Pack 
Programme encompasses a 
range of subject areas and 
topics, with a focus on the 14- 
16 year curriculum* 

Latest of these is HMS Ark 
Royal; Action Engineering - a 
package containing Interactive 
CD-ROM, video, teacher’s 
guide, student activities, tech¬ 
nical drawings and wallchart. 
One copy per school free on 
request - tel 01202 668402 for 
details. 



HU MOYLES COURT SCHOOL 

HH Ringwood * Hampshire 


A ymull friendly and car inf; school successful in r he personal dcvelopmenl of children of all abilities. 


A co-educational ISA School for children aged 3-16 with boarding facilities from the age of 8, 
The fine 17th century house is situated on Ihe edge of the New Forest, Modem teach Lug blocks 
offer excellent faciliiie* for small classes with individual tuition* 30 e*ifa cumculir activities ind 
the major sports are coached lo a high standard. 


GENEROUS DISCOUNTS FOR SER\ ICES 


Escorted travel to London Hallway Stations, Heathrow and Gafwick Airports. 

Further infom alien and prospectus available from the Headmaster: 

Telephone: (01425} <172856 or 473197 Fas: (01425) 474715 

Registered Charity No. 307347 - a registered charity founded solely to educate children 


ST DUNSTAN’S ABBEY V 

SCHOOL PLYMOUTH 


DAY AND BOARDING SCHOOL FOR GIRLS 2'/l - IS 
it High Academic Standard 
it Dyslexia Unit 
it Drama A Speciality 
★ Single Bedrooms 




Telephone fora prospectus: 01752 201350 

A GMaritY providing ttmtliry cdtn 'OtiOO for thiltlrcn 
kegistered C Juirity ntun/w .<OQ ?M> 



BOUNDARY OAK SCHOOL 

Roche Court, Wickham Road, 
FAREHAM, POI7 5BL 

CD-educational Nursery & Preparatory School (Day & Boarding) 

Nursery school: rising 3-5 years 
Preparatory Department: 5-13 years 

GIRLS BOARDING FACILITY NOW AVAILABLE 
Family atmosphere * Large Sports Grounds * Strong Forces Link 

For full details of Scholarships and a Prospectus 

Please Telephoner Fareham (01329) 230955, **9 Chiarit v wms 


WHICH SCHOOL? 

ISIS, the Independent Schools* Information Service 
provides up-to-date authoritative advice for parents. 
Send 2 x first class stamps for FREE handbook of 
junior and senior boarding/day 0 

schools in the South and West. 0 

ISIS, Skippers, Shipton Lane, 0 0 / C* I C* 

Burton Bradstock, Dorset, 

DT6 4NQ. Tel: 01308 898045 #66# 




Oatcwood SchooC 

C'JtiCJfES'TEX 

J Boys dr Cjiris Z l /z - 11 ■ (hoardingfrom 6/7) 


* Beautiful, secure setting 

* Warm family atmosphere 

* Excellent academic record 

* Impressive facilities 

* Wide range of sports and activities 

THE PERFECT ENVIRONMENT FOR YOUNG BOARDERS 
FOR DETAILS, PLEASE TELEPHONE: (01243) 575209 


QUEEN VICTORIA 
SCHOOL 


Set in 45 acres of beautiful Perthshire countryside 

4 Stable and uninterrupted co-educational boarding for It -18 year olds; 

4 Duality education including school clothing at low cost - termly fees £150; 
4 Overall pupil teacher ratio 8.5 to 1; total School Roll 270; 

4 Eligibility includes children of Service personnel, serving or 
have served in Scotland; 

4 Warm, friendly, lively atmosphere where pastoral care takes high priority; 
4 School hospital and resident Sister; 

4 Full range of curriculum following the Scottish Education system; 

4 Extensive programme of sport, music and extra-curricular activities; 

4 Easily accessible by road, rail or air 

Visits to the School are welcome at any time. 

For prospectus and further information or an appointment , 


Tel: 013! 310 2901 
Or: 01786 822288 
Fax: 013! 310 2926 


THE HEADMASTER 
QUEEN VICTORI A SCHOOL 
DUNBLANE, PERTHSHIRE, 
FK15QJY 



CHILTON 
CANTELO 
SCHOOL 

YEOVIL, SOMERSET Tel: (01935) 850555 

Independent Co-ed l)uv/Boarding School 
Preparatory: 8-11. Senior: 1 1-J8 
where pupils achieve" 

Termly ices (+BSA); Prep: £289 Senior: £4U2 



NEWLANDS 


JtA 

A 

Girls and Boys * 2h * 18 years * Day or Boarding 

NEWLANDS welcomes sons and daughter* of NAVY, Army and Air 

Force personnel into our boarding community ; A high percentage 
of force* boarders is maintained. Fees in tine with the BSA , 

* A complete education from nursery years to university 
entrance on one campus 

4 Small classes by qualified and dedicated staff 

* Academic work is based on the National Curriculum, leading 
to GC3E “A’ Level and University Entrance 

* Lively artistic, musical and cultural curriculum, includes Ballet, 
Modern Dance, Drama, Orchestras, Choirs 

* Specialist help for DYSLEXIA and other learning difficulties 

* Strong sporting tradition includes Swimming ,Cricket, Tennis, 
Rounders, Volleyball, Athletics, Soccer, Rugby, Hockey 

* Supportive family atmosphere throughout 

4 Travel and escort arrangements include coaches to Romsey, 
Aldershot, Southampton/Eastleigh Airports. Escorts: Stanstead 
Gatwick and Heathrow Airports and London (Victoria Station) 

Flease telephone Cathy Fenn for a brochure 

Tel: (01323) 892334 

Newiands School, Eastbourne Road, Seaford, 
East Sussex, BN25 4NF Fax:(01323)898420 

Newiands $cha<« exists td provide quality education for boys and girls. Registered Charily No. 297606. 




• Time tor a break - Smallwood Manor’s Cubs ana 
Brownies Open Day held in the school’s 50 acre grounds. 
Extra curricular activities are in many ways the pointer to 
excellence in today's school environment. 


Smallwood Manor 

Dknstone College Preparatory School, Uttoxeter 

Hoarding and day * Boys & Cirls (3-13) 
(Including Nursery Class) 

A Woodard School 


* Beautiful Grounds 

* Small classes 


* Modern Information 
Technology 


* Family A tm osp h ere 

* Strong Sporting 

Tradition 

* A bo vc a verage res u Its 

at key stages I&2 


* Heated indoor pool * Excellent Art & Music 


Scholarships and Government Assisted Places available 
Nursery Voucher Scheme in operation 

Further details from the Headmaster: 

TEL: 01889 -562083 

Smallwood Miinm is u Charily providing quality lmIul-uMou jiv children 


Wilton House School 

Battle. Hastings. East Sussex. TN33 9BS TEUFAK; 01424 830234 

Co-educational Boarding & Day School 

Head Office and Senior School: Cal afield Place* Battle 

GCSE and A’ Levels 11 to 18 years _ 

Junior School: Broomham, Guest ling, Hastings. 5 lo 13 years ^*1 

Small classes. Remedial and individual tuition arranged when required 

• Computer workshop •Swimming Pools •Tennis Courts •Games lields 
•Horse Riding •Escort Service to and from Airports 
Established since 1954 Apply The School Secretary 




<* Traditional I academic education 

*> Individual tuition within small classes 

*> Happy caring environment 

*s Many sporting and recreational activities 

•> Additional care offered from Sam until 5.30pm 

PARK LODGE SCHOOL 

17 ('harlelte street - Helensburgh - ItEinharfenshire 
TEL: 01436 673008 


BOARDING OPPORTUNITIES 
in Historic Winchester 


*:* High quality staff and accommodation 
*> Places available in thriving, high achieving schools 
<* Full 11-16 provision , particular opportunities in Music 
and Sport 

v Access to Winchester ; fine city of history and culture 
<* No charge for tuition 

* The very best of the maintained sector — £4,900 p.a 


THE WESTGATE 
SCHOOL 

Senior Houseparent 
Rotherly (Dept. SW9) 
Links Road 

Winchester S0225HP 

1 TEL; (01962) 865509 
FAX: (01962) 855241 

11-16 co-educational 
comprehensive 

VIDEO AVAILABLE ON REQUEST 

GIRLS BOARDING 
ONLY 

1111! 

L&5£fJ 

KING’S 

SCHOOL 

Romsey Road 
(Dept. SW9) 
Winchester 
S0225PN 

TEL: (01962) 861161 
FAX: (01962 849224 

11-16 co-educational 
comprehensive 

BOYS BOARDING 
ONLY 



DETAILS AVAILABLE FROM THE SCHOOLS 
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Win a complete set of Children’s Britannica 

makes learning easier and more fun. 


Sir Roger Manwood’s School 

Sandwich, Kent. CT13 9JX 
Tel: 01304 613286 Fax: 01304 615336 


Grant Maintained Mixed Grammar School 11 - IS ww pupils) (6th form no Pupils) 
70 Girl and Bov Boarders and 600 Day Pupils. Boarding fees Currently 
£4,734 per annum - No Tuition Fees - 1996 1 A* Level and GCSE pass 
rates 95% - Strong extra curricular tradition. 

APPLICATION FOR BOARDING PLACES PARTICULARLY WELCOME 
FOR ENTRY AT AGE 11-16 

Close tii Sandwich Million for trains to London, and Dover for Cross-Channel Kerry Services 
Sir Huger Man wind's School is a charity which exists to provide education for children. 


For full Details and Prospectus and for Visiting A range meats Please Write or Telephone the Headmaster. 



Win this beautiful, hardbound 
20-volume set for your school. 

Containing over 6,770 pages and over 
6,000 illustrations. It includes a 96-page 
Atlas of the World and a reference index 
that lists 30,000 subjects. Each book 
measures approximately10x7V2 in. 
(254x190mm). 

How to enter. 

Study the four simple questions listed on 
the coupon below. All the answers can be 
found by reading through the advertise¬ 
ments within this three page (32, 33 & 34) 
education feature. 

All entries must be in by 31st March 1997. 
The winner together with their school will 
be announced in the July edition of Navy 
News, 


WEST BUCKLAND 
HAS MUCH TO 
OFFER YOUR CHILD 


A welcoming atmosphere - 
happy children achieve their best. 

■ 

High academic standards - 85% of 
sixth-form leavers enter university. 
* 

Positive values - 
personal responsibility fosters 
a disciplined attitude. 

* 

A full life - opportunities in 
sport, music, drama and activities 
develop individual talent. 

* 

Scholarships - at ages 7,11,13 
and 16 to reward excellence. 

• 

Attention to detail - 
through our experience 
service children make the most 
of their rich life. 


WEST BUCKLAND 
SCHOOL 

Barnstaple, Devon EX32 OSX 
Tel. 01598 760281 Fax. 01598 760546 


Registered charity no. 306710: high quality education 
for boys and girls aged 3-18 


QUESTIONS 

L Which school within these pages is the most northerly and where is it situated? 

2. How many schools use the word MUSIC within their advertisements? 

3. How many schools show thdr Badges^Crests within their advertisements? 

4. How old is Encyclopaedia Britannica this year? 


Simply write your answers to the above questions on a separate piece of paper along with your 
name and age as well as Ihe name, address and telephone number of the school you are 
attending. 

Answers MUST be submitted along with this question slip in an envelope to arrive at the offices 
of Navy News not later than 31 March 1997. (Do not include anything else in your envelope) 
Entries with all 4 correct answers will be entered in a prize draw conducted at Navy News 
offices in May 1997. The winner will be announced in the July 1997 issue. (Entries cannot be 
returned) 

More than one entry can be submitted, but photocopies of the question slip cannot be accepted. 
You must submit your entry with an original slip. Should you require more copies please 
telephone (01705) 725064 or 826040 

Judges decision will be final. No correspondence will be entered inta Employees or relatives of Navy News staff art 
ineligible for this quiz. 
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Thornlow School 

WEYMOUTH 

Co-Educational Day & 
Boarding School (4-16 yrs) 


Small caring community 
Family atmosphere, professional staff 
- (lent GCSE 



*> Excellent GCSE results 
<• Accommodation refurbished in 1995 
& After school and weekend activities 
<* 25m indoor swimming pool 

* ACF unit and Duke of Edinburgh A ward Scheme 

* Range of sporting activities including Sailing and Canoeing 
<* Escorts to and from Airports and main Railway Stations 

Fees closely aligned to BSA 

Please contact the School Secretary 
for prospectus or an appointment to visit 

101, Buxton Road, Weymouth, Dorset, DT4 9PR 
TEL: 01305 782977 FAX: 01305 778403 


Did you know - that 

Encyclopaedia Britannica 
was established in 1768! 


MOFFATS SCHOOL 

tor BOYS & GIRLS 4 to 13 + 

A happy family school in beautiful countryside on the 
SHROPSHIRE/WORCESTERSHIRE border 
proud of our long association with Service families 

• Over 90% of our pupils are full boarders 

• Small classes; higlwound achievement without stress 

• Expert help and support for Dyslexia and other special needs 

• Classwork balanced by many activities incl. music, art & drama 

• All games and riding taught in our f 00-acre grounds 

• Our own escorts to and from major stations and all UK airports 

• Hospitality and fun for children in af half-term and exeats 

• Scholarships & bursaries: please ask for details 

Kin let Hall, nr BEWDLEY 
Wore*. DYI2 3AY 


Tel: (01299) 841230 



GIVE YOUR CHILD 

FIRST CLASS 
EDUCATION 

Lomond School has always been ar the forefront of innovation and 
forward thinking in the held of private education. 

The school which has both day pupils and boarding facilities is located 
whhm half an hour of Glasgow and its network of in temational links, 
examination results are excellent, the average ckss size is 15 pupils and 
there is a wide range of extra curriculum opportunity, with sport, 
outdoor education, music and drama being notable strengths, 

Lomond has a long association with Services personal and a generous 
busary is available for Service families who wish to rake advantage of 
our first rate boarding school. 

For full details, please contact the Headmaster. 

LOMOND SCHOOL 

- Helensburgh - 

10 Stafford Street, Helensburgh, Dunbartonshire 
Telephone (01436)672476 Fax:(01436)678320 

The school exists for the education f children 


§ WARMINSTER SCHOOL g| 

Wiltshire, England W 

Does your son or daughter need . . . ..smaller classes? .... individual attention? 

At Warminster School wc offer 

* A FULL range from 4 to IS years 
it A Traditional English Education 

* Enisling Strong Links with Ex patriate and Service Families 

* Excellent Facilities Including . . . .Networked Computers. Astroturf Pitches, Extensive Site, 
Squash Courts, Sports Hall, Library with Multimedia Reference 
A Smaller Classes .... average size 15 in years 10 & 11 
* Special Support Facilities (t.g. for mild dyslexia) 

* Good Academic Results (over 80* AC passes at GCSE) 

* Scholarships to recognise special talents ai 11+. 15+ and 16+ 

* Wide range of E^tra-curricular activities 

CAN YOU AFFORD NOT TO GIVE YOUR CHILD THE BEST? 
Warminster School, Church Street, Warminster, Wiltshire. BA12 8PJ 
m 01985 213038 FAXi 01985 214129 

SI E-mul hi : iirioiKi: I06Q32.3017@cumpusnrvp.cini 
y Vi hi hit home pope on:. t»Tp \f> wwol dam pmentjoani homepage* 1 warns* rwwrscboor 
WjtttitlvIct School Li a irpstord charily pmvidinji educjficn fot hoys aid elds. RcpScnd Qurity No 1042204 


ST JOHN’S SCHOOL SIDMOUTH 

THE flexible boarding school 

(ideal for the busy family) 

"Among Ihe best in the UK providing benchmarks of 
excellence" 

(The Sunday Times) 

SCHOLARSHIPS FOR SERVICE FAMILIES AVAILABLE 

Write or ring for further information to: 

St John** School, Broadway, Sid mouth Devon EX 10 KRG, 

Tel 01395 513984 

Sl JotmS is a duruy no. ?74H64 and exists to provide education lor cht&dnrn, 
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ATTLBAXE’S LAST FAREWELL TO LONDON 


WEARING her paying off 
pennant, HMS Battleaxe 
sails from the Pool of 
London for the last time 
under the White Ensign. 

Since before the Nap¬ 
oleonic Wars it has been the 
custom that KM ships fly the 
pennant when sailing from 
their home port for the last 
time to pay off. 

After her five-day visit to 
London in December, Battle- 
axe returned to Devon port to 
prepare for her sale to Brazil. 

Picture: CPO(PnOT) Paul Cowpe 


Lion King 
title for 
Ledbury 

SHIPS of the First Mine 
Cou n t e rm ea s u res Squad ron 
had a rare opportunity to com¬ 
pete and work together during 
a squadron exercise in 
December 

During a sports day in HMS 
Temeraire HMS Ledbury took the 
title of Lion King after fighting off 
competition from HM snips 
Berkeley, Chiddingfold and 
Dulverton. (The squadron badge 
is the lion rampant). 

They then sailed to the 
Plymouth exercise areas where 
they were joined by HMS 
Middleton for a variety of exercis¬ 
es, including one involving the 
650-ton Dulverton towing RFA Sir 
Tristram (6,000 tons). 

Off Portsmouth, the ships ren¬ 
dezvoused with HMS Brocklesby 
on post-refit trials, after which the 
squadron left for a visit to 
Hamburg, 

Seventh member of the pride, 
HMS Ouorn, was not present as 
she is undergoing refit in Rosyth. 

Gallipoli 
letter 
sells for 
£ 3,450 

A LETTER from a Naval 
medical officer giving a rare, 
first-hand account of the hor¬ 
rors of the Gallipoli landings 
in 1915 has been bought at 
Sotheby’s by an overseas col¬ 
lector for £3,450 - more than 
twice the expected price. 

Staff Surgeon Murray Ijevick 
described the carnage as 20,000 
Anzac troops were met by a hail of 
Turkish fire when they went 
ashore at Gab a Tepe. Levick 
watched from the upper deck of 
the cruiser HMS Bacchante as she 
gave supporting fire just 300 yds 
offshore. 

Levick left the Navy as a 
Surgeon Commander. He died in 
1956 aged 80, 

Sir Hugo stands 
down in Gib 

ADMIRAL Sir Hugo White is 
stepping down as Governor of 
Gibraltar earlier than expected for 
family reasons. He wifi be suc¬ 
ceeded in April by the first civilian 
to hold the post. Sir Richard Luce, 

At the same time the post of 
Commander British Forces 
Gibraltar will be downgraded with 
Maj-Gen Simon Pack RM being 
succeeded by Commodore Sym 
Taylor. 


School joins 
Coastguard 


THE ROYAL Hospital School at 
Holbrook has become the first 
school in England to be classi¬ 
fied as an official HM 
Coastguard Auxiliary Unit 
It will be manned by staff 
and pupils and was opened by 
Earl Howe, Under Secretary tor 
Defence. 




Goins Outside 


Ex-officer feels he has a gem of an idea with ‘Topaz’ 


Keith engineers a 
condom advance 




1 Keith Jones. 


FORMER ROYAL Navy engineer 
officer Keith Jones has made a tech¬ 
nological advance in a commercial 
field which, he says, has remained sta¬ 
tic for the past half-century - the 
design of condoms. 

Keith (42) is the managing director of a 
Monaco-based company, Moteeh SAM, 
and this month his new, easier to use con¬ 
doms, are due to achieve a wider distribu¬ 
tion after being on sale in independent 
pharmacies since October. 

■"During the early 1990s I became interested 
in the condom market, which despite links to 


the prevention of AIDS and other sexually 
transmitted diseases, had not realised its full 
potential/ 5 he told Navy News. 

Over the next six years his project encom¬ 
passed extensive research. He worked closely 
with the British product design agency Lyons 
Ames, with industrial engineers, graphic tech¬ 
nicians and health experts in France, Britain, 
Germany and Japan. 

Just over two years ago Moteeh SAM was 
formed as a consortium of investors including a 
French venture capital bank and the Monaco 
Development Agency. 

The result was Topaz - a condom which 
comes complete with a special applicator 
which, says Moteeh, does away with the days of 


Chief host 
at Grand 


EX-SENIOR RATING Keith 
Vause and his wife 
Elizabeth serve one of 
their customers, Syd Hall, 
at the Grand Junction pub 
which he manages at 
Preston for Scottish & 
Newcastle Breweries, 

Keith left the RN as a 
Charge Chief after 25 years 
service. The Navy helped 
him to attend a course at 
Plymouth College of Further 
Eduction for a diploma In 
hotel and catering manage¬ 
ment. 

Before faking on the Grand 
Junction he attended the 
Brewery's National Training 
Centre in Newcastle. 



“frantic ripping of foil only to discover you 
can't tell which way the condom should go on. 

“Topaz will ensure no time is wasted in 
putting the condom on because of its unique, 
expandable applicator ring made of soft, pli¬ 
able plastic which holds the condom so it can 
easily be rolled down.” 

Topaz plastic packs arc made in France, 
while the condoms themselves arc made by 
Fuji Latex of japan. The product carries the 
BSI Kitemark, the MDD in Europe and the 
new GMP of the US Food ant! Drink 
Administration. 

Topaz retails at 0.49 for two in a carry-case 
or at £4.99 for six in a refill pack. 


From cook 
to vi 
producer 

A SPELL of unemployment 
lor Martin Brown, who left 
the Navy as a leading cook, 
turned out to be a blessing in 
disguise. 

Martin, who ai first worked 
briefly in catering on oil rigs, 
used his jobless time in a volun¬ 
tary capacity for Port sea Action 
Group, composed of residents 
of Portsea, Portsmouth. They 
were campaigning to secure the 
regeneration of their area wilh- 
out privatisation. 

As part of the campaign, 
Martin wrote, produced, direct¬ 
ed and edited a video presenling 
the views of local people, Thai 
inspired him to return to educa¬ 
tion, and he eventually gained a 
BA honours degree in photogra¬ 
phy, film and video. 

Cod Wars appeal 

Since leaving college he has 
been working as a freelance 
lighting technician in the 
“event'' indusiry, and as a free¬ 
lance cameraman, producer and 
editor in the TV and video 
industry. 

“I have still managed to trav¬ 
el," he said. ‘Tve worked in 
many exciting and dangerous 
places such as the rain forests of 
Goa, the glaciers of Iceland and 
war-torn Sarajevo.” 

Now he is working on an idea 
for a documentary about the 
Cod Wars and. through Navy 
News, is appealing to readers, 
serving or retired, who took 
part. 

Contact: Martin Brown, 

Candu Productions, 79 
Cheyneys Avenue, Canons Park, 
Edgware HAS 6SD, tel. 01 Si 
952 0386. 


Resettlement mund-up 


Commercial awareness 
courses run at Lincoln 

AS A RESULT of continual feedback from 
employers which indicates that Service peo¬ 
ple are lacking in commercial awareness, 
Lincolnshire Training and Enterprise 
Council has piloted its first course aimed at 
redressing the situation. 

Twenty-four Service people took part in 
the Commercial Awareness Workshop at 
Prince William of Gloucester Barracks, 
Grantham to learn about trends in industry 
and changing work patterns. They were 
introduced to the concept of “best prac¬ 
tice”, learned about employment legislation 
and the “framework for decision-making.” 

Another workshop is planned for 
February 6. Bids should be made on MOD 
F363 to Major J. O, M. Hacked WFR, HQ 
49 East Brigade, Chetwynd Barracks, 
Chdwell, Nottingham NG9 5HA, tel 
Chilwell Mil, ext 2665 or 111 15 957 2665. 


Widening IT skills 
into engineering 

MANY PEOPLE have an end-user's 
knowledge of information technology 
gained through day-to-day use of office 
equipment, but how many consider using 
their knowledge as a base to move into 
computer engineering as a career? 

A wide range of IT courses is available at 
The Royal British Legion Training College 
at Tidworth which now successfully deals 
with several hundred students each year. 

Among the college's success stories is cx- 
PGWERM Phil Morris, who now works as 
a customer service engineer for the BBC. 
“The college instructor and the course were 
excellent, ’ he said. “It gave me confidence 
in the workings of a PC, a deeper knowl¬ 
edge of widely used software, and an in- 
depth understanding of packages.” 

Contact Irene McCall on 91980 843674 
(fax 842262). 


Training company has 
pass rate of 99% 

A COMPUTER services company founded 
by two former Royal Navy CPOs has 
achieved a pass rate of 99,65 per cent in the 
3(X)-plus training courses ii has conducted 
since it was formed in 1995. 

Chief executive Jeff Hards of Italic 
Computer Services at Ilchestcr told Na\y 
News that almost a third of the company's 
student population were Service personnel* 

Mark Robinson, MP for Somerset and 
Frome, conducted the first presentation of 
training awards lo successful students. 
Among them was Lt Cdr Bob Chapman, 
who was then education officer at RN air 
station Yeovil ton. Others included LS 
Dennis Holland, LS Mark Humphreys, 
Wren Jacqui Millar and CPO Paul 
Symington. 

Contact: Tel, 01935 840965. E-mail - 
101736,635(a CompuServe com. 


Govt backed course 

A STEADY increase is reported in the 
number of Service personnel taking part in 
a scheme which helps managers to gain a 
nationally recognised qualification. 

The Crediting Competence management 
development programme is pioneered hy 
the Management Charter Initiliafive 
(MCI), backed by government. Contact 
Crediting Competence on 9171 872 9000. 

New Zealand recruiting 

SINCE Navy News spotlighted the recruit¬ 
ment of British of fleers and ratings into the 
Royal New Zealand Navy in our November 
edition, there has been a spate of enquiries 
to the NZ Defence Staff. 

L Weve hud 50 inquiries since the arti¬ 
cle,” said RNZN recruiter Martyn Johnson- 
Cole, Calls or letters arc still welcome hy 
Mr Johnson-Cdle, NZ Defence Staff, New 
Zealand House, Haymarket, London 
SWl Y 4QT, tel. 0171 930 8400 ext 245. 
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NoticeBoard 



Points 


NAVY NEWS looks back through its 
pages to recall some of the January 
headlines of past decades ... 


THE TIME OF 
YOUR LIVES 



• HMS 
play TV 


Danae - one of the ships chosen to 
s Warship, HMS Hero, in 1967. 


40 years ago 


Two helicopters embarked in the Antarctic patrol 
ship HMS Protector rescued two men and nine 
huskies from an island cut off by breaking pack 
ice. The shuttle operation took almost eight hours 
in temperatures of minus 10C. 

Six Royal Marines Commandos killed in the 
Suez operation were buried with full military bom 
ours at the Royal Naval Cemetery, Haslar. 


30 years ago 


i pGV 

sion of the American Sea King helicopter were 
ordered for the Royal Navy The aircraft were to 
be built by Westland and were due to enter ser¬ 
vice in 1969 

The Navy's first satellite communications termi¬ 
nal was installed in the tender HMS Wakeful. 


20 years ago 


Cutbacks in the Armed Forces of £100 million in 
1977-78 and £230 million in 1978-79 were 
announced by Chancellor Denis Healey in his 
mini-budget. 

The Seawolf missile system was undergoing tri¬ 
als in the Leander-class frigate HMS Penelope. 
Two other Leanders. HMS Danae and Diomede 
had lighter duties - playing the TV frigate HMS 
Hero in a new. 13-part series of Warship , 


Deaths 


THE following lisl shows the total points □( the 
men and women at ihe lop ol each advance 
menl roster (or petty officer and leading rales 
as al January. 

Intermediaries (fnl) indicates tha| person¬ 
nel can be advanced belore they are efcgible 
lo receive mem poinls or before I he roster 
can be adjusted to take account of lhem 
This means that personnel are advanced in 
“basic dale order Dales shown against ini." 
rosters are the basic dates ol the lop eligible 
personnel 

The number following Ihe pomls (or basrc 
date) is the number ol men who were 
advanced during December. 

CCMEAMl" 132 (4.10.95). Nil; 

CCMEAEL - Dry. 1: CCMEAMLSM Dry, 1. 
CCMEAELSM Dry. 1; CCWEAADC - Dry, 
7; CCWEAWDO - Ini (29.11.96). 4: 
CCWEAADCSM - Dry. Nil. CCWEAWOOSM 

- Dry. Nil: CCAEAM - 321 (1,9 93). Nil; 

CCAEAfl - 302 (1 9 93). Nil: CCAEAWL ■ 
389 (1 9.92). Nil 

PO(EW|(0) - 236 (16 2.93) Nil: LS(EW) - 
Ini (11 10.94) Nil PO(M) ■ 110(15 3.94). Nil; 
LS(M) Ini (15.11.94), Nil. PO(R) - 344 

(15.9.92) , 5, LS(R) * Ini (15.11 94). 4 PO(S) 

- 134 (16.11.93). 1. LSfS) - 263 (16.2.931. Nil. 
PO(D) - 490 (27.9.91) i; LS(D) - 536 
(15.3 91 f. Nil. PQ(MW)(0) - Ini (16 1 95). Nil; 
LS(MW) - Int (13.9.94). Nil: PQ(SH) ■ 450 

(6.12.91) , t. LS(SR) - 195 (15 6 93), 1; 

PO(SEA) - 473 (14 1 92), 1 

POCY - 468 (24.9 91). 1; LRQ(T) * 35S 

(9.6.92) , 5. PORS - 451 (11.2 92), 2: LFtQ(G) 

- 256 [11 2.93). Nil POCO- Ini (11.10.94). 
Nil. LRO - 370 (3.12,91), 7; PORT - 413 

(9.10.91) , Nil. RPO - 501 (2.7.91). Nil; 

POM£M(L)(GS) - Dry, 1: LMEM(LJ(GS) Int 
(20.3.96V 6. POMEM(M)(GS) - 521 (20.5.91), 
11. LMEM(M)(GS) - 330 (3-6.92), 10: 
POWEMfOft GS) - 205 (6 7.93), Nil 

LWEM(0)(G3) - Int (116.94). 0; 

POWEM(R)(GS) - 237 (2,3.93), Nil; 
LWEM(R)(G$) - 176 (29 6 93). 8; POCA - 
320 (22.10.92), 4, LCH(GS) - 399 (5.2.92), 7 , 
POSTERG$) ■ 600 (24 10.90), Nil; LSTD(GS) 

- 152 (21.10.93), 2, POSA(GS) - 471 

(29.3.91) . 2; LSA(GS) - 177 (5.6.93), 5. 

POWTR(GS) - 299 (14.12 92), Nil, 

LWTR(GS) ■ 199 (18.3 93). 9; PGMA - 77 

(10.5.94) , 5, LMA - Int (9.5.95), Nil 

POfSKSMj(O) - 476 (19 1291). Nil; 

LS(Sj(SM) - 614 (9 10.90), Nil, PO(TSMSM) - 
426 (25 3 92), Nil. LS(TS)(SM) - 332 

(27.7.92) . Nil; PORS(SM) - 514 (12.3.91). Nil: 
URO(SM) - 345 (9 6 92), Nil; POMEM(L)fSM) 

- tnl (5 12.94), Nil; LMEM(L)(SM) - Ini 

(28 9 94). Nil. PDMEM(M)(SM) - 122 

(10.2.94) , Nil; LMEM(MHSM) - 94 (18.3.94). 

1. POWEM(RHSM) - 323 (3.11.92), Nil; 
LWEM(R)(SM) - 663 (25.6.90), Nil: 

POSA(SM) - 244 (1.2.93). Nil! LSA(SM) - 238 

(18.2.93) . Nil: POWTR(SM) - 296 (9.12.92), 

hlx LWTR(SM) - 332 (12 11.92), 1; 

FOCAfSM) - Dry. Nil. LCH(SM) - 683 
(29 7.901. Nil; PGSTD(SM) - 545 (2.12.90), 
Nil. LSTD(SM) - 1245 (16.6.87), Nil 

PQA(AH) - me (31.7.S7). 1 . LA(AH) - 
792 (16 1 09). 3. POA(METOC) - Ini 

(25.6.96) . Nil. LA(METOC) - int (7.10.94), Nil; 
POA(PHOT) ■ 766 (3 10 89). Nit; POA(SE) - 
837 (16.6 69). Nil: LA(SE) - 383 (28.2 92), 
Nil POACMN -491 (11.7.91). 1 POAEM(M) 
-331 (2 7 92), 1, LAEM(M) - 401 (26.2.92). 2. 
POAEM(R) ■ Ini (5 4.95), Nil; LAEM(fi) - 473 

(23.7.91). ! POAEM(L) - Int (28.3.96) Nil: 
LAEM(L) - 301 (25-6 92). 4: POAC ■ Ini 

(237.96) . 1, 

POW(R) - 357 (14.11 91), Nil; LW(R) - 
Dry, Nil POW(RS) * 620 (25.9 90) Nil; 
LWHO - 686 (5 6.90). Nil; POWPT - 566 
(6.791). Nil. RPOW - 397 (10.3.92). Nil; 
POWCA ■ Int 115 6 95), Nil LWCH ■ 197 

(10.7.93) , Nil. POWSTD - 687 (16.7.90), Nil; 
LWSTD - 305 ( 20.2.92). Nil. POWSA - 101 
(0 3.94), Nil, LWSA - 94 (30.3 94), Nil: 
POWWTR - 253 (26.3.93). Nil. LWWTft - 176 
(18 ! 0 93). Nil POWWTR(G) Ini (15 2.96) 
Nil; POW(METOC) ■ Dry. Nil; LW(METOC) - 
Int (2 10 96) Nil POW(PHOT) 201 (25,2 92) 


IN MEMORIAM 

' THEIR NAME LIVETH 
FOR EVERMORE" 

HMS ILLUSTRIOUS Association 
To the memory of KN. RM RAF and 
FAA comrades who died in lhe altack 
on HMS Illustrious by ihe Luftwaffe 
off Malta, January 10, 194] — Old 
lllustriam Assoc ialkrn. 


The 20th ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING 

of the South wick Park Naval 
Recreation Centre will take place 
in the Clubhouse on 

Friday 7th February 1997 
at IS30 


Ni!;POWAEM(M) - Dry. Nil LWAEM(M) - Dry, 
Nil; POWAEM(R) - Dry Nil LWAEM(R) - 513 
(14.12.90). Nil: POWAEM(WL) - 707 (9,3.09), 
Nil LWAEM(WL) - 299 (23.7.92). Nil; 
PQWETS ■ 039 (10 12 09). Nil; LWETS - 204 

(22.9,92), Nil 

LWTEL - 410 (4.6.91), 1 POWWA - 256 
(10.3.91), Nil: LWWA - 405 [30.10.91), Nil; 
PQWDHYG - ln| (7.11.94). Nil POWDSA - Int 
(0 8.96). Nil. LWDSA - Ini (31.5.96), 1. 
PQEN(G) - Dry. Nil; LEN(G) - Dry, Nil, PONN 
- 143 (9.11.93), 3: POMA(Q) - 78 (10.5.94), 
Nil; LMA(G) - 75 (10.5.94), 11. 

PO(AWW) Dry. Nil: LOM(AWW) Int 
(12 3.96) Nil; PO(AWT) Dry. Nil; LOM(AWT) 
Ini (16.7.96) 11: PO(UW) - Dry. Nil; 
LOM(UW) Int (16.7.96). Nil; PO(EW) Dry. 
Nil. LOM(EW) Int (14.il.95) Nil: FO(MW) - 


acting charge chief artificer 

AUTHORITY was issued by Commodore 
Naval Drafting in December 1996 lor ihe fol¬ 
lowing ratings to be advanced to Acting 
Charge Chief Artilicer: 

To ACCMEA P.D.J. Fort! (Northumber¬ 
land) 

To ACCMEA(SM) S Evans (Victorious 
Stbd). P.E Relph (Victonous Stbd) 

To ACC WE A. S.T. Haidon (Collingwood). 
D.A, Nutter (CoNingwPod), M E, Cams (SOU 
Leydene). P.A. Jones (Collingwood), S.A. 
Coneely (CFM Portsmouth), T.S Hicks 
(Collingwood), MR. Jones (Drake CFM), 
M.A. Rollings (FGSF), KM. Last 
(Col ling wood). A.C. Parker (Collingwood), 
A.J. Randies (CFM Portsmouth). 

CHIEF PETTY OFFICER 

AUTHORITY was issued by Commodore 
Naval Drafting in December 1996 Tor the lol 
lowing ratings to be promoted to Chief Petty 
Officer: 

OPERATIONS (SEAMAN GROUP) 

To CPQ(M) L Alder (Liverpool), J.W 
Currie (Southampton), MJ Tigwell 
(Nottingham), D.l. While (Heron). P.C- 
Hughes (Dryad). 

To CPO(S): S.M. Alien (Norfolk) 

(COMMUNICATIONS) 
REGULATING AND PT 

To CPOCY: S, Baines (Collingwood). D.J, 
Slanden (Brave). 

To CPOWRS(U); 0 Collins (Nwood CIS), 
J.M Wilde (Con DCN). 

To CPOWPT E.M.S, Lindsay (Excellent), 
SUPPLY AND SECRETARIAT 
To CPOSA W,H. Johnson 
(Southampton). 

MARINE ENGINEERING MECHANIC 
To CPOMEM(M) D.L McHale (Raleigh), 
M.A. Whitehead (CFM Portsmoulh), S. 
Redding (Dqpke CFM). M. Pattison (SNONI), 


THE ROYAL Navys s 18th 
interactive learning centre 
has been officially opened 
at HMS Kelson by Rear 
Admiral Rodney Lees, Chief 
of Staff to the Second Sea 
Lord. 

He is pictured here watch¬ 
ing MEM Gadd of HMS 
Fearless, using the equip¬ 
ment in the establishment s 


Dry, Nil; LOM(MW) - tnl (16.1 96), Nil; PO(C) 

- Dry. Nil; LOM(C) - Ini (15.10.96), Nil; 
PO(SSM) - 279 (16 2.93), Nil; LQM(SSM) ■ 
Int (29.1.961, Nil, POfTSM) - 213 (8.6.93), Nil: 
LOM(TSM) - Ini (29.6,95), Nil; PO(CSM) ■ 
559 (12.3,91), Nil. LOM(CSM) - Ini (6,6.96), 
Nil PO(WSMi) - 367 (7 1 92), Nil; LOM(WSM) 

- 560 (13,12.90), Nil. 

The Basic Dales quoted for Ihe female rat¬ 
ings in ihe following categories, which have 
no examination for the next higher rate, are 
applied in accordance with BR1066 Chapter 
22 : 

PGWQA - 509 (3.12.92). N4 POWTEL - 
530 (28.4.93). Nil. 

It should be noted thal Ihe number of 
Bl3'$ issued in Ihe female categories are 
those advanced from the female Shore 
Roster. 


succession to the Ven. M W 
Bucks, April 

Col R. H. G. Fulton RM to 

command 3 Commando Brigade 
in the rank of Brigadier, 

Cdr D, A. Halliday to be CO 

HMS Edinburgh. March 26. 

Lt Cdr M. Harriman to be CO 
HMS Sutherland in the acting 
rank of Commander, March 16, 

Lt Cdr R. D. Labone, Heel a in 
command, Dec. 3, 1996, 


WEAPON ENGINEERING MECHANIC 
To CPOWEM(R) T.R. Hutehins 
(Collingwood), 

FLEET AIR ARM 

To CPOAEM(M): P M De Mar to (702 Sqn 
Osprey). K J.C. Floyd (RNAS Yeovilton), 
A C C Lander (DGA(N) ASE). 

To CPOAEM(L) A.G. Thayer (800 Sqn). 
K Taylor (RNAS Yeovilton). 

To CPOAEM(R):K.EIson (820 Sqn). 

To CPOA(AH): K Arnold (820 Sqn), l 
Hutchinson (846 Sqn). 

To CPOA(PHOT) k Arthur (Seehawk) 

SUBMARINE SERVICE 
To CPOSA(SM) A S. Smythe (Victonous 
Port). 

To CPOMEM(L)(SM>: J D. Gibson 
(Sovereign), 

CHIEF PETTY OFFICER ARTIFICER 

Commodore Naval Draltmg has been noli- 
tied ol Ihe following advancement to Chief 
Petty Officer Artificer which were made by 
Commanding Officers; 

To CPOMEA; C.T. McKenehie (Supert>). 
A.G. Nelson (Trenchant), LA. Seaton (Drake 
CFM). C.J. Burgess (Victorious PORT), A.S. 
Mundy (Neptune). 

To ACPOMEA J Baker (Exeter), W.H. 
Bragg (Drake CFM), K. Fowler (Neptune), I. 
Hazel (CFM Portsmoulh), R.D. Lloyd 
(Manchester), R.A. Lye (RM Poole). 

To CPOAEA S A. Hardcastle (820 Sqn), 
T.A. Parnell (045 Sqn). 

To CPOWEA J P Jones (Drake CFM). 
I.R. Slace (Torbay). M. Stevenson 
(Marlborough), J.R. Stewart (Cardiff), A,G. 
Whilby (Drake CFM), K.J. Wilson 
(Trenchanl), 

To ACPOWEA MW Brindley 
(Marlborough). P.G. Malpney (Vigilant 
PORT). S.J, Marshall (Edinburgh), L.A. 
Morris (Beaver). M.S,F. Wood (Edinburgh). 
To CPOCT: S Gough (Sheffield) 


Education Centre. The facil¬ 
ities offer training in a wide 
range of computer applica¬ 
tions - word processing, 
data bases and spread¬ 
sheets. 

AM Service personnel can 
book courses by calling 
Portsmouth Naval Base, 
ext. 26103, 


Cdr Christopher Dutton Pott, SHAPE, 
Belgium. Nov. 20- 

C POME A Ian Pugh, HMS Argyll. Dec. 2. 
POWWTR Patricia Eves. HMS Tamar 
□cl. 27. 


Capt Charles Drake, served 1913-37. 
Returned to service in WW1I and was on per 
sonar staff of Director Naval Intelligence. In 
1943 took part in Operation Mincemeal - 
“The Man Who Never Was" deception plan 
(see page 15). CapT Drake carried Ihe pass 
ol the fictitious “Major Martin” before the 
operation, showing it with his own so that i| 
became convincingly worn, Ships: Emperor 
ol India. Revenge. Royal Oak, Iron Duke, 
Curlew. Aged 96 

Cdr Anlhony Law DSC RNVR, FtCN, 
Served in MGBs and MTBs 194 1 45, also as 
MTB CO and Senior Officer 29th MTB 
Flotilla. Official war artisl. Actions fincluded 
Channel break-out, North Sea convoys, D- 
Qay and Normandy campaign. Wrote history 
of 291 h Flotilla. White Plumes Astern 
Transferred lo RCN I94G, serving in HMCS 
Uganda. Magnilicent. Labrador, Antiponish 
(CO). Sioux (CO). Cape Scott (CO). Retired 
1966. Became Artist in Residence at SI 
Mary's University, Halifax. Aged 80. 

LI Cdr Adrian Gallegos MBE, served 
1940-45 and then in MI6. Served in 
Derbyshire (armed marchanl cruiser), mem¬ 
ber of Joint Intelligence Centre Gibraltar, 
commanded Brest pilot cutter in 
Mediterranean for Special Ops Executive 
Captured by Italians, transferred to Germany, 
but made eventful escape. Relumed to Italy 
as 2iC ol Advanced Tactical HO ot Special 
Force 1. Died in Spain, aged B9. 

Lt Cdr Patrick Fletcher DSC Served 
1938-60. Ships: Effingham, Hurricane, 
Aurora. Willon, Jervis, HMNZS Bellona, 
HMNZS Kaniere, Plover, Albion. Won DSC 
as midshipman in Norwegian campaign. 
Plotted "bo search" lor survivors of torpedoed 
liner City of Benares (1940) Took pari in 
landing operations in Sicily, al Anzio and 
Normandy, and Ihe Suez operation. Aped 76. 

Lt Cdr John Harold Parfjury, aged 72. 

Lt Cdr Thomas William Kirkwood RVO, 
gunnery instructor. Served 34 years on con¬ 
voy duty in Atlantic Mediterranean, Arctic 
Survivor of ships sunk by U-boats and bomb¬ 
ing. Also served in East Indies and far East. 
Was escort officer in charge of one of parties 
lhal pulled gun carriage for King George Vis 
funeral. Aped 07. 

Denis (Soapy) Hudson, ex-PQ, served 
1935-51 Veteran ol Dunkirk, Russian con¬ 
voys, Sicily, Korea Member of HMS Eskimo 
and. Scimitar Associations. Nov. 21. aged 75. 

Charles Day, gunner, served 17 years. 
Ships included HMS Rodney during 


MEM(L) Morgan, HMS Guernsey. BFPO 
290, will swop for any ship going into retif. 

OM(EW)1 I. Kay, HMS Dryad exl 45131. 
drafted HMS Sutherland. Feb. 11. Will con¬ 
sider any deploying unit, 

OM(UW)1 Newell, 3P Mess HMS 
Newcaslle, will swop lor any Portsmouth ship 
net deploying this year 

WROI Balllto, HMS Leeds Castle, BFPO 
325. drafted SNONI. March 10. Will swop for 
any Plymouth shore base, 

STD P, O Mara, SM2. Devonporl, drafted 
HMS Cardiff, Feb Will swop for any 
Devonporl ship deploying or not. 

SAPreece, CFM HMN8 Portsmoulh, exl. 
25014. dratted HMS Bulldog. Jan. Will con¬ 
sider any ship deploying or not. preferably 
Portsmoulh based. 

PO(S) Box (X trained). POs Mess. HMS 
Cornwall, BFPO 256, will consider any 
Portsmouth ship deploying or not. 

LS(M) S. Wren, HMS Excellent accom. 
party, exf. 7202, will swop lor any Plymoulh 
shore base and will consider any Type 22 not 
deploying. 

□MCI Whalley, C School, HMS 
Coliingwood. drafted HMS Cumberland, 
April Will swop lor any Portsmouth ship. 

AB(R) L. Ward, HMS Spey. BFPO 392 
(Faslane), will swop for any ship not deploy 

IM9 LSA Bruttell, 2QP Mess. HMS 
Nottingham, BFPO 346, will swop for any 
Portsmouth ship nol deploying in Sepl- 

LRO(G) Rogers, 20 Mess, HMS 
Lrverpool. BFPO 327. Wili swop tor any small 
ship.'MCMV. 

LWWTR Bain bridge. HMN8 Plymouth 
ext 65208, dralted NAV5EC Registry. 
Portsmouth, March. Will swop tor any 
Plymouth area shore draft. 

OM(C)1 Hay, 26 Man Mess. HMS 
Somersel, BFPO 395. deploying April Will 
swop lor any Plymoulh ship nol deploying 
this year 

CRS Eastwood, D Watch. Commeen 


Bismarck action. Aged 74, 

Frank Hazel DSM, BEM, Chiel OA. 
Founder member of Wartime Ark Royals' 
Association, and member of HMS Comus 
Comrades, 

Arthur Tanky Maddams. served 1924- 
48, Member of Rats ot Tobruk and 
Wippingham Association Oct 13. aged 80. 

Jeffery A, J. Payne, ex AB/SD, Shrps: 
Vestal, Michael (1945-47). Member of 
Algerines Association Oct. 30, 

Stanley C. Hall, ex-AB HMS Lioness 
1945 46 Member of Algerines Association 
Frank Mann, ax Stoker. HMD 
Eastbourne 1941-46 Member ol Algerines 
Association 

A. W 0)1! Ricketts, Croix de Guerre 
Ships: Liverpool. French submarine Curie. 
Member ol Majestic Caledonia 1937 39 
Association Aged 75. 

R, Morton BEM. ex-CRS served 1943 47 
and RNR 1946-67. Aged 70 

Thomas Harfand, ex-CPQ, HMS Royal 
Oak survivor. Member of Discharged and 
Demobilised Sailors & Soldiers Club, 
Bowness-on-Windermere. Del 22, 

Jim Dench BEM. ex-CPO, served 1935- 
57. Dunkirk veteran and member of Burma 
Star Association Aged 02. 

Frederick G, (Dutch) Holland, served in 
HMS Pembroke arid St Tudnc. Aged 73. 

Charles Brooke, ex gunner Served on 
board HMS Duke ol York and witnessed 
Japanese surrender, Dec. 1. aged 70. 

Cecil E. (Steve) Collins, member of 
Medway Towns branch of Submarine Old 
Comrades Association. Served rn Sea scout, 
Amphion, Alliance, Aeneas, Resolution. Dec. 
11, agerf 62. 

Tom Meddlcke, member of HMS Kent 
Association. 

Ron Efey. member ol HMS Kent 
Association. 

W. A. (Bill) Earn, ex AB Ships; Sultdlk, 
Sussex. Served in Bismarck action, Russian 
convoys, and Far East. Member of HMS 
Suffolk Association. Dec. 9, aged 72. 

Peter (Joe) Szyczak. member of Aircraft 
Handlers Association. Nov. 23. 

C.'&gt tan Tabeart ol Chatham Marine 
Cade! 501 Unit Aged 35. 

ASSOCIATION OF RN OFFICERS 
Cdr J. Benson. Ships: Grafton, 
Whirlwind, File. Dry ad. 

LI Cdr D. V, Knighl, Ships; Perseus. 
Albatross. President, Siskin. 

Cdr J. C, Mansell BIN Ships: DaJhousie. 
Bahadur. India. Narbada 

Cdr C, B. Mills DSC. Stops: Tyne. 
President, Medway. Victory, Dolphin. 

Li Cdr J. Rutherford DSC Ships: Stag. 
Orion, Guardian, Tamar. 

Li Cdr R. T, Sallfa DSC, Ships; Jupiier. 


Whitehall, drafted HMS Herald, April 22, Will 
consider any ship not deploying or Falkland 
Is. 

LMEM(L) Donaldson, 3D Mesa. HMS 
Liverpool, BFPO 327, drafted HMS Brave, 
March. Will consider any Portsmouth ship, 
prelerably nol deploying. 

WCH Marshall, HMS Nelson exl 24139, 
or Wrens quarters. Wili swop for any 
Plymoulh shore establishment, preferably 
HMS Drake. 

OM(AW)1 Watters, HMS Collingwood exl 
2467. dratted HMS Sutherland, March 18. 
Will swop for any ship deploying or deployed. 

POME A Finnegan, POs Mess. HMS 
Montrose. BFPO 339. drafted POMEM(L) bil¬ 
let. HMS Neplune, Feb 25. Will swop lor any 
Plymouth or Portsmouth shore draft 

MAWennlngton, RH Haslat (9300) 2146. 
2132 or 2754, drafted RM Condor. Feb. 11, 
Will swop for any Portsmouth, Plymouth or 
London shore draft. 

AB(M) Gay (RIB cox'n). FPSU (currently 
in HMS Guernsey. BFPO 290, drafted HMS 
Shetland, March, Will consider any 
Portsmouth ship or establishment. 

AB(H) Doyle (Navs Yeo), HMS 
Guernsey, BFPO 290. will swop lor any 
Portsmouth ship, preferably aircraft carrier. 

POOH S. J Thomas, POs Mess, HMS 
Cornwall, BFPO 256, will consider anything 

CHI N, J. Hunter. RM PoOfe Main Galley, 
drafted HMS Inverness (Faslane), Feb. 11. 
Will swop for any Portsmouth ship deploying 
or nol 

WTR1 Barrow. FOSF Devgnpprt 
54512, will swop for any Plymouth UPG 
(ERD Feb, 98) 

PO(R) A, G. Thompson (ADAWS), HMS 
York, BFPO 430. drafted CINCFLEET, HMS 
Warrior. Would like HMS Dryad, Portsmouth 
area draft. 

POMEM(L) Smith POs Mess HMS 
Manchesler. BFPO 331, will swop lor any 
Devonporl ship deploying or nol 


Newcaslle, Duke of York, Cardigan Bay, 
Unseen. L26. 

Lt Cdr (E) L, C. Selwood. Ships 
President, Excellent. Howe. 

LI Cdr (S) C, Welferd. Ships: Ark Royal, 
Brighton. Cambridge. Osprey, Raleigh. 

Capl R. White CBE Ships: Cape Town, 
Hawkins, Himalaya. Theseus, Superb. 
Aphrodite, Chaplel, Hampshire. 

ROYAL NAVAL ASSOCIATION 
The deaths are reported ol the following 
shipmates: 

Arthur Shu ter, Portsmoulh. Ships: HMS 
Ajax and 2nd Escort Group commanded by 
Capl Johnny Walker. Nov. 28 

Claude (Bill) Misektine, Ferndown. Ex- 
Stoker served 1941-45. Served in HM sub¬ 
marine Saracen, then PoW Italy and 
Germany. Nov. 16. 

Frederick Charles (Sandy) Wills, Poole 
Also member of RN Patrol Service 
Association. Qcl 

Wilfred (Wilf) Moores, Congfeton 
Served in V & W destroyers. WWII Oct. 31. 

Jim Brown, Windsor and Southampton 
ExA/PO Stops: Kimberley, Diamond, 
Enterprise. Member of J & K Association, 
14th Flotilla and Narvik Associations. Rats of 
Tobruk and Crete Veterans. Nov, 6, aged 74 
Jack Simmonds P founder member 
Windsor Ex-CPO Stoker Ships: Pembroke, 
Gomel, Warspite, Vindictive, Mayma, 
Wayland. Nov. 16, aged 00. 

Frank Garraft Deeside. Served in MTBs 
and Far East. 

Joe Jones, life member and former trea¬ 
surer. Deeside OEMS gunner on Russian 
and Atiantic convoys. 

G. Vile, Taunton Served in Coastal 
Forces, Normandy veteran, Oct, 7, 

Doug Woolley, Uttoxeter & Distncl Ex 
Stoker, served 1942-46. Ships included HMS 
Ulsler 

Joe Goode, treasurer, Hinckley for over 
25 years Ex Stoker Oct, aged 66 

Rupert Snushall, Wesfen-super Mare. 
Nov., aged 72. 

Frank Dawson, BasikJon, Nov IQ 
Dorothy Masoe, Uttoxeter & Distncl. Ex 
WRNS. Dec. 6 

George Me Game, founder member 
Stonehaven & Dtelrict- Ex-CpI RM. served 
1960-69. Nov. 26. 

Victor E, E, Wardt Nuneaton Ex-Yeo. 
served 1941-54. Ships: Cleopalra. Zest, 
Ocean, 

Paul Tin* Skipton & Oi si riot. Twin brother 
ol Peter - bolh served in HMS Vesper 1943- 
45. Nov 30 in Canada 

Roy Brooks, Dartford. Ex-RM, member 
ol 48 cdo. Oct., aged 75. 


Salvage awards 


CREW MEMBERS involved in the fallowing 
salvage operations may not have received 
payment as they could not be traced by the 
payment authorities. Claimants should write 
to ' Ministry of Defence, DFAS/AGS 
(Imprests) iA. Attn Mr D. W. Fews. Room 
119. Block A. Warmirvsfar Rd. Bath BA1 
5AA. 

Lochalsh Ferry - assistance by RMAS 
Cockchafer/Criccieth, Dec. 85 and by 
Crtccielh/Cairn. Dec. 08, 

Cruise ship Europe & mv Inchon Glory 
- HMS Peacock, April 92 mv Risnes - 
HMS Beagle. Oct 94 

Tanker Seaslar - HMS Plover. April 92 
PAO Pride ol Winchester - RMAS 
Busiler/PowerfuL Aug 92. 

mv Da nice Green - RMAS Salmoor, 
Collie, helo crew HMS Gan net. diving team, 
salvage officers. May 93. 

mv Mercs Horana - HMS Brilliant. 
March 91. mv Atlas HMS Hermione, 
March 89. Yacht Sprint - HMS Ark Royal, 
July 90 mv Halloa RMAS Cricdeth, Nov 
90. 

World Hitachi Zosen - HMS 

Campbeltown, RFA Gold Rover, April 92 
ReJne Mathilda - RMAS Bustier Powerful, 
Foxhound, April 90. ml Fair Play - HMS 
Hecate, Soberton. Ocl 89 

mv Draslerious HMS Hermione, RFA 
Qlna, June 69 Eastern Falcon - RMAS 
SealyhanvCapabto. March 09. lochalsh 
Ferry - RMAS Criocieth/Caim, Dec. 80 fv 
Emify Jane - RMAS Faithful. Sept 07 
mv Eton Majid - HMS Osprey. Euryalus, 
Edinburgh, Alacrity. Argonaut, Galatea, 
RMAS Kinbrace, July 86. 

1v Ocean - HMS Anglesey, Jan 86 mv 
Kwang Taz HMS Swift. Nov 86 mv 
Antrim Princess - RMAS Rollicker, Dec. 
03. to Ave Marie - HMS Euryalus. Leander. 
RMAS Kinloss. Mastiff, Sept. 82 



Interactive learning 
centres growing 


Appointments 


Rear Admiral A. W. J. West to 

be promoted Vice Admiral and to 
be Chief of Defence Intelligence 
in succession to Lt Gen Sir John 
Foley. October 1997. 

Rear Admiral J. A. Trewby to 
continue as Director General 
Naval Bases and Supply, and to 
be Chief Naval Engineering 
Officer in succession to Vice 
Admiral J H. Dunt. March 21 

Rev* S. J, Golding to be pro¬ 
moted Chaplain of the Fleet in 


Promotions to Chief 


Swop drafts 
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Good of the Service' 


• The restaurant at the Royal Sartor s Rest , Portsmouth. Waiters in starched aprons served tables with crisp white tablecloths , 


• The Royal Sailor's Rest at 
Devonport and (below) the a 
the Royal Sailor's Rest at Po 


scripuon to buy out two puhs 
whose 1 trade hud declined because 
of the Sailors Rest's popularity. 
They were demolished to make 
w ay lor extensions. 

Eventually the Rest expanded 
to resemble a multi-storey hotel 
with accommodation lor nearly a 
thousand men. It was equipped 
with electricity generators and 
boilers for hot water and healing. 

Waiters wearing starched 
aprons served sailors, families 
and friends in the restaurant 
where they sat on leather backed 
seats at tables with crisp white 
tablecloths. 

There was poultry, pork and 
ham; sides of bacon and beef 
hung in the kitchens and they 
made their own sausages and 
bread. 

The reading room - stocked 
with periodicals - the games mom. 
and the billiard hall, were all free* 
so a sailor down on his luck still 
had a warm place to go where he 
could feel at home. 

There were single cabins with 
beds for the men to rent nightly at 
prices they could afford and they 
could hire bathrooms with soap 
and towels provided, all of which 
was highly popular with sailors 
who normally slept in hammocks 
packed close together and usually 
washed themselves in tubs of cold 
water. 

Free education 

In lime* an equally large Rest 
opened in Portsmouth and others 
at Chatham and naval bases all 
over Britain, They catered for 
every aspect of the sailor s life and 
employed naval pensioners who 
knew how to arrange things in 
their liking. 

The facilities were extended to 
include free education classes for 
those seeking promotion* and 
men nearing the end of their ser¬ 
vice could learn a trade, ramifies 
were welcomed (and still are) and 
there were Christmas parties with 
presents For the children. 

Sailors sons were encouraged 
to join the Boys Naval Brigade 
(founded hy Agnes and pre-dat¬ 
ing the Boy Seoul movement) 
where they were instructed in sig¬ 
nalling, drill and so on in uni- 
forms provided by the Naw* who 
saw it as a good thing. 

Temperance 

Agnes and Sophia were firm 
supporters of the temperance 
cause and meetings were held at 
all Rest, Noone was coerced but 
most hoy sailors signed The 
Pledge", a talk by Agnes was one 
to remember. 

t pledge my word and honour. 
God helping me* to abstain from 
all intoxicating drinks and to stop 
my grog." 


A RUN down grocer's 
shop at the bottom of Fore 
Street, Devon port, was the 
birth place of one of the 
largest and most respected 
charitable organisations 
Britain has ever seen. 

The old building was con¬ 
verted into d refreshment bar 
and on the morning of May K, 
1876, Miss Agnes Weston and 
her friend and colleague Miss 
Sophia Wintz opened the first 
Sailors Rest and Institute for 
the men of the Royal Navy. 

Devon port was a vibrant com¬ 
munity serving the biggest dock¬ 
yard in the world. It was also a 
sailors' playground, crammed 
with pubs, music halls and other 
places of ill repute' which Jack 
eou Id be e n t i ce d into w i t h t h e so I e 
object of relieving him of his hard 
earned pay. 

Pimps and scroungers 
lay in wait for the unwary 
and many a sailor woke 
with a sore head or a 
cracked skull the next 
morning to find his 
money gone* 

Agnes Weston recognised the 
need for a dean* wholesome 
establishment where the majority 
of decent men could go to relax, a 
home from home, away from the 
sleaze of 'sailortown' and it was 
the sailors who requested it, 

A deputation from the gunboat 
liMS Dryad* which had just 
returned to Devonport from for¬ 
eign service, called at Miss 
WhitzN home in Stoke when Miss 
Weston was slaying. 

The sailors asked them to open 
a home near the docks where they 
would be welcomed without hav¬ 
ing to guard against the evils to he 
found in the "grog shops.’ 

Both ladies were known 
throughout the service for their 
work on behalf of boys doing their 
basic training on hoard the old 
wooden men o’ war IIMS 
l m pregnable* Foil droyanl. 

Implacable and Lion, anchored in 
the Hamoaze, 

The boy sailors came to Miss 
Wintz’s home at Penlee Villas 
(now Penlee Gardens, Stoke) on 
Sundays when her mother gave 
over her large, cosy kitchen for 
her and Miss Weston to entertain 
their young friends. 

The boys were grateful for the 
lea and buns they received and 
never forgot their motherly advice 
and encouragement. 

So it was as trusted friends 
that the ladies received the men 
from Dryad and after the meet¬ 
ing they decided to commit the 
rest of their lives to the welfare 
of the Royal Navy* albeit with 
some misgivings. 


Navy News celebrates 120 
years of the Royal Sailors 
Rests with a tribute to founder 
Dame Agnes Weston and her 
lifelong friend Sophia Wintz 


m Agnes Weston (left) and her life-long friend Sophia Wintz 


For a start, respectable young 
ladies - and they were ladies in 
every sense of the word - were 
not seen running sailors’ rest 
homes. They expected, and 
received, criticism from shocked 
acquaintances as well as abuse 
from the publicans for providing 
alternative facilities for their cus¬ 
tomers, 

"1 'ales that Agnes Weston of 
yourV' said tine of them to a 
sailor: "She’s a blight on honest 
trade!" All of this "had as much 
effect as shooting peas at the 
Rock of Gibraltar ” Agnes wrote 
in later life. 

Up with the lark 

With no business experience or 
funds, she and Sophia canvassed 
friends and religious bodies for 
help and used their own money to 
pay for the first year's lease on 
Fore Street, 

In her book Life Among the 
Bluejackets (James Nisbet & t o 
19119) Agnes Weston wrote: We 
were all up with the lark. But the 
coffee was just hot, the bread and 


butter and cakes cue, before there 
was a loud knocking from outside. 
The doors swung back and in they 
came with a rush* For an hour the 
popular saying was true, you 
could have walked on the men's 
heads. Sailors going to catch their 
boats, dockyard men going to 
their work in the yard* policemen 
coming in from their night 
rounds, and all glad to get a cup 
of tea* coffee or cocoa and a 
roll..." 

Improvements were made as 
funds permitted, they never went 
into debt, and the profits were 
supplemented hy public dona¬ 
tions in response to Miss 
Weston's personal appeals, 

A gifted orator, she didn’t beg 
for money: her lactic was to make 
the public aware of the Royal 
Navy’s fine traditions and to prick 
the consciences of the wealthy, 
often addressing meetings in their 
own homes. 

She raised more than a million 
pounds in her lifetime, an amaz¬ 
ing achievement. One of the 
greatest successes was gelling 
enough money by voluntary' suh- 


Miss Weston was a founder 
member of the RN Temperance 
Society and was allowed the privi¬ 
lege of hoarding warships to 
recruit members. She and Miss 
Wintz edited and produced 
“Ashore and Afloat" a 
temperance magazine which was 
distributed to the Fleet and is still 
issued today as a newsletter. 

Their material concern knew 
no bounds. Working unpaid, and 
with unswerving Christian faith, 
they attracted the attention of lire 
Admirals who saw the effect on 
men's morale. “They did more for 
lower deck sailors in ten years 
than the Admiralty had done in 
the previous one hundred years" 
it was said* 

Members of the Royal l am illy 
visited, and word reached Queen 
Victoria who invited Agnes to 
Windsor Castle to relate their 
achievements, i ier Majesty was so 
impressed that she commanded 
the prefix Royal’ to be added to 
the title. 

One of the 
vast numbers 
boy sailors, 
many id' them 
orphaned and 
homeless, who 
knew Agnes as 
"Mother' 

Weston, is Mr 
G.A, Anthony, 
of Pc vere IF 

Plymouth, 

At 98 the 
Naval pensioner 
who served for 
.14 years and 
fought in both 
World Wars, 
remembered Agnes Weston well. 

Me said: “She was a real moth¬ 
er lo us hi every sense. The boys 
worshiped her* 

“On Sundays there were ser¬ 
vices with a small orchestra or 
band to accompany the hymns. 
There were often guest speakers* 
but she outshone all of them 
when she spoke and look care to 
sec to it we goi our share o! tea 
and cakes afterwards, 

"As lot drunken sailors* there 
weren't too many ol them at the 
Rests - lhvv had too much respect 
lor her*" 


“Aggies" was patronised by 
hundreds of thousands of men 
from all of the Armed Forces din 
ing the two World Wars, no one 
was turned away. 

In 1941 the Devonport and 
Portsmouth Rests were destroyed 
by lire in air raids but in true 
wartime spirit both were up and 
running within just a few days in 
temporary' accomrrurdat ion. 

After the war. two new Rests 
were built which, together with 
smaller establishments, continue 
to serve the Roval Navy today. 

Sudden death 

I he Devonport Rest, lor exam¬ 
ple* oilers badminton, vollcvhull. 
sailing, snooker* keep fit and 
computer games among its many 
facilities. Agnes would have 
approved, nothing was loo good 
for her Bluejackets,’ 

She died suddenly ol a heart 
attack on October 23. 1918 at 
Devonport. aged 78 and still 
working. She had been made a 
Dame Grand 

Cross of the Most 
Excellent Order 
of the British 
Empire by King 
George V the pre¬ 
vious year, the 
highest honour 
that could lie 
given to a woman 
at that time. 

The sailors 

would have none 
of it: the GBI 
stood for: "God 
Bless' ”Fr" they 
said, 

Sophia Wintz 
was awarded the 
DBF in her own right in 3926 and 
worked on until her death in 
1929, 

They were both, in turn, given 
full Naval funerals with Admirals, 
civic leaders and hundreds of 
sailors unending. There were 
messages of wmpaihs from the 
Royal Family. 

3 he sc w e re t r ibutes o f; t special 
kind, entirely without precedence 
in the htstorv ol the Royal Navy* 
in recognition of two remarkable 
women who gave of their best 
For the glory o! God and tor the 
good of the Service*'* 


“The sailors 
would have 
none of it. 
They said 
the GBE 
stood for: 
( God Bless 
’Er!” 


" For the Glory of God and the 


































Hockey cup for Sultan as 





ATHLETICS 
ON THE UP 
AND UP 

NAVY runners Lt Cdr Dui 
Roberts arid I t Hinge Gough 
were placed high in a very 
competitive field in the presti¬ 
gious Asies Victory f ive road 
nice in Portsmouth with 24 
minutes 31 (27th) and 25 min¬ 
utes 211 (With and 4th veteran) 
respectively, 

Ll Cdi Boh C hapman, the only 
K N AC ‘ runner in the Westward 
League, has performed cotisis- 
lentK well in the first four races 
and finished 17th (2nds Veteran 
over 45) in die South West 
Championships.) 

Seasonal best 

And Hampshire RNAC cross 
countly runners produced a sea¬ 
sonal best in die 3rd Lunitons 
Hants League fixture at 
Basingstoke, 

Vicki Norton (Osprey) was 
2thh in her first race and was well 
supported by S Donnelly 
(ttaslar) and C Metlotmlin 
(Dolphin) to ensure a full ladies 
learn for the second time in three 
races, 

I t Gough (Coilingwood) also 
ran his first Hampshire League 
race finished an excellent 12th 
(1st Veteran) and Ihe usual team 
of J Donnelly, J Potts, S Sheard 
and M Goodrich packed well to 
ensure the Navy’s highest finish in 
Division One this season. 


Hampshire 
grind away 
to victory 


ON A COLD but perfect evening for Rugby, the Navy took 
on Hampshire in their second game of the season at 
Burnaby Road, 

The Navy were, once again, a young experimental team who 
took a little while to settle. The first half was fairly evenly matched 
with Hampshire just ahead 13-12 at the break thanks to a try by 
Jewit and a conversion and two penalties by Rowledge, Navy fly- 
half Paul Morgan slotted four penalties. 


The Navy opened the second 
half with a great spell of attack¬ 
ing rugby which led to a solo 
effort from scrum-half Andy 
Bains as he scuttled under the 
posts for a great try, A further 
penalty by Morgan had the 
Navy in front and in control at 
22-13. 

Inexplicably, the Navy 
relaxed and let Hampshire 
back into the game. Their 
scrum half, Taylor, scored an 
identical try to the Navy effort 
and with the added conversion, 
the game was wide open. 

Hampshire continued to 


press the Navy line and were 
rewarded with two late penal¬ 
ties which were both success¬ 
fully kicked and the final score 
was Hampshire 26 Royal Navy 
22 . 

A big thank you goes to Tony 
Gribbon RN who stepped in at 
the last minute to take charge 
of the game after the nominat¬ 
ed referee failed to turn up. 

The Navy continue their 
build-up this month with 
Burnaby Road games against 
Combined London Old Boys 
(1930 January 22) and the Civil 
Service (1430 January 29). 


• ARGENTINA GAME: the Combined Service Rugby Squad took 
on the nationat side of Argentina in Plymouth last month . Navy 
players included LSR Nick Bartlett, LS Dave Sibson T CpI Bob 
Armstrong and RM Musician Spencer Brown * After a brave per¬ 
formance from the CS, Argentina won 52-6. Picture la(phot) Andy White 


• Above: Sultan s LAEA Jim 
Moseley sets his sights on 
Heron s goal in the RN Hockey 
Cup final. Heron lost 6-niL 

Picture POWren PHOT Chrisste Proudtey 


HMS SULTAN fielded one 
of the strongest estab¬ 
lishment sides in the 
Hockey Cup s history in 
the final against HMS 
Heron at Burnaby Road. 

With the closure of HMS 
Daedalus and RN 
Engineering College 

M ana don the Sultan team had 
pienly of firepower to drawn 
upon, scoring 25 goals in their 
three games before the final. 

Heron's defence, weakened by 
ihe early injury of Skipper Ian 
Bisset, was penetrated first, and a 
combination of open play and 
converted corners saw Sultan 
lurge ahead 64) to take the trophy 
for the first time. 

Team Manager Lt Paddy Logan 
scored a hat trick in his final game 
for the RN (again) with the other 
goals coming from CEO Steve 
Keogh, LAEA Jim Moselv and 
LAEA At Hernlm 

The tournament is sponsored 
by Lambs Navy Rum who have 
pul more Ihan £200,(100 into RN 
Sport In recent years. 


• Lambs Navy Rum Brand Manager Lorna Thomas presents the 
Trophy to Sultan Skipper, LAEA Jim Moseiy, Picture: 2SL Photographic 


Heron dip out 


Army are bewildered by RN talent 


THE Navy played their first game in defence 
of the SW Counties Cup against Dorset at 
Burnaby Road writes WO Frank Cooper , 

After their first defeat of ihe season the previous week, 
the Navy were keen to gel back to llieir winning ways, bui 
it was [Dorset who posed the greatest threat in the first 2(1 
minutes and the RN defence had to work hard to surpress 
their very mobile strike force. 

Wiih an uneasy 30 minutes behind them, the Navy 
began to regain their confidence and POAFM Nigel 
Thwailcs tSultan) started to exert consistent pressure on 
the Dorset defence and an accurate shot in the 42nd 
minute but the Navy ahead. 

Almost immediate!) after the restart. POPT Nick Haigh 
(SM2) was clearly fouled in the penalty area and PORT 
Sieve Riles (Temeraire) made no mistake with his spot 
kick to put the Navy 2-nil up. 

The second half saw a much more confident Navy per¬ 
formance, with Nigel I Invades again causing constant 
problems for the Dorset defence and his second goal game 


Soccer round-up 


was clinically taken after an excellent pass from Haigh on 
the edge of ihe hox. 

By now Dorset were demoralised and a fourth goal from 
CPO Boh Evans (Gbllingwood) in the 85 ih minute con¬ 
firmed the Navy's dominance. 

Final score RN 4 Dorset 0. 

Royal Navy V Army 

Drawn together at the group stage for the first time 
since the SW Counties cup inception 22 years ago, the 
Navy went into this match knowing that they needed at 
least a draw against a strong Army team to maintain any 
real hopes of keeping the Cup. 

A highly motivated RN team fortunately chose this fix¬ 
ture for their best performance of the season by far. 
Sharper and quicker to the ball in every area of play, the 


Navy produced a slick performance that left the Army 
bewildered. Nigel Thwaites and Nick Haigh continued in 
the rich vein of form in attack and FORT Steve Riley w r as 
outstanding in defence. CPGWEA Sieve Johnson (SCU 
Leydene) also found his true form and dominated mid- 
field. 

Despite their control of the game it was not until ihe 
40th minute that Thwaites goi onto the end of a corne r ball 
and shot low into the net to put the Navy ahead. 

The Navy remained in charge throughout the second 
half and Steve Johnson’s excellent feed to Nick Haigh on 
the edge of the box allowed him lo round the keeper and 
foot the ball home in the 88th minute. 

Final score RN 2 Army 0. 

Fixtures; Jan 16 RN V Prison Service, 
Burnaby Rd. Kick off 1930. Jan 22 RN V 
Wiltshire. Burnaby Rd. Kick off 1930. January 
29 RN V Somerset at Taunton FC. Kick off 
1930. 


In brief 


Sailors in Oz 

AS Navy News went to 
press six YOs from BRNC 
Dartmouth were taking on 
the Royal Australian and 
New Zealand Navy in a 
yacht race from Hobart to 
Melbourne. 

Lt Cdr Mike Broughton (615 
NAS) is skippering the 38 loot 
vessel loaned to the team by 
the RAN. In return, the Royal 
Navy will provide a boat lor 
the Australians to compete in 
the Fastnet race in August 

Rally result 

FREEZING conditions took 
their toll on the Royal Navy 
Rally Team in ihe Network Q 
RAC Rally . 

PQs Peier Hopkins and David 
Hudson spenl two days battling 
through appaling weather in their 
] 3 (KXt Skoda Felicia before sliding 
wide on ice and hilting a tree. 

Peier said: Tm gut led. We 
worked so hard for this. II the 
weather had been like a normal 
RAC Fm sure we would have 
secured a good finish/’ Rally aces 
Juha Kankkunen and Ari Vatanen 
were also lost to the conditions. 

Boxing date 

THE ABA Boxing Southern 
semi-finals will be held at 
HMS Nelson on Tuesday 
February 18. 

Tickets are available from 
the gymnasium on 01705 
724151. 

Flying visit 

HMS Collingwood’s rugby 
team paid a special visit to 
Morpeth, N ort h umberland, 
where they took on the 
Morpeth Select and 3rd rughv 
teams. 

The results were Colli ngood 52 
Morpeth Select 5, and 
Gbllingwood 33, Morpeth 3rds 27. 

Cricket course 

The Cricket Umpires and 
Scorers Course is being 
held at HMS Temeraire 
from February 3 to 5. 

Applications, stating which 
course is required, should 
reach Lt Cdr PJW Danks at 
Temeraire as soon as possible. 
Alternatively, call POPT Steve 
Riley on HMNB Portsmouth 
23974. 

Heart appeal 

If you would like to run the 
London Marathon in April 
and think you could raise a 
substantial sum of money in 
sponsorship, the British Heart 
Foundation would like to hear 
from you. 

The BHF has been chosen as 
one of the official charities of ihe 
1997 Marathon and has a number 
of places guaranteed. Contact the 
charity on 0HIM) 106019, 

Chelsea held 

The CS Football lost to a 
pwerful Chelsea XI by only 
one goal at Aldershot Military 
Stadium. 

The game's only goal came wiih 
just nine minutes to go when the 
ball was hammered home by 
Chelsea substitute Sherrin. The 
Chelsea side boasted five full pro¬ 
fessionals and two Georgians from 
Tibiisi. 

The CS squad included LPT s 
Paul Wi licit and Paul Barton, OMs 
Davy Wilson and Steve O’Neil. 
POAEM Nigel Thwaites, POPT 
Whisky Haig and OM Norman 
Thompson. 





























Top-flight performance 
from NAC racketeers 


NAVAL Air Command pul in a lop-flight per¬ 
formance to win the RN Badminton 
Championships staged at HMS Nelson. 

A disappointing turn-out did nothing to detract 
from a competition in which a close result was 
always likely, and by the end of a long first day, 
Naval Air Command had secured a slender lead 
over Scotland with the RM in a clear first place. 

The second day proved to be just as exciting as the 
remaining 35 matches saw each pair playing their 
opposite number in each of the commands. 

Five matched went the full distance and this was 
highlighted by a dose finale which saw the Scotland 
first pair of Losh/MeLean defeat the Naval Air 
Command pair of Hill/M arte! I. 

Even though the Scotland pair remained unde¬ 
feated for the duration of the tournament they 


could not prevent Naval Air Command from taking 
the trophy. 

Another fine performance came from 
Devonporf s Pearce who all his matches in the sin¬ 
gles competition. 

The results were: NAC 39 wins Scotland 33 wins 
RM 29 wins Portsmouth 19 wins Devon port 10 
wins. 

Trophies also went to McLean (Scotland) 
Wallace (Scotland) and Potter (Air) for their valu¬ 
able contributions. 

Individual championships 

The next major fixture on the badminton calendar 
is the Royal Naval Individual Championships which 
will be held on February 6 and 7 next year. The 
venue has yet to be decided. 


Rugby league 
planned for 
the Navy 

RUGBY League enthusi¬ 
asts at HMS Collingwood 
are working closely with 
the Army RFL with a view 
to setting up a similar 
organisation in the Royal 
Navy. 

POPT Wayne O’Kell , RS 
Chopper Smallbone and RS 
Paul Wilkinson want to set up 
command level teams this 
season to play next summer, 
avoiding any conflict of inter¬ 
est with the RNRU. 

Their objective they have 
set for the RNRFL is to get a 
complete interestablishment / 
ship structure up and running 
and to compete in the 
Interservices in 1998. 

Anyone who is interested in 
playing, coaching or officiat¬ 
ing, or even helping with the 
administration side of Rugby 
League should contact their 
FT staff or RS Smallbone and 
RS Wilkinson on Collingwood 
extension 2768 or POPT O'Kell 
on Collingwood 2233. 

River racers 

BOAT crews from Plymouth, 
Portsmouth, NAC, Darlford 
and Bath took part in an 
unusual race on the River 
Dart organised by Britannia 
Royal Naval College. 

In the annual Plum Pudding 
Race, the start of the faster crews 
is delayed to try to ensure that all 
the boats reach the finish at the 
same lime, with prizes for the 
fastest and first over the line. 

The first Naval crew was the 
men’s four from Plymouth, just 
five seconds in front of Heron’s 
Novice four who started a minute 
behind. 

The ladies composite eight pul 
up a spirited resistance as they 
were overhauled by the Bath 
men’s four, who recorded the 
fastest time of 9 minutes 32. 

Two double sculls, a veteran 
men’s from Portsmouth and two 
female officer cadets from BRNC 
also survived the conditions to 
record respectable times. Heron 
men were awarded the Plum 
Pudding Blade. Their time of 9.52 
was only 20 seconds behind 9 min¬ 
utes 52 was only 20 seconds 
behind the Bath crew. 

J Anyone interested in rowing 
should contact Lt Cdr Dunkley oh 
HMS Temeraire 24021. 


Basketball final was 
a fight to the finish 


A HARD and tactically fought game against Portsmouth saw 
NAC retain the RN Basketball Trophy at a championships host¬ 
ed in HMS Sultan's new sports centre. 

Unfortunately, only four commands were able to enter, hut Plymouth 
and Scotland combined to prove a useful team in the six-match competi¬ 
tion. 

The results were: Game 1 NAC 67 RM 51 Game 2 Portsmouth 65 
Plym/Scot 46 Game 3 NAC 70 Plym/Scot 44 Game 4 NAC 45 Portsmouth 
44 Game 5 RM 70 Plym/Scot 57 Game 6 Portsmouth 71 RM 59. 

Commodore Rees Ward, RNBBA Chairman, presented the trophies 
and thanked the staff at Sultan for all their support and the Royal 
Marines Basketball Association who co-ordinated the successful champi¬ 
onships. Most improved player award was presented to PAC Scott 
Bouvier from HMS Heron and NAC, who is in his second season. 


• Novice Champion QM Tucker (Scotland) brings down the guard 
of MA Corker (Portsmouth) on his way to a points win in the fly¬ 
weight novice final at HMS Nelson. Photograph: FQSFPhotographic Unit 

time and picking his punches after 
early pressure before stopping the 
Portsmouth boxer at the end of the 
first round. 


At heavyweight, Mne Bragg 
{RM) used his considerable height 
and reach advantage to totally out¬ 
box Portsmouth’s game but stocky 
AB Junnier. 

The Portsmouth boxer always 
came forward throwing punches 
but by the third round had slowed 
down and was shipping heavy pun¬ 
ishment which gave the referee no 
choice but to bring a halt to the 
bout. 

The team results were RM 22 
Plymouth 14 Portsmouth 11 
Scotland 6 NAC 2. 


Italian job 
well done 

LPT Sean Childs from 
HMS Raleigh competed 
in the World Duathlon in 
Ferrara, Italy, 

More than 2,000 people 
entered the event which 
involves a 10km run, 40km 
bike ride and a 5km run. 

Sean’s time of 1 hour 41 
minutes 16 placed him 40th 
(5th from the GB competi¬ 
tors) in his age group - 
males aged 25 to 29. 


• Fastest Lady: Lt Claire Norsworthy finishes the Gosport Half 
Marathon in $0 minutes 14 .. Picture by courtesy of The News, Portsmouth 


NAVY athletes have been dominating road races in the 
South recently, with some impressive performances in 
the Hayling Island 10-miler and the Gosport Half 
Marathon. 

Lt Cdr Dai Roberts (CNOCS) won the Island race with a time of 
51 minutes 34 and even overtook the race car at one point. 

And Lt Ginge Gough (Collingwood) was second after running 
a very steady race, running with a pack and allowing himself to 
be pulled along in the bad weather before sprinting away smart¬ 
ly over the last 100m to cross the line in 52 minutes 23. 

Lt Gough’s time made him the fastest veteran and spelt a rare 
defeat for top local veteran runner Tim hughes. 

Gosport Half Marathon 

Gosport Half Marathon’s fastest lady was Lt Claire Norsworthy 
who came home in 80 minutes 14, a personal best by over three 
minutes, and more than two minutes ahead of the next girl. 

Lt Norsworthy only took up running a year ago, while serving 
in Lisbon, and has been concentrating on long distance to put 
together an impressive series of results in the last few months: 
3rd in Plymouth, 4th in Windsor, winner at Harlow and now vic¬ 
tory in Gosport. 

As if this programme was not demanding enough, Claire has 
also been racing cross country and last week won the midweek 
London Services League at RAF Halton. 

She is competing in the Navy Cross Country Championships in 
February and is hoping to run in the London Marathon in April as 
part of the first RN Ladies' team in the Interservices, and to be 
invited to participate in the USMC Marathon in November. 


• if Cdr Dai Roberts (CNOCS) 
winner of the Hayling Island 
10-mile road racei 

Picture; The News. Portsmouth 


In brief 


Novice fighters 
show courage 
and composure 

IF THE RN Novice Championships are an indication of how boxing is being 
affected by the economical cutbacks within the Services, then things are begin¬ 
ning to look better. 


No less than 25 bouts were 
contested in the preliminary 
and semi-final rounds to pro¬ 
duce finals at nine differenl 
weights. Teams were entered 
by all five commands and the 
level of boxing was at an 
extremely high standard. 

The first bom of the finals night 
was a lively affair contested by OM 
Tucker (Scotland) anti MA Corker 
(Portsmouth) both boxers having 
their first bout in this flyweight 
final. Both showed good basic 
skills of jabbing and defending and 
it turned out to be a great show 
opener and a points win for 
Tucker, 

The light welterweight final pro¬ 
vided the youngest boxer of the 
evening in Ret Baxter ( RM) who at 
18 now could become a star of the 


Boxing 


future. He fought Mne Bryant 
(RM) and although both were 
from the same command they 
showed no quarter what so ever. 

Baxter covered well and coun¬ 
tered while Bryant went forward 
aggressively throwing punches 
from long and short ranges, and 
Bryant won the decision unani¬ 
mously after a strong final round. 

Hard work 

At welterweight, the crowd were 
treated to perhaps the hardest 
bout of the evening. CH Stoekdale 
(Plymouth) never took a step back¬ 
wards throughout the three rounds 
but Portsmouth’s LWEM 


Aransibia was always moving and 
countering to take a close but 
deserved points win. 

Best boxer of the championships 
award went to LMLM Stokes of 
Plymouth for his first-round demo¬ 
lition of Mne Bailey (RM) in the 
middleweight final and his perfor¬ 
mance in three previous bouts 
where he slopped all hut one of his 
opponents. 

If there had been an award for 
composure then SA Kavanagh 
(Plymouth) would certainly have 
been the number-one candidate. 
Throughout the championships he 
showed great calmness to soak up 
early pressure only to come back 
and throw his own solid punches. 

In the light heavyweight final 
against MEM Dawson 

(Portsmouth) the story was the 
same, with Kavanagh taking his 


Navy dominates 
southern races 
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it's life on 
the Ocean 
Wave for 
Far East 
fleet 



Support 

agencies 

formed 


TWO MAJOR Ministry of 
Defence agencies were creat¬ 
ed last month, aimed to 
improve the quality of of sup¬ 
port to the Navy at sea and 
ashore. 

Both the Ships Support Agency 
and the Naval Bases and Supply 
Agency are formed from existing 
parts of Bath-based Naval 
Support Command. 

The Ships Support Agency 
directs the engineering and mater¬ 
ial support of a wide range of RN 
and Royal Fleet Auxiliary craft. Its 
annual spend of £1,200m makes it 
one of the MOD's biggest single 
budgets. 

It has a staff of about 2,800 - 
mostly civilian - and employs a 
broad spectrum of experts, from 
naval architects to electrical, 
marine and weapons systems engi¬ 
neers and information technology 
specialists as well as logistics, plan¬ 
ning, accountancy and administra¬ 
tion professionals. 

Naval Bases and Supply Agency 
provides a range of support ser¬ 
vices to the Navy, from Naval 
bases or at sea using RFAs, It 
directly employs around 13,000 
people at waterfront locations and 
stores depots around the UK, 

It will provide engineering sup¬ 
port, weapons, stores, fuel and 
food as well as personnel services. 
Also storage and maintenance of a 
wide range of weapons and stores. 

Its Fleet Maintenance Units can 
be deployed anywhere in the world 
to provide engineering support in 
ease of damage or breakdown. 

No decision on 
Upholder sales 

NO CON FIRM Aft ON can he 
given by the Ministry of Defence 
over press reports that negotia¬ 
tions are taking place with South 
Africa over the sale of Britain's 
four decommissioned Upholder- 
class submarines* 

A MOD spokesman said: “The 
intention is to sell the boats and 
the Ministry is still actively pursu¬ 
ing the matter in various quarters, 
but there has been no firm deci¬ 
sion yet." 


OVER 100 Reservists wifi 
be joining Ocean Wave 
97, the Navy’s major 
seven-month deploy¬ 
ment to the Far East 
which departs this 
month. 

They will serve on roule- 
ments of upwards of two weeks 
throughout the period - 
including, unusually, in the 
nuclear submarine HMS 
Trenchant, 

Ocean Wave will he commanded 
by Rear Admiral Alan West, the 
Commander United Kingdom 
Task Group, embarked in HMS 
Illustrious. It will leave the UK on 
January 13 and return in August. 

Aim of the deployment is to 
demonstrate the UK s continuing 
commitment to the Asia Pacific 
region and the RN*s ability to 
deploy an operationally effective 
and self-sustaining maritime force 


Romancing 
the Stone 


FRESH out of a 14-month refit at Rosyth s HMS Newcastle fires a 21- 
gun salute off Edinburgh to mark the return of the Stone of Scone to 
Scotland. 

The stone upon which the old Scottish kings were once crowned 
was taken to Westminster Abbey in 1296 by King Edward I - who two 
years later defeated ‘Bravehearf Sir William Wallace at Falkirk. 

The Type 42 destroyer herself returned to Portsmouth last month 
- with a new Newcastle United strip for her football team and cum¬ 
merbunds in the same distinctive black and white striped pattern for 
her officers, provided by Scottish and Newcastle Brewery. 


for a prolonged period. 

This 20-unit force demonstrates 
the three key capabilities of the 
Navy - namely a carrier task group, 
nuclear powered submarines and 
amphibious forces. 

Exact composition of the group 
will change during the course of 
the deployment but assigned for 
the duration will be: 

□ The aircraft carrier HMS 
Illustrious. 

□ The assault ship HMS 

Fearless (flying the pennant of 
Commodore Paul Stone, the 
Commodore Amphibious 

Warfare). 

□ The Type 42 destroyer HMS 
Gloucester. 

□ The frigates HMS Beaver and 


Dockyard 
sold for 
£20.5m 


THE ROYAL Navy dockyard at Rosyth is to be sold to 
Babcock International, the company that has run it for the 
Ministry of Defence since 1987, for £20,5rrt. 

Defence Secretary Michael 
Portillo said the deal - which is 


still subject to approval from 
the European Commission 
-would result in savings of 
£100m in ten years. 

Under the agreement, the MOD 
has allocated a ten year workload 
to the dockyard which includes the 
refiting of nuclear submarines, air¬ 
craft carriers, destroyers, frigates 
and smaller war vessels. 

Rosyth Royal Dockyard will also 


be able to compete for a substan¬ 
tial programme of unallocated 
workload. 

Under the present programme, 
ihe refilling of nuclear submarines 
will continue until at least 2002, 
said a spokesman for the company. 

The MOD had entered into 
undertakings to hear “the appro¬ 
priate and reasonable cost'’ of 
decommissioning the nuclear facil¬ 
ities and removing any residual 
nuclear contamination at the 
Dockyard. 


HMS Richmond. 

J The nuclear-powered Fleet 
submarine HMS Trenchant. 

□ Seven Royal Fleet Auxiliaries 
- replenishment ships RFAs Fort 
Austin and Fort George; logistic 
landing ships RFA Sir Galahad, Sir 
Percivale and Sir Geraint: the fleet 
tanker RFA Gina: and the forward 
repair ship RFA Diligence, 

The Royal Marines will also he 
taking part in Ocean Wave, 40 
Commando Group for the entire 
period with HQ 3 Cdo Brigade and 
elements of 42 and 45 Cdo joining 
at various stages. 

“This will give the Royal 
Marines an opportunity to exercise 
with our friends in the region and 
to demonstrate an important 
aspect of the Royal Navy’s overall 
capability," a Ministry of Defence 
spokesman told Navy News. 

The Task Group will also he 
joined for periods of up to three 
months bv the frigates HMS 
Chatham and HMS Iron Duke, the 
Fleet submarine HMS Trafalgar 
and the survey ship HMS Herald - 
recently returned from a four 
month deployment in the 
Mediterranean. 

The three Hong Kong patrol 
craft HMS Peacock, Plover and 
Starling will link up with it at the 
end of June. 

One of the prime reasons for 
Ocean Wave 97 is to maintain expe¬ 
rience of deployed carrier and Task 
Group operations. To achieve this 
the group will he taking part in sev¬ 
eral exercises, the two most impor¬ 
tant being Flying Fish, an air 
defence and anti-submarine exer¬ 
cise off Malaysia with forces from 
our Five Power Defence 
Arrangements partners Malaysia, 
Singapore, Australia and New 
Zea 1 and; and Exe rc ise Se t la 
Kawan, an amphibious exercise 
with the Royal Brunei Armed 
Forces. 

Ocean Wave ships will also exer¬ 
cise with a number of other region¬ 
al navies and gain further experi¬ 
ence of operating both the Sea 
Harrier F/A2 and the Lynx Mk8 
helicopter in hot weather condi¬ 
tions, RAF Harrier CRTs 
embarked in HMS Illustrious will 
undertake hot weather trials in the 
Indian Ocean in March, 


NELSON DECADE'S FIRST BIG DAY 


9 770028 167047 


SPANISH naval historians are among those 
from around the world preparing to visit 
Portsmouth for the bicentenary celebra¬ 
tions of the Battle of Cape St Vincent next 
month. 

One of the Napoleonic era’s most famous 
naval engagements, it was also the one that 
brought Nelson to public fame. 

A special display will take place alongside 
HMS Victory on February 14, the 200th anniver¬ 
sary of the battle, featuring a recreation by 150 
schoolchildren. 

The Victory was Admiral Sir John Jervis’s flag¬ 
ship at St Vincent where Nelson, then still a 
Commodore, made his name in an unauthorised 
action which helped the British squadron secure 
a decisive victory over the much larger Spanish 
fleet. 


Many high ranking VIPs and civic dignitaries 
from Spain as welt as Britain are due to attend 
the commemorations at which Second Sea Lord 
Admiral Sir Michael Boyce - whose flagship 
today Is HMS Victory - will take the salute. 

On February 15 there will be a full day confer¬ 
ence about the battle attended by leading Nelson 
historians and Spain s foremost naval authori¬ 
ties. 

Initiative for these arrangements has come 
from the Official Nelson Celebrations Committee 
and forms an early part of their national pro¬ 
gramme for the Nelson Decade which climaxes 
on October 21 2005 with the bicentenary of 
Trafalgar. 

• Colin White, chief curator of the Royal Naval 
Museum, writes on the Battle of Cape St Vincent 
in next month's Navy News. 
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